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PREFACE 

I F Dean Stanley, writing the Preface to hia cele- 
brated "Memorials of WeBtmioster Abbey," 
nearly thirty years ago, felt impelled to say diat 
" after all that has been written on the Abbey, 
it would be absurd for any modem work to make 
prEtenaiooB to more than a re-arrangement of 
already cxiiliog materials "—how much more 
truly may the same be said of these pages, which 
appear after many new and valuable contributioos 
to the Abbey literature. 

This little book does not claim to treat ex- 
haustively of so vast a subject as the Abbey of 
Westminster, either from the architectural or 
historical point of view. Neither does it pre- 
tend to describe and enumerate every single 
grave and monument within the Church and 
precincts. That were indeed far beyond its 
scope. Its aim is, firstly, to serve as a popular 
guide, and secondly, to arouae interest in the 
further study of this, our most famous national 
(DonnmeDt, our most sacred and beaudfiil place 
of worship. 

G. E. T. 

WElTUlNBTtR, 1S99. 
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eOWAKD TMt- CON FBO«0« 
XAKV-CAMMIIOaC' 

CHAPTER I 

I UBTCH OF THE ABBEY HUTOKY 



IT ii oftcD laid thu the "ago of laiih" am 
pMt, aod if ibete " aget i^ hifh " an held 
to 1^ tiom in which men exprened their re- 
ligious Kodm^t by. meaot of Ixiildiag palatial 
monattic houeeBt ^*^ hy. maiDtwiting a gorgcAuf 
cnemoBial, theo the wyiag b ondDubtcdly tne. 
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WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

The devotion which in the Middle Ages 
took Uic outward fonn of fouading and eDdow- 
ing monasteriei, and of rearing and adorning 
splendid churchea, now tendt to turn iu energies 
to the *pread of educadoo and the relief of 
bodily necessities, and it perhapa a litde apt to 
depreciate that which t* not obviously and im- 
mediately useful. 

This being so, the glorious buildings left to us 
by those "ages of feith " should be all the more 
treasured, as much for their spiritual significance 
as for their beauty, and among these none is 
more precious to the Anglo-Saxon race than 
die great church known throughout the civilised 
world as Westminster Abbey, By a curious 
combinatioD of circumstances this place has 
become to us Anglo-Saxons the central health 
of home, so closely is it interwoven with every 
phaae of oar national life. Other churches there 
may be, more stately in position, like Durham, 
more absolutely perfect and harmonious io form, 
like Salisbury, but none so dear to English hearts. 
The familiar name bears witness to a state of 
things long past. The church is called West- 
roioster Abbey, it. the church of the " Abbey " 
of' mbnastei^ so called, but few of those who 
visit it realise that this is no longer its right 
name,. for since the time of Henry VIII. die 
tno(ta«tery, or, "Abbey of WMtraioater," strictly 
speaking, has ceased to exist, save fbr a few 
years' rerivkl under Mary Tudin-, and the legal 
tiiie of the chnTch is that given to it by 
EUz^ieth, *< The Collegiate Church oF St Peter 
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SKETCH OF THE ABBEY HISTORY 

in Westminner." Neverd)elesB» the old, vea«> 
Med .name remains, carrying with it impenBh'' 
Mt. memorieB of a]l that ia beat and grcatcat 
m the history .of . our race. 

To write the- hiwory of WeKnanBter Abbey 
would be to write the greater part of the bistoey 
of England itself, but no U guide " to Wert-r 
minster Abbey could be intelligible without soRie 
short sketch of the main ieatures of its history, 
an ontline of which must be attempted here.. 
. : The site itself is of bo sinall interest, as ie gsne 
its name to the early monastery for many'ycwt. 
" Thwney Isle " ia well kAOwn as Bbe place on 
which Westminster stands, and curioaslyenoiigb, 
two opposing tbeorits are put forward to account 
for the chuce of this spot as the site of. a 
monastery. The most commonly receiTedopiaiaa 
is that in' iti lonely retirement it .wtas, a guttiible 
place for a reli^oai house, but a modern writer 
on Westmuistei argues with some force that 
Thomey was not lonely and desolate, that it waS| 
on the x»ntiury, an import«it hal^g-plaoe at 
the end of the great i Roman road, afterwtiixU 
known as Wading Street, and a point at which 
the Thames was fbrdable. 

Thorny Isle, one of several little islands in 
the Thames, is about 470 yards long and ,370 
yards broad, and has 00 the east the Thames, 00 
the north and eoath small streaitis, while on the 
west thert! was a moat called the Long Ditch, 
which followed the line of Princes Street and 
Delahay Street. 

In early day s the marshes through wiiich Ms the 
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WESTMHffiTER ABBEY 

little river Eye (the aoeam which gave iu name 
to Tybuni) corered :dl the land known later m 
St Jamei'B Park.TotiiUl Fields, and even Earl's 
Court and part of Chelsea. South of the rivBT 
the marsh extended OTer Rotherhithe, Bermond- 

7, Southwark, Lambeth, Vaoxhall, and part 
Battereea. Amid this "watery waste" roBc 
Thorney liAe, called "the terrible place," and 
said to have bees at oae time covered with the 
thickets which gave the itlaod its name, and in 
which roamed the wild ox aod brge red deer. 
Spe>)ung of ThofDey Isle, Dean Stanley adds, 
<* on like islands arose the cathedral and town of 
Ely^ and the Aiibey of Croyland, the Abbey 
of GlastolibuTy and the Castle> Cathedral c^ 
Limericli. On such »iother grew np a atill 
more eotact parallel — Notre I>ame at Paris, 
with the palace of Che Kings close by." 

The early history of Westminster ii but dimly 
descried through a mist of legend and monastic 
tradition. OnestorytellsofaTem|Jeof Apollo, 
the first budding cm this site, said to have been 
shakica down by an earthquake a[»ut a.d. i 54, 
to; be followed ^Y a Christian church built here 
by Lucius, a British king, a-d. 178 or iS^, 

This King Lucius is said by Bede to have 
written to Pope Eleutherius in a-d. i ;6, praying 
for instmction in the Chnstian reli^poo. Aitei 
be and hii people wHe converted to Christianity, 
Lucius is said to have erected churches on the 
(sites of the temple of Apollo at Thomey, and of 
the temple of Diana where St Paul's now stands, 
AnMbec voraoB ot the ttsry says that Lucius 
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SKETCH OF THE ABBEY HISTORY 
nitored two diutdiei which had been auper- 



Ebg Ludui, we hear, ajterwardi migaed his 
crown and wait fordi with hii liater .Emetita 
to evangeliae wJiat is now Eastern Switzerland. 
He ii said to hiTe beeo martyred at Coire io 
the GriaoDi, where hia relics and those of hia 
nater are atilt ahown in the cathedral which bdira 
hia name. 

We approach nearer to history when we come 
to the second traditioiiai Jbnnder of the Abbey 
of WeaCmtnater. 

Seben, first Chtiatian king of the Eatt-SaxoiUj 
waa claimed by the Norman moaka as the 
fbnndef of their monaatery, and. a 'tomb, aaid 
to be that of King Sebert and his wife Ethel- 
goda, haa alwaya exiated at Weitrainater ; it waa 
moved into the ConfeMOr'a church, and after- 
wards into that of Henry III. Tbii tomb, 
always known aa Sebert's, will be more fiilly 
deacribed in a later chapter. Bede aaya that 
6d>ert wa* a nephew of King Ethelbcrt, and 
that he was converted about a.d. 603 or 604 
by St Auguttine. A cnriona little passage about 
thia ancient church at Thomey occurs in 
Fabyan'a Qironicle — Fabyan taking the view 
that Sebert was not a king, hut a cidzra of 
London. "Thia fereoamed Ethelbert," he layi, 
"excyted a dweller or cytezen of London to 
nuke a church m chapdl in the wonhip of 
Seynt Peter, in the weu ead of Lodoa^ theli' 
called Thonwy, and ' sot the twae- «f Wcat^ 
5 
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mynnet, ywhich that tynic ^ras forgrown with 
bsMhea and hryres cxcedynglye, where the aayde 
cytezen began and buylded the fyr»tc churche 
of WeBOninBter in y" honour of Seyot Peter — ** 

in aBother passage on the fcMmdation of the 
Abbey, Fabyan alludes to the tradition current 
"in the »ame Abbey of Westmynster, where 
of lykelyhode the moost certaynte ig to be had, 
it is to' be regyatyred y' this «ayd churche wa* a 
temple of y* Britons longe or they receyued the 
&yth of Crist, and in y* tyme of their Critten 
Kyng Lucius, it was hallowed of Augustync 
and his felowes ; and eecuudarylye it was re- 
edyfyed by Sebertus, than kynge tof Est-Saxons 
or Essex, aboute the tyme whan Ethelbert, 
kynge of Kent, buylded Seynt flules chmche 
of London — " 

Dart, the early eighteenth century historian of 
the Abbey, takes the view that King Sebert 
really did build a chorcK at Thbmey on the 
mte of a ruined Pagan temple. 

The oft^told story of the - consecration of 
Sebert's church, aldfough a legend wluch belongs 
to a later date, will find a £tdng place here i-^—- 

It was on a stormy Sunday night during 
the reign of King Sebert, the ere of tbe very 
day .fixed by Mellitua,. Bishop of London, for 
the consecration of Sebert*B newly-finished 
church at Thomey, that one Edrie, a fishermanl 
was castiDig his nets into the Thames. His 
attention was arrested by a loice' calling from 
the opposite shore at Lambeth^ and crossing, be 
Ciiimd there a. -venerable atranger.m forngn garb, 
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SKETCH OF THE ABBEY HISTORY 

who denred to be ferried over to Thontey'IiUu 
Ediie complied with Uie reqneit, and when tbcy 
landed the stranger left him and went at once 
to the church. WhHe Edrie waited by the 
shore, behold ! the air grew bright with cuettial 
splendours, 'there is not in the monaitery dark-i 
new or almdow i ' chcnr* <^ angels aKendcd and 
descended od a ladder which reached from' 
heaven to earth, with unging, sweet odour* of 
itaccose, and -flanuDg tapers. The fiiherinan 
remained gazing at the wonder, and caught 
nothing' all ni^t. At last the stranger re^. 
turned, and ^ke thus to Ediie, ' I am Peter, 
keeper of the keys of Heaven. When MeUitus 
arrives to-morrow, tell him what you have leen, 
and show him the token that I, St Peter, have 
consecrated my own church of St Peter, WeM-i 
minster, and have andcifatcd the Bishop of 
London. For yoortclf, go out into the lirerf 
you will catch a plenufiil supply of fish, whemof 
th^ larger part shall be salmon. This i have 
granted on two cooditiooi — first, that you never 
fidi again on Sundays ; Kcoodly, that you pay 
a tithe of them to the Abbey of Westminster.' 

The next day Bishop Mellitut began to^ 
prepare for the solemnities of the contecratioD. 
When he and the king arrived at the appointed 
honr at the church, they were met by Edrie,; 
who had a salmon in his hand, which he pD»- 
sented to the Inshop &om St Peter. He then 
pointed out to the biriiop the marks of con- 
secration ; "the bi^op, who recognises the 
signs, believes all his words : dw cbotcfa he leet 
7 
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^irtaklMl, and madied with twelve croneit 
vitluD, without, the walla mabtened, Bprinkled 
with holy water.; and the alphabet on the 
pavement: written diaunctly twice^aod the inarki 
of the oil; and, chief of the miracles, the 
remain* of the candleB." 

Snch it the medizval Uory of the cMnecratioa 
of WettminMsr Abbey. The legmd ib to ua 
intereUiDg and picturesque, and it capable of 
bearing a lofty symbolical imerpretBtion, bat it 
alio has been very lueful as a legal document, 
for it hai more than once decided the queetioD 
of the right of the Abbey to a tithe of aalmoa. 

Sulcardus, the nuxak, the earliest histonan of 
the Abbey, says that the church stood neglected 
after the death of Sebert until the time of Offn, 
the country having relapsed into heatheadoin 
under Setiert's son*. Oi&, king of the Merciaa^ 
ii mid to have restored Sehert's church, and. to 
have honoured Thorney. in a special maODer by 
depositing there ihe coronation robes and regalia. 
A charter of King OSa, dated A.r>. 785, grant- 
ing and coDfirming lands and privileges to the 
Abbey — to the Church of St Peter " at Thorney, 
in the terrible place " — is extant, and is preserred 
among the archives of the church. 

ARer Ofia's time the liuJe mcoastery was 
prob^ly over-run and pillaged by the Danes, 
bat it is said to have been restored by Dunstan, 
who obtained a charter Ironi King Edgar in i.o. 
960. This is also preserved amoi^ thearctuves, 
and can be seen, as can also the chancf of OtTa 
in the Chapeer-lwuse. 
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DuDHao did much to re*iTe the Befledietiiw 
order id England, and we are ti^d that he 
Inrousht here twelve monks fram Glastonbury,' 
that monastery being one of 'the »«y few to 
escape the depredatioils of the Danes'! - 

It is evidnit that a clraR;h «cisted here befoK 
tbe time of the Confetsor, as Harold, son Of 
Canute, was buried here, and afterwards dis- 
interred by order 'of Har^aaute. As the 
old Life of the Confessor says; "And be 
(Hardicanute) caused lo be hurled ont the body 
of Harold, and to be thrown, beheaded, edl 
out of church ; head and body hx throws itrto 
the Thames. The Danes drew it from the 
water, and caused it to be buried in the cemetery 
of the Danes " (St Clement Danes). 

So far the half legendary story goes. We 
reach a firm footing as we now comc to tbe 
days of the Confessor. 

In the year A.D. 1042, on the deadiof Hardi- 
canute at Lambeth, Edward, son of Etbelred 
and Emma, returned from his e^e in Normandyt 
was proclaimed king, and was orowned at 
Wiodwster. 

Once settled in hit kingdom, and havintf 
strengthened his position by marrying Ean 
Godwin's daughter Edhha, Kiug Edward (whotU 
we call the Confessor) bethought him of a 
solemn vow he had once made wt^e lA a foreige 
land, when he as yet despaired of ever return- 
ing to his native country. In tof old Norman- 
French life of the Coafessor, Che vow is given 
tliSBt "Sire Saiat Peter, onder whose aid i put 
9' 
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myielf and aiy property, b« to me a shield and 
protecdoD against the tyrant Danish plans : Be 
to me lord and friend agaiaat all my amniei. 
To thy service I entirety give mysdf np, and 
wdl I TOW to you and promise yon, when I 
shall be of strength and age, to Rome I will 
make my pilgrimage, wtme you and your com- 
panion Saint Paul suiTered mar^rdom.*' 

Edward now proposed to fulfil this tow, but 
the English were naturally unwilling that their 
king, who hid only just returned, should under- 
take so long and periloos a journey. The re- 
monstrances of the nobles and the lamentations 
of the people prevailed, and Edward resolved 
to send an embassy to the Pope to ask under 
what conditions he might be released from his 
vow> In reply, the Pope absolved the king from 
the literal performance of his promise, but ea- 
joined instead the building or restoration of a 
reli^ous house to be dedicated to St Peter. 

TraditioD states that while the king was yet 
in uncertainty as to where he riiould bestow hie 
-benefection, a timely message was brought by 
a holy hermit of Worcestershire, one Wulnnus, 
telling of a. wondrous vision in which St Peter 
had appeared to him. St Peter had tadden him 
tell the king that he was released from his vow, 
saying et the same time, " I have a place in the 
west of LoodOB, which I myself chose, and 
which I love. This formerly I consecrated 
with my own hands, honoured with my presence, 
and made it illunrious^ divine miracles. The 
name of the place is Thoritey, which once, igr 
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the ajng of the people, being giVen ito the fiiry 
of barbariaoa, from being rich .is become poor, 
from beiog state!)', Ibw, and .from honoor is 
become contemptible. Thii let tbe king, by 
my command, repair aod make it a house of 
monkst adoni it with statdy towers, and endow 
it with large rereaues. There shall bc'DOi leM 
than the House of God and the Gates, of 
Heaven." 

The tittle church at Thoraey was probably 
fiinher endeared to the Confessor aS' the scene 
of a miraculoos core and a miraculouti Tiaion. 

It is related that a crippled Irishman, Micbael 
by name, who sate in the road between l\ut 
Palace and the Chapel of St Peter, told how 
St Peter bad promised him that he shpuid ^ 
cured if the king would himsdf carry hifn to 
the moDaatery. The Confessor promptly con- 
suited, carrying the man "on his own coyal 
neck " in spile of scoffa and reownBtraQces fwm 
hia courtiers. Tbe king carried tbe cripple to 
the foot of the high alcar, wheie he was re- 
stored to perfect health, and lefi. his stool behind 
him as a trophy. 

On another occasion, when Edward was, m 
Mass here, a child, "pure and bright ^W a 
spirit," appeared to him in the consecrated 
dements, and blessed him. Earl :l<tofric of 
Mercia and his wife Godira were prefcntt-a^d 
witnessed the miracle. i' 

But doubtt;ess oth«T coosiderationB, ^f a more 
munddne kind, helped to iKflfiencq Ed^vaid's 
Thomey was con*eiu«% there, jifti 
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xlresdy a rciyd mideocd there, the Abbot 
Eadvine wa« an advuer and great friend of 
the king, and thuo it ended that Thorney wa8 
choMD as the site of the new monastery. The 
church wm begun in dte year 165a, and was 
built in the then new Normaa ttyle. Ad ancient 
description of it will be quoted hereafter. 

The eattern portion, tliat is, the Choir and 
Transepts, were ready for dedication in 1065, 
and on Innocents' Day, December 28th, 1065, 
the church was consecrated. The king, seized 
with tltness, could not be present, and Queen 
Editha had to represent him. The ceremony 
was performed by Archbishop Stigand. There 
are three charters of Edward the Confessor 
extant, by which he bestows and confirms lands 
and privileges on the Abbey. The condttions 
most ioterrating to nt in our day are, first, the 
exemption of the monks from all jurisdiction save 
that of the Pope and the King, and secondly, 
the deeignadoo of the Abbey Chvrch as the 
place where English sovereigni were for the 
ftiture to be crowned. The authenticity of these 
charters has been called in question, but they 
hold good for all practical purposes. 

King Edward fingered on for a few days afiw 
the consecnition, and died on January jth, 1066. 
He was buried the next day< — the Feast of the 
Ejuphanjr — before the high altar of his new 
church. The Abbey Church and its adjoining 
buildings were not, of course, completed by the 
Confessor, but the wt>rk was continued by his 
NwmaD suecenore, and is .said to have been 
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finished about a century aSua the Coofewcar'« 



TronUoua dmea followed Edward's death, 
Harold the Saxcm was crowned directly ehei 
tbe Aioeral, hit being the first of the loqg line 
of coronations at WettmiDater. Then came the 
NormaD invasion, the BattJe of Hastings with 
all its coaaequence*, and the next event of great 
importance in the history of the Abbey is tlw 
coronattofi of William the Conqoeroi on CbriiW 
taw Day, 1066, by Aldred, Archbishop <k 
York. 

The Cfmqueror coafinned the charters of 
Edward the Con£ewor, and bettowed ibore landa 
on the Abbey, hut be insisted oa W^odaor. being 
given up to him in exchange for other estates, 
haidly 80 Tttloable. 

We most now pais on to evcflia which took 
place in the Qext century. In the year it6g, 
Edward tbe Confeisor was canonized by the 
Pope, while his Kmaios were removed from their 
original resting-place, and laid in a stately i^rioe 
picpared by King Henry IL Both Henry II. 
and Thomas a Becket were present at this great 
ceremony, which took ^ce on October 13th, 
and is called tbe first translatiov of King Edward 
the Confessor. (We may note that " Con- 
fessor " means a mitn who has suffered for the 
&itb of Christ without actoal shedding of blood. 
In Edward's case the name reiers to hit exile 
by the heathen Danes.) 

This was a very important time in tbe history 
of dw modastery for other reasons^ as, duriag the 
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lirigDs of'thc tvo abboti,. Laurence (1159- 
117s), and Walter ([175-1191), the abbou 
«f Westmawter obtamed from' the Pope ihe 
privilege of weaTing' the mitre, riog and gloTes, 
and the farther dignity of a right to wear the 
dalmnticav tunic and randol*, which were part of 
^e' episcopal habit, and conferred only on abbots 
of great and important houses. Weffiroinster 
CDOld now boaet a " mitred abbot," who in 
bter dfays'had a-seat on the episcopal beooh in 
Ae Houaa-of Uords, next after the bishops. 
The entire exemption of the Abbey from the 
jurisdiction of the Biahop- of London was finally 
and' 'formally aetded during the early years of 
Heorylfi.'fl reign. 

Tbe idiirteemh century ushers in a new era in 
the Abbey history. It was a period of • Btirriag 
iatefat throughout Europe, for the great nations 
c^'tbe tnodera world -were taking somediii^ of 
ttw shape' in >w4iioh we now know them, and a 
|>eserBl' religious revival is witnessed to by the 
rise «f the Franciscan and Dominican orders, 
whose' Pciuiid««, StiFrancis of AsaiBi (1182- 
I3l6) ' 'dad St Dominic (1170-1134] had 
obtained froch the Pope llie formal recognititH) 
of their respect"** orders just about the time of 
Henry Ill.'a accesaon: ' 

''The adoration paid to the Virgin Mary was 3 
marked feature of the time, and was more specially 
insbt«l upon by some of the leading spirits in 
the Franciscan order. This increased worship 
or veneration of the mother of our Lord ex- 
pressed ibelf in those numerous Lady Chapels 
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built at the eattera end of «o many of our great 
cathedrals and churchet. 

Wenminster was not behind in diis respect, 
for Henry III., in the early years of hi« reign, 
built his beau^ful Lady Chapel at Westminster, 
on the site of what is DOW known at Henry VII.'s 
ChapeL Some authorities state that Henrylll. 
laid the fonndation stone on Wbiuun Eve (May 
i6th), I3ZO, the day before his seciHid corona*- 
tion; others say that the diapel was so near 
completion that it was consecrated on that day, 
and diat the king laid bis spurs as an offering 
upon the altar. 

Twenty-five years later, in 1245, Henrylll. 
began a woric of whibh he had long drMmed-, 
namely, the bailding of a great church in the 
new style of architertore he bad seen in Francei, 
to the honour of Edward the Confessor. 

•* This Prince having a prodigious Value for 
the Memory of holy St Edward," and not 
coDteot with the Lady Qiapel only, *' subverted 
Uiis Falmcke of King Edward's," as another 
old writer quaintly puts it, — and in its place bailt 
the church we' now see, "the most loTcly and 
loTcable thing tn Chriateodom." 

The Choir, Transepts, and one bay of the 
Nave, together with the Chapter- house' and a 
certain part of the couTentual buildings, were 
erected m Henry's reign. In 1269, the Choi^ 
and Transepts were ready, and we are told that 
the mocks sang service for the first time in the 
aew church on October i3tb, 1^69, presumably 
on the occasion of the second translation of the 
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ConfcMar'a hfidj. The Coi^e^sor'* coiEn had 
been temporaiily rcraoved to the Palace of West- 
miotter, amd waa carried back to the Abbef with 
much Mlenuity and magnificent oeremonial, to 
be placed JD the ^lendid new ihrine prepared 
to reoeiTe it. 

It it perhapi bett not to think too much of 
vfhat Heory't dewtifln coat hit subjects — that 
h to aayi o£ the exacdooa by which' the neediid 
treaniM waa obtaiped. We can hardly judge 
that age by our own staDdardi and we have 
enough for which we may bluah in our own 
ciriliaation. Still it ia interesting, to remember, 
as DwD Stanley point* out, Chat "the enonnona 
exacuooa haTc left thai; lasting Uacea oa the 
Engliah Conatitution, in no lea« a monument 
than the Houae of CominoiM, which roae iota 
exiatence as a„protett againit the kiitg'a larish 
expenditure oa the mighty AUtey which it 
coofroitta." 

It waa many .long yean befere the rebdlding 
of the Abbey was io, any way complete. That 
part of the Nave which now forms the "ritual" 
Choir ia generally si^^ied to have been built by 
Edward I., though eome authorities consider it 
to be part of Hou-y III.'s work. The east 
cloister was completed between the years 1 3JO- 
1350, in Abbot Byrcheatoo'a tiine. AbtxK 
Laogham couioued the buUding of the Nave 
and Cloisters (about AJ). ijjo) and his sqc- 
cefsor, AI'I'M Litlingt«n, about the year 1 363, 
finished the Cloister cpuft, rebuilt the Abbot's 
honse, and bui|t the Jeru^Iem Chamber and 
16 
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Colle|« Hal), conqilediig to a certain extent 
what LaDgham had be^o. Litlington .vrat 
enabled to do thia by means of the large legacy 
left to the Abbev by Abbot Langham. The 
rebuilding of the Nave appears to have gone on 
during thia same time, and the. clurch, waa 
extended to it« present length in the reign of 
Henry V., who entniated. the fundi act aode for 
thi) purpose' to the famous Dick Whitcington and 
one of his colleagues. The great wett windoWf 
however, waa not set up oncil the time of Henry 
VII,, and it was not until then that the ChoiE 
and Nave were joined. For about a century 
there had been a aolid wall between them, which 
quits separated the two parts. The Nave appears 
to have been used for procestic»is, and tbe Bnt 
great occasion of this kind waa when the *'Te 
Deum " was sung for the victory of Agincourt 
in 1+15. 

The year 1503 may be said to mark the last 
epoch of building in the Abbey, for in thit 
year Henry VII. 's beautifol Lady Chapel was 
begun. Holinshed's well-known account of the 
laying of the foundation stone is at follows t 
" In this eighteoith year, tbe twentie-fbortli 
dale of Janoariei a quarta of aa hour afore 
three of the docke, at after noooe of the. same 
dale, the first stone of our Ladle Chapell within 
the Mouasterie of Westminster was laid by the 
hands of John Isl!p,abbat of the same monasteriei 
Sir Repaid Braie, Knight of the ' Garter, 
Doctor Barnes, Maister of the Rollts, Doctor 
Wall, chaplnne to the King's Maieslie, Miiteer 
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Hsgh Oldfawn, chapleint to the CovnteaK of 
Cvbie and Richmoad, the Kiog*! mother, SU 
BUlmimd Stanhope, Knight) and diaeru otfaov. 
Upon tbe rame Btone wai this acripture ingraTcn: 
< lUuKriMimiu Henriciu KpcimuB Rex Angliae 
ct Francue ec dominiu l£bemiae, poniit haoc 
petram id booore beatae VirgiBi* Mariae, 24 die 
janoarii, aano domini IJ02-3, et anno dicti 
regit Henrici S«pttmi decimo octavo.' The 
charges whereof amounted (u aome report upon 
crwdiue infomutien aa the^ say) to fourcteene 
thomand pounds." 

The chapel appears to have been tiaisbed 
Bbaet the yea i5i9- Like the reot of the 
Abbey, it niffered mnch from the destnictive 
teal u Refomera and Puritans, as empty nichea 
and absence of stained glass window* testify. 

We now pas* on to coandcr a very difierent 
phase in the history of the monastery at West- 
miaster, and enter apon a time of much ricis- 

In i$40 the religious hoases were dissoUed 
by order of Henry VJII., and Weatmiiister 
shared tbe general fate, the monastery being 
mirrcodered by the aU>ot (Abbot Boston,) and 
twenty-fbnr of tbe monks. The abbot and his 
BKnlu were r^laced by a dean and twelve 
prebradariea, While tbe Abbey was for a abort 
time converted into a cathedral, mith a bishop, 
called Bi^np of Westminster, hating for lua 
diocese tbe county of Middlesex, excepting the 
parish of Fulham. 

Tbe biibop lived in tbe abbot's boiise, and 
16 
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the deiD liad to raoTe to other qnanera in the 
precinctB. This 6r8t and only bUhopric of 
WeKminster wai, howerer, but (hoit-lived, M 
the biibop, Tbomai Thirlebjt reaigned in 1550, 
and the diocese wu reunited to the tee of 
London, after a separate existence of mxik 
tea yevB. 

The Abbey fell on cyiI days while Protector 
Someraet was in power. It was ena uid that 
the Protector wished to pull down the church 
iMcIf, and was only to be appeased by a grant 
of Abbey lands. Twenty-two tons of Caen ■tone 
from the demolished buildings (probably the Re- 
fectory and domestic ofEces) were promised to 
the Protector, and were nsed in the buildiog of 
his palace b the Strand, the old SoiBcnet House. 

In 1550 the Communioa Serrice was «ab- 
atituied for the Mass, and the vesUnents wcHe 
exchanged for the simple black gowns worn by 
Protestant clergy. In this year, too, an order 
was iga jed to the effect that ail " books of super- 
stiuon," such as missals, etc., should be taken 
away and defaced, and that altar-cloths and cope* 
shoold be removed. It was at this time that the 
copes which bad been made fh)m the Con- 
fenor's burial robe* were actually destno^ed. 

In i5$3, a second raid was made upon the 
*' Monuments of SupersutioD," and nearly all 
the plate and furniture of the church was 



In this year, however. Queen Mary succeeded 
to the tlffone, and the year 1 554 bro^t ano^mr 
change. The Roman ritual voi reatored, High 
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Mass being sung for the opening of Parliament 
M) Norembcr 12, and for the FeBtival of the 
Order of the Golden Fleece on November 30. 

111:1556 the mooaitic rule was revived, and 
John Feckenham waB appointed abbot, brining 
with him fourteen monks. 

The restored monaatery was to be yet ahorter- 
lived than the bishopric, for Queen Mary died 
in 1558, and the last Roman funeral service 
held in the Abbey was on December 24 of 
that year, when Elizabeth ordered a Dirge and 
Requiem to be sung for the Emperor Charles 
v., the father-in-law of Mary Tudor. 

Id 1560 the monastery was again suppressed, 
and Queen Elizabeth established the Abbey as 
a Collegiate Churcbi which is its present form, 
Elizabeth's foundation was much the same as 
that of Henry VHI. There was to be a Dean, 
twelve prebendariea, a choir, a school, with a 
Head mascei', an under master, and forty scholars 
— the "Queen's scholars." 

Although the changes were of a less sweeping 
character than those effected at the Reformadon, 
the Abbey had to pass through yet anoUier 
reti^ous and political crisis at the time of the 
Commonwealth, and between the years 1643 
and 1661 its services and govemraent under- 
went further alterations. In 1643 the Parlia- 
mentary party having gained the upper hand, a 
committee was appointed by the Houae of 
Commons to " receive information concerning, 
and to demolish any monutnents of superstition 
ortdoUtry is thi* church." This was in April. 
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In Majr the Committee were tlirected to barb 
the copee, and to kU ^k gold and tiame work 
upon them for the benefit of the Protestant poor 
in Ireland — a curious mixture of irony and 
ulilitariamBm. 

Further onslaughts were made, as a Rojralttt 
plot waa suapectedi and troops were sent to search 
the Deanery, the precincts, and even the church: 
Plate, money, anna and ammutution were found 
concealed in the Abbey and precincts, and' a 
further search was made through the' cloister*. 
The aoldiera are said to have entered the 
church, pulled down the sanctuary rails, moved 
the Communion TaUe, and destroyed some 
pictures which were considered auperstitioiis. 
At this time Torrigiano's beautiful altar in 
Henry VII.'s chapel waa also destroyed. 

In August 1643 the Sub-Dean and preben- 
dariea were ordered to grant the useiof the Abbey 
pidpit to such preachers as the Commons should 
appoint. It is evident that arbitrary behaviour 
was not confined to Stuart Sovereigns I 

In January 1644 acommittee of sixte«i (after- 
wanls twenty) members waa appointed to in- 
quire into the atate of the Abbey Church ; in 
February the daily services were suspended, and 
it was ordered diat seven Presbyterian ministers 
»hould, in turn, keep an *' Exercise in this church 
for half-an^uiur every morning " in the place of 
the services. Dart indulges in somewhat pointed 
remarks on the subject of the Parliamentary author- 
ities. Having already alluded to them as an 
** im[Rona Set of Wretches, whose Stui»dity and 
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Inipiideiice wa* thnr zesti for Relt^n, and De- 
struction and Plunder tbeir Practice of it " — he 
•aya coocenimg th«r serrices in the Abbey: 
" And here the Parliament reaorted on their 
Fasts, when they sought the Lord concenung 
Mischief, and praii'd Him for their Suocesa in 
it, while the Preaebers iniulted the Athca of 
their dead Monarchs, and imrited them to destroy 



their liring Sovereign." This quaint i: 
no doubt eatresses the feeling^ of many at the 
time, and it is hard not to synunthiae, cTen 
against the dictates of a calmer judgment. All 
things considered, the Abbey might have been 
far worse treated, 'and it did not suf&r very 
seiionsly, aare 6t)m the seethetic and antiquarian 
point of view. 

Id A{>ril 1644 the " impious Set of 
Wretches " ordered that all pereon* cotinected 
with the Abbey should take the Corenant, 
and that the brass and ironwork in Henry 
VII.'s chapel should be sold. 

In May orders came for the melting down 
of the plate belonging to the Collegiate body, 
the proceeds of which were to be applied to 
the paymeht of the serranta of the church, 
workmen, etc. 

In October the Pu-Iiament directed that 
any " superstidoiia plate " kept with the 
Regalia was to be melted down and sold, 
and the proceeds used to bay horses. 

In NoTember 1645 the goremment of the 

Abbey was pot into the handa of a committee 

of ekven lorda and twenty-two commons, the 

ss 
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Dean, and all the prebetxlariM, mtc ou, bariog 
been declared deluiqueats. Tiat coninittM 
continued to gOT^n the chnrch wtil 1660, 
when, at the reatOTMioD " all thinga came kmH 
a^n into their old and legal channel." Serioui 
change! in the Abbey gOTcnunent and ritual 
were henceforward to ceaae, and mattera retumtd 
to a more peacefii) condition. The only dter»- 
don of any moment that has taken place linoe 
waa the transference of the Abbey lands to tfa* 
EccletiaBtical Commiition in exchange fir a 
fixed revrane, and the redaction of tlte nnrnbcr 
of prebendaries (now called caaooa) frooi 
twelve to «ix. 

Widi regard to the fabric, the Church at we 
now see it was completed in 1739 or 1740, 
when the western towers were erected aAcr 
a design by Sir Christopher Wren's pu[nl, 
Hawkesmore. 

We have passed in rapid review the principal 
events m the history of Westminster Abbey, 
and must now turn our attention to the archi- 
tectnre and monuments of the Church itself. 
But before we do so, we may well note once 
more how every throb of England's lustory 
has been felt at Westminster, from the very 
first. 

The itory of the ancient Temple of Apollo, 
and of the church built by King Lucius, links 
Westminster with the Roman occupation of 
Britain, and the earliest days of British Chris- 
danity. 

The mission of Augustine speaks to us through 
23 
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the tra(]iti(m of the founding of the AM)ey by bit 
conrert. King SeberL 

The Duiiah inTaoont, the ku saintly Saxon 
Kingt' the Nomiaa Conquest, the Angevin 
Dynasty, the. die of RepresmtatiTe Govem- 
meot, die. Wan of the ROKt, the triumph of 
th< Houae of LaDOaster with Henry VII., 
the Reformation, the Roman reaction under 
Mary Todor, the Establishnwiit of the Col- 
legiate Church by Elizabeth, the Commoo- 
nrealth, the Reatoration, the acquuition and 
ritk of our Indian and Colonial Em|>iFe, even 
the War of American Independence, have all 
left their mark on the Abtiey, some of them 
on the very stonea of die £ibric itself. 
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CHAPTER II 



DEPORE enumerating and detcribing the 
^ chief monumeDta of the illtutnous dead 
in 'WeMmioater Abbey, it ta needful that the 
attention of the viiitor should be first directed 
to lomething of much greater importance, 
namely, the building ittelf. 

The varied intereats, hiatorical aud peraooal, 

which crowd thia church, do but too often 

obscure the beauty, meaning, and interest of 

the fabric, — a beauty, meamngi and interest 

'S 
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far riperior to that of the majority of the 



We are too apt to forget that this nupcodous 
architecture and Ufe-hke sculpture ia Mmething 
above and beyond a mere display of artiatic 
taste and skill. In the daya tn which our 
great cathedrals were built, the sculptures on the 
churches were the Kble of the people. Read- 
ing aud writiDg were then for the few, and 
those early buUiurs taught the grand outlines of 
the Scripture story, of theology, and of the 
history of the human race, by means of the 
ven' ^bric of the churches they reared. 

The great era of cathedral building in 
France and England was in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, and to illustrate this state- 
ment we need only to' recall the names of such 
churches as Canterbury, Lincoln, Salisbury, 
York Minster, in England, and Bourges, Char- 
tres, Reims, Amiens, in France. It is erident, 
from the mftings of authors of that date, that 
in those early days a very definite symbolic 
meaning wa> attached to ^e details of sacred 
bnildiags, and that thoir plan and arraogeiiieat 
ia Dot due to architectnru design tione, hot to 
a temper of mind which sought for an inna 
ngrrifiemce. The ' material church was a 
symbol of the sjuritoai church, Aa some 
modem writers point out, An, like the 
Church, sought to make of li^le things a 
itepping-ltone to the invisible, and arehitectore 
has lent itself to the complete imnifestation of 
Christian symbofiim more than any other art. 
t6 
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To traiulate from the great Praich writert 
I^mTneaaia — -" The loariag lion of every port 
of a Gothic church, ai of the whole building, 
exprcBS in a vuible form the natural and eteroal 
aspiration of the creature after God, Who a 
the beginning and the ending." 

A few illustrationfl on this Bubject can hardly 
&il to interegt the rititor to a great Gothic 
church, K> some of the most strildng will he 
given here. 

Take, for instance, the usual form of these 
churches. From the eleventh to the four- 
teenth century the plan generaHy chosen for 
great cathedrals w ihut of a Latin cross, with 
its head or apse tamed to the east, the cradle 
of our &idi, the part of ihe heaven where the 
sun rises, — that son which is th« emhlem ot 
the Sun of Righteousness, of the life-givii^ 
Fire, of the Light of Light. Further, it was 
considered desirable, according to one thirteenth 
century authority, that the apse should turn to 
the point where the aun rises at the equinox, 
to symbolize the Church's moderation and 
equanimity both in joy and sorrow. A quaint 
story is told of St Dunitan, who, haviitg seen a 
church which was not properly orientated, caused 
it with one push of his shoulder to veer round 
into its proper pontion, east and west. 

Again, the foundadon signified faith; ch« 
crypt was a symbol of the contemplative life, 
or as some considered it, of the sepulchre 
of Christ. The pavement signified humility ; 
the roof, the charity that covered) a multi 
27 
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tnde of sins. The cradform plan of the 
baiUing act forth Christ (deified, and the 
derout fancy of those mediEeval mysdcs ta.w 
in the altar the head of Christ, in the tran- 
lepts and transept doon His outitretched arma 
and pierced hands, in the wettero door His 
pierced feet. The seoiicircular apse, with its 
nimbils of radiating chapels, seemed like the 
outlbe of the crown of thorns, though these 
chapels which cluster round the high altar 
are usually supposed to symbolize the Com- 
mnnion of Saints. 

In many chofches there is a disdnct deriatioa 
of the axis, especially at the eastern end, and in 
scHne a certain narrowing in of the choir and 
sanctuary when compared with the width of 
the .nave. This was done to suggest the atti- 
tude of the crucified Christ, as His head 
drooped on the cross. The builders of a certain 
chnrch in Touraine have evm gone so fur as 
to attempt an outline of the whole body as it 
tuug on the cross, and have succeeded in a 
most marvellous manner. 

Further, it is well known diat the three main 
doors, the threefold division of the walls ioto 
inain arcade, triforinm, and clerestory, symbolize 
the Trinity, as does also the plan of building on 
a principle of three and multiples of three which 
is very marked in some churches. Sir Gilbert 
Scott tells us that the proportions of the Abbey 
are founded on a system of equilateral triangles, 
and gives several illustrations of his statement. 
'The sculpture of the main doors was an im- 
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portant point. Over the great west door, the 
door of the chief fa^de, there usually Mood the 
figure of Christ, set agaiost the central pillsr, ia 
alluBion to the words : " I am the door " ; "I 
am the way, the truth and the life," and reoupd- 
ing the beholder of Christ the chief corner-atone. 
Id the thirteenth century the last judgment was 
frequently repreBcnted ov« the west daor, bat 
in earlier churches ^e north door was more 
often chosen for this subject, as the north, with 
its storms and frosts, seemed to be the region of 
erilpasaions and hardened sin. 

The passion for symbolism gave to every 
detail an inner significance. The length ^ 
the building spoke of the Church's enduraace 
in sui&ring ; the width pointed to hei all- 
embracing charity, the height of her hope and 
aspiration. The windows were a symbol of the 
Scriptures which admit the truth and light of 
God ; the stones of the edifice, differing as they 
do in size and strength, were likened to the 
souls of the faithful, which vary in power and 
attainment. Even the mortar is endowed with 
special meaning, for we are told that it is com- 
ponnded of lime, a symbol of fervent charity ; 
sand, signifying earth and its affections, and 
water, an emblem of the spirit. 

Bot this is not the place to dwell at grpKer 
length upon this curiously fascinating study. 
Some words fi-om a well-known work on 
Architecture may fitly dose these - few sug- 
getuons. 

"All else for which the builden aacrtfced, 
»9 
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has pa«wd away— all their linug interesU, and 
aimB) and achiicvemenu. We know not for 
what they laboured, and we see no eridence 
of their TCwud. Victory, wealth, auUioiity, 
hapfMneas — all haTe depaned, though bought 
by nuuiy a bitter sacrifice. But of them,' and 
their life and their toil upoo tbe earth, one 
rcwMxl, one evidence, is left to ub in those 
grey heaps of deep-wrought stooe. They have 
taken with them to the grave their powers, their 
honours, and tbeir errors ; but they have left us 
their adoratiou." 

We must now pasi on to a brief survey of 
the architectural features of the Abbey itself. 

Of the Saxon Abbey nothing remains except, 
poattbly, some foundations under the north green. 
The old Saxon building appears to have been 
used by tbe Monks while the Confessor's church 
Was b«ag erected, and served as tbe nave to the 
Coirfeuor's choir and transepts, which stood to 
the east of it. 

Of the Confessor's building little remains to 
Ds, and of that little the greater part is either 
hidden, or so placed that it cannot be open to 
the public. The eleventh century work in- 
cluded the Choir and Transepts, Cloistn^.court, 
Refectory and Dormitory. As we have already 
seen, the diurch was completed in the twelfth 
century. What now remains of the Nonnaa 
building is found in parts of the east and south 
cloisters, the chapel of the pyx, the substnicture 
of the old dormitory, and in that low, barrelw 
vaulted cloister whicb <mct led to the monka' 
SO 
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infirmary. Parts of the fouodationt of tbe Coo- 
fesBor's cbiirch are itill beneath the pre«cet 
buUdtng, aod thov that the area of the two 
is much the same. 

Those who are familiar with Norman churches 
will probably be able to form somemeDtal picture 
of what that first Abbey was like, but it will oot 
be aroiss to quote two descriptions c^ Edward's 
church, one from a contemporary life of the 
Confessor, the other from the later Nocman- 
French life to which tefeteoce has already been 

The older MS. says : " The principal area 
or naye of the church stood bn lofty arches of 
hewn stone, joined together in the nicnt maoner, 
and the rault was covered with a strong double- 
arched roof of stone oo both sides. The cross, 
which embraced the choir, and by m transept 
supported a high tower iti the middle, rose first 
widi a low string arch, and then swelled out 
with several wiiKling staircases to the single wall 
up to the wooden roo^ which was carefully 
covered with lead." 

The N<Kman-French account of the buildn 
ing is rather easier to uDderstaod. Itnmi as 
follows : *' Now he laid the fbuodalioiu of die 
church with lar^ square blocks of grey atone ; 
its fbiudatlona are deep ; the front cowards the 
east he makes round; the stones are very strong 
and hard. In the centre riees a tower, and two 
at the western front ; and fine Jarge bells he 
hangs there. The. pillars And mouldings are 
rich without and within ; at the bases and c^tab 
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the work rues grand and royal. Sculptured are 
the stones and storied the wiodows ; all are 
made with the «kiU of good and loyal wgrkman- 
ship i and when he liniehed the work he cover* 
the church with lead. He makes then a clcnster, 
a chapter-house in front towards the east, vaulted 
and round, where his ordained ministers may 
hold their secret chapter ; ftater and dorter (i.f. 
refectory and dormitory) and the oiGces round 
about. Splendid manors, lands and woods he 
gives, coofirms (the gift) at once. Andaccord- 
ing to his grant he intends for his monastry royal 
freedom. Monks he causes there to assemble, 
who have a good heart to serve God. And 
puts the order in good condition under a holy 
and ordained prelate, and receives the numbn 
of the convent according to the order of St 
Benedict." 

It is evident from these descriptions that the 
Confessor's church must have been a very line 
Norman building, with the stately, massive piers 
and fine rounded arches characteristic of the style. 

One or two interesting Norman piers remain 
in the room which is now used as the gymoanum 
of Westminster School, and which was formerly 
the common-room of the monks. 

These piers consist of a masmve drum, with a 
heavy cushion capital, ornamented by shallow 
axe-carving. The bases of the fuers are very 
plain. The room has a simple groined vault, 
without vaulting ribs. 

But it is the existing church which must claim 
our chief attentioii. 
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1^ gcDeral dinieDiioDB of the balding are ai 
follows : length of the interior, not iDclndiDg 
Henry VII. 'a Chapel, 403 feet, and including 
Henry VII. 's Chapel, 511 fe" 6 inches. The 
length across the trantepts- and choir, from norUi 
to south, ia aoj feet 1 inchea. The breadth of 
the nave and aisles is 71 feet 9 inches, and of 
the transepts with their ualea, 84. feet 8 inches. 
The height of the ioteiior is a little orer loi 
feet. The height of the western towers is xij 
feet 4 inches, of the lantern i c i feet, and of the 
north front 166 feet. The length of the ex- 
terior, including Henry VII.'s Chapel, is ^30 
feet. 

The church consists of Choir, Transept*,^ 
NaTe and aisles. The transepts are nnusnally 
long and have aisles, which is a very rare feature. 
The floor-space of the western aisle in the sou^ 
transept is cot off by the east cloister, and the 
gallery or upper story thus fofmed is used as the 
Muniment room. 

On the other tide, the eastern aisle of the 
north transept is occupied by the chapela of St 
John the Evangelist, St Andrew and St Michael, 
which are shut' off from die transept partly by 
the remains of an ancient stone screen, and partly 

The architectural style of the buildiog is what 
is known as Early English, but Sir Gilbert Scott 
points out that strong traces of French influence 
are shown in the form of the apse, in the special 
plan adopted for arranging the radiating chapels 
round the east end, and in the general character 
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of the buttrenn. It rouat be remembered that 
fereigD iDfluence was Tery powerful in Heniy 
Ill.'a time, &iid tbia wat joM the period for tome 
of the most gloriotu French architectoral work, 
which, no doubt, Henry derired to imi. 

It hai already been pointed out that the church 
WM built at very different datet, and it is in the 
thineench cHitury part — the Chcur, Tranaepts, 
and firat few bayt of the Nare — that we find the 
moat beauti&l work. It ia, however, only fair to 
aay that the Nave, although not built until the 
reigna of Richard II. and Henry V., ia copied 
from the original dengn with a reverence wonder- 
ful in daya when each generation built on ita own 
bit in ita own atyle, uaually quite regardleaa of 
harmonioua effect. 

At the croaimg of the Nave and TranteptB 
are four great archea which riae to the fiiU height 
of the church. These archea auatain the tower 
or lantern, and this ia open to ita roof, nearly 
fifty feet above the vaulting of the Ciiair. It had 
been intended to erect a central tower or apire 
above the lantern, but it was feared that the 
bnilding would not be able Co bear the weight, 
and therefore the dedgo waa not carried out. 

On looking up, the naual threefold divirion 
into main arcade, triforium, and clereetory will 
be obaerved. The earlier work ahowi a beauti- 
fiil combination of richneaa and aimplicity. The 
main archea are not ornamented with acnlptnre, 
but have very fine roll mouldings. The piera 
conaiat of a central drum with four detached 
Pnifaeck shaft* i they have moulded cajHtals, and 
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the ronnd, moulded abacni. The vaulting ii 
simple and very graceful. It wilt be ooticed 
that in the later work there are moie vaulting 
ribs, thus giving a more elaborate ctTect, and 
that the {uers have eight shaiu instead of four. 

In the thineenth centory work the wall-space 
between the main arcade and clereatory itring- 
courte is covered with beautiful diaper-work of 
varying pattern. This ia diicoatinued in the 
Kven western bays of the Nave. 

The vnndowa ahow an early form of what it 
called " bar- tracery." Th^ are very long, and 
of a grand and simple design, namely, two lancxu 
under one arch, with a cinquefoil, quatrefbil, or 
cusped circle ia the head. 

The tiiforium gallery is one of the most 
beautiful features of the church. It is of the 
same width aa the aisles, and is really a kind of 
upper story, a Romanestjue plan followed la 
some early French pointed chuicbes, and which 
already existed in the Confessor's building. 
The gallery is lighted by windowa of its own, 
jnerced in the aisle wall, which is run up a Uttle 
beyond the vaulting. These windows are for 
the most part triangular in form, and filled with 
cusped circles. The triforium arcade is very 
rich in ornament. It has a double plane of 
tracery, the shafts of the inner arcade havbg 
their bases raised on a deepstep, lo as to make 
them visible from below. There Is considerable 
variety in the ornament of the arches, most of 
the mouldings in the early work being enriched 
with fine, bold sculptures in different c&sigiu. 
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The ends of the Traniepta should be Bpedally 
nodcedf as their arrangeinent is very beautiful. 
Three tiers of arcading occupy the space corre- 
ipondiog to the main arcade, while the gable 
above tbe triforium is filled by a £ne rose- 
window. 

The great weit window U of eotirdy differeot 
detign from the rest of the church. It wai set 
up quite at the end of the fifteenth century, and 
belongs to what is known as the '* Perpendicular " 
(tyle. It is framed in, as it were, by an arch of 
dw panelling characteristic of the period. 

It will be obeerred that a fine wall-arcading 
once ran round the church at a little above the 
floor level. The few arches and sculpturee that 
remain show how beautifiil a feature of the build- 
ing has been thus grievously muulated. The 
design is very graceful, and the spaces between 
the arches were once filled with fine carvings of 
foliage and figures. But, alas, moat of this 
arcade has been ruthlessly cut away to admit of 
the insertion of monuments, many of them ugly 
intruders which only serve to deepen our regret 
for the loss of the arcade. 

At the soutfaern end of the south transept is 
a door leading into a lofty vaulted room, now 
called the Chapel of St Faith. This was the 
old Revescry, and occupies the space between the 
transept and the entrance to the Chapter- house. 
It was the western pordon that was used as the 
Reveitry, the eastern part having been the Chapd. 
Dart tells us that the doorway into this room 
was "enclosed with three doors, the inner can- 
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cellated, the middle, which it very thick, liDed 
with skins like parcbmeiit, and driTcn full of 
nails." He adds that thne skins were tradi- 
tioDally supposed to be "the skins of the Danes 
tanned," but Sir Gilbert Scott seems to think it 
much more likely that they were skins of persona 
executed for sacrilege. Such were the methods 
of justice in those days! 

Henry VII.'s Chapel is really a disdnd 
building, approached from the Abbey by a flight 
of steps under a finely panelled arch-roof, which 
it all too seldom seen on account of the absence 
of light. 

The present chapel is built on the site of 
Henry IIL's Lady Chapel, and coontta of a 
nave and aisles four bays long, the nave baring 
fire small polygonal chapels round the eastern 
cod. The length of the interior is 104 feet 
6 inches, the breadth 69 feet 10 inches. The 
whole building is an exquisite specimen of the 
Perpendicular style, and is singularly rich in 
ornament. The great feature is the beautiM 
** &o-tracery " rault, with its delicate pendants 
and lace-like design. The wall-space is almost 
entirely filled with panelling ; below the clere- 
story windows there runs a row of niches con- 
taining the figures of those saints to whom Henry 
VII. was specially devoted, and below the nich^ 
is a beautiful " angel -cornice." The wall-space 
b the small chapels is also panelled with niches, 
in which many of the statues still remain. 

The windows are very large, those in the 
clerestory haring five lights aiid two transoms. 
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the head beiog filled with characteristic Per- 
pendicular tracery. Tlie aisle wbdow* are some- 
what different; they are sqn are-headed, and 
built ia projectioos, instead of being flat. 

The dainty little ornament known as the 
"Tudor-flower" is much used in this chapel, 
ai a battlement on the transoms, and on the 
small vestry id the north aisle. The gatea 
are worthy of careful study, but they will be 
more litly described in a later chapter. And 
now, before concluding, let us glance for a 
moment at the Cloisters, Chapter-house, and the 
general exterior of the church- 
It has been remarked that almost every style 
of English architecture is represented in the 
cloisters. Leading out of the Cloisier-court to 
the south, there i* the low, dark, barrel-raulted 
passage which is part of the Norman work ; the 
north walk and part of the east walk show the 
vaulting and *' geometrical " window-tracery of 
the Early English period, while the southern 
bays of the east walk are in the " Decorated " 
style, with some very good window-tracery 
of the time. The south and west walks are 
Tcry early Perpendicular. The Chapter-house, 
together with the beautiful vestibule by which 
it is approached from the east Cloister, are 
Early English. The " incomparable" Chapter- 
house is octagonal ; in the centre rises a slender 
colomo, like a tall, graceful palm-tree, from 
which the vaulting ribs spring, and meet the 
pers between die windows. The rauit is sup- 
ported by large flying buttresses which form a 
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great feature of the exterior. The wiadowB 
are very large, and ihow in tbeir tracery a rapid 
development of the architectural style when com- 
pared with thoK in the Abbey itself. They 
are of four lighu, the heads beioe filled wi^ 
cusped circles and qiiatrefoils. A fine wall- 
ar^e runs ronod the interior, and forms stalls 
which were used by the monks. The splendid 
portal of the Testibnle should be specially studied, 
for the sculptures, though mutilated by time and 
weather, are still Tery beauUful. In one of the 
orders of foUage which adorns the great arch, 
figures forming a " Radix Jesse " will be seen. 
(The " Radix Jewe " is a representation of the 
genealogy of our Lord.) 

Id the tympanum two figures of angels remain ; 
the ceotraJ figure, probably that of the Virgin 
with the infant Savionr, is wanting, but the niche 
IB still there. 

Selow the Chapter-house is an octagonal 
crypt, vaulted, and having a short, massive, 
central column from which the vaulting ribs 
spring. No other part of the Abbey stands on 
a crypt. 

It must be admitted that the exterior of West- 
minster Abbey is less beautiful than the interior, 
although on the east and south the efiect of the 
flying buttresses is very fine. The buttresses on 
the south tide span the Cl<ri«ter as well as the 
aisle ; those on the east span the polygonal 
Chapels i while the northern buttresses span the 
aisle only, and have a flatter effect. The west 
front is very inadequate when compared with the 
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wettern fagadn of raott great Gothic churchet ; 
its lack of width aod etatelineu, and the abaence 
of rich decoration are very appareou 

The Nonh front has been recently restored, 
and the great portal merits more than the hurried 
glance aaually bestowed on the entrance to a 
church. There are three doors, each with a 

Eircb of its own. The central one is largest and 
ioest, aod has the most intn^sting scuJptureB. 
The two doors of this central entrance are 
divided by a pier, against which stands a statue 
of the Vir^ Mother with the crowned Child 
in her arms. 

In the head of the tympanum above is the 
figure of our Lord in Majesty, surrounded by 
angeb in adoration ; in the tier below are the 
figures of the twelve apostles, while below them 
again are represented men of every condition, 
taint, eover»gn, ecclesiastic, warrior, artist, poet 
and philosopher, who are all turning thdr upward 
gaze to Him who it the Alpha and Omega. 

This porch takes the place of a very fine 
entnnce built by Richard II., which was known 
as " Solomon's Porch." An old writer speaks 
of this as "a most noble door or portal," and 
continues: "That it hath been a curious, neat, 
and costly porch in foregoing times, the remains 
thereof do at this day in some measure declare; 
for thei^in were placed the statues of the twelve 
apostles in fall proportion, besides a multitude 
of letter taints and martyrs to adorn it, with 
several intaglios, devices and fret-works that 
helped to the beauty thereof 
40 
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The exterior of Henry VII.'s Chapel b a 
rcBtoratioD or copy of the original wwk, which 
had fallen into an almoit nuDous condition at the 
be^nning of this century. The exterior ia quite 
as much ornamented as the interior, for the walls 
are paoelled, the flying buttresaes are pierced with 
dedgns in open-work, crocketted, and finished 
with highly enriched octagonal pinnacles. In- 
deed, the niches with their statues of saints, the 
badges in the panelling, the curious animals carved 
as crocket*, and other details of the ornament, 
are a study in themseUes. The chapel is finished 
with a pierced parapet with small pinnacles at 
intervals. 

We have now glanced at. some of the chief 
features of the architecture of the Abbey, and 
must turn our thoughts to the other treasures 
which it contains. No more appropriate words 
could be found to describe the nameless charm 
that haunts these ancient walls than those of 
one whose voice is now silent, and to whom 
bcautifiil buildings seem to have whispered all 
their secrets j — 

«... The greatest gloiy of a building is 
not in its stones, nor in its gold. Its glory is in 
its age, and in that deep sense of voicefulness, 
of stem watching, of mysterious sympathy, nay, 
even of approval or condemnation, which we 
fed in walls that have long been washed bj the 
passing wares of humanity." 



CHAPTER III 



IT is propoKd to devote this chapter to a 
short descriptioD of three tombs of pccdiar 
iDterest to those who visit Westmiotter, namely, 
the tombs of the three fonoders of the Abbey, 
Kiog Sebert, King Edward the CoofeBsor, and 
KiDg Henry III. 

The tomb which has always been said to be 
that of Sdert, JGng of lit EmI Saxoni, the 
traditional founder of the Church of St Peter 
at Thomey, in the seventh century, is on the 
left hand, just within the gates which divide 
the ambulatory from the south transept. 

The old histories tell us that King Sebert 
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THE TOMBS OF THE FOUNDERS 

died ID A.D. 6 1 6, and that he was interred vith 
his wife Ethelgoda near the high altar of the 
church he had built. Hie tomb was moTed 
into the Confessor's church, and during the 
rebuilding by Henry III. the remains of Scbert 
and his queen were temporarily deposited on the 
touth side of the entrance to the Chapte rehouse, 
or, as some say, in the chapel of the Pyx; 
In 1308, the present tomb was made in the 
aoQth ambulatory, under the Sedilia. It consists 
of a recess under a segmental arch, the mouldings 
of which were once painted and gilt. There 
are remains of painting 00 the soffit of the 
arch, and at the ends, indications of figures still 
being visible. The decoration at the back of 
the monument is an insertion of a later period, 
for the tracery is in the Perpendicular style, 
and in the centre we see the " rose en boImI," 
a badge of Edward IV. 

A stone coffin rests within the recess, and 
probably contains the leaden coffins (plumbeii 
sarcophagia) in which the remains were first 
buried, as we read of the "Coffins of Lead 
being inclosed in Toutchstone " (Dart). 

We are also told that " when Sebert's tomb 
was opened in Henry III.'s time, part of his 
roya) robes were found, and his thumb-ring, 
in which was set a ruby of great value 
(Archxologia III.). 

Leaving Sebert's monument, we pass along 

the ambulatory, ascend the steps to our left, 

under the ricbly sculptured arches that rapport 

Heniy V.'s Chantry, and enter the Chapel of 
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the Kingi, which ii raised abore the level of 
the ren of the church bv a mound of earth 
brought from Holy Land — "the bat funeral 
tumiunB in England," as Dean Stanley calls 

In the centre of this veaerable chapel stands 
the shrine of Edward the Cenfeiior, the tmnb 
round which bare gathered most of the great 
memories of Eogiish history. 

It was very usual in the Middle Ages for a 
■brine containing the relics of a saint to be 
placed thus, between the high altar and the 
Lady Chapel, but in England none such have 
surmed the Reformation save thit one and 
part of St Etheldreda's at Ely. 

The Confessor's first burial-place was in front 
of the high altar of his own Abbey church. 
The tomb itself was probably very rample, for 
we are told that the Contjueror presented a pall 
to cover it. "Very richly was it worlced in 
6ne gold and silver, which King William had 
made to the honour and fame of St Edward." 
This first tomb was the scene of a memorable 
miracle. In the Conqueror's reign, while 
Lanfrtuic was Ardibisbc^ of Canterbury, most 
of the Saxon bishops were dispossessed in 
favour of Normans, and among those whom it 
was proposed thus to deprive, was the saintly 
Wulstan, Bishop of Worcester. He was tCMn- 
fiilly described as " a very idiot," being uoac- 
i|uainted with French, and considenrd other- 
wise incapable of advisioe the king. The old 
■ o We* ■ 
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the prelate) in council. When called upon 
to resigD his panoral staff, Wulitan ihowed 
no anger, bat (imply amwered that he would 
resigQ it, not to the archbiihop, <*but nther 
to St Edward, by whose authority I receiTed 
it." He then went into the Abbey, asproacbed 
the Confe«ior's tomb, raised his ana slowly lod 
struck the pastoral staff into the atone, iajing, 
" Receire, my lord the king j and give it to 
whonwoever thou mayst choose." The staff 
remained immorably fixed in the stone, and none 
could pull it out. Struck with amazement, the 
king and the archbishop acknowledged their 
mistake, and prayed Wulstan to take his staff 
again. Wulstan drew near, and the staff " yielded 
to his hand as if it had been atnck in clay. 
The king and the archbishop ran up to him, 
and 00 their kneea begged his forgiTeness, 
commending themselves to the prayers of the 
saint ; but be, who had learned from the Lord 
to be mild and humble in heart, threw himself 
io his turn i^n his knees." 

In 1098 we hear of another miraculous occur- 
rence. A discnssioD had arisen in the monastery 
as to whether the body of the Confesaor bad 
suffered natural decay, or whether, on account 
of the saintliness of his life, it still remained 
incornipt. The tomb was opened, in order to 
set these doubts at rest, and Uie body was found 
to be "sound and flexible, firm and pure at 
crystal, wluter than snow." Gundulpfa, Bishop 
of Rochester, tried to draw a hair &om the 
long white beard, to be kept as a pfedont relic, 
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but it adhered firmly, and he could not puU it 

These, and other miraclea worked at his 
tomb, caused Edward's farae as a saint to grow 
greatly, and in A.n. 1163 he was formally 
canonized bjr the Pope, hia name being placed 
in the calendar as St Edward the Confessor. 

At midnight on October 13th, in this same 
year, the Coofessor's remains were transferred to 
a h^her and more Bpleadid tomb, or ahrine, 
prepared to receire them by Henry II., with the 
approral of Becket. The king and Becket 
were present at the ceremony of the "Transla- 
tion," as it is usually called, and the archbishop 
presented an image of the Virgin framed in 
iroryt aa an offering to the shrine. 

Edward's body Was found to be tsiH io- 
/e also learn that the abbot drew 
ring of St John from the dead 
lung's finger, and added it to the relics. He 
also . caused three copes to be made oot of 
the burial-robes, which were replaced by new 
ones. 

While the Abbey was being rebuilt by Henry 
III., the Confessor's cofGn was moved to a 
temporary resting-place in the Palace of West- 
minster, whence it was brought with great pomp 
to the gorgeous new shrine on October ijtl^ 
1 169. An old Chronicler tells us that " This 
Prince (Henry III.) being uneasy that the 
Reliques of St Edward were poorly eashrioed, 
and not elevated, resolved so great a Luminary 
should not lie buried, bat be placed high on a 
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Candlestick, to enlighten the church," and Aat 
be "■nrnmoned the Nobility, Migittistet and 
BorgoMt of thi« Land to Weitmincter, to at- 
tend at BO lolemo an affair." 

Tbe coffin wai canied bj the king himadf, 
hia brother Richard, Ear) of Cornwall (King of 
the Romani), hii two iodb, Edward (atterwardi 
Edward I.) and Edmund, E«rl of Lancaater, 
the Earl of Warren, Lord BaMct, and ** many 
other noblea, at many aa could come near to 
touch it." 

Tbe history goes on to uj that "thii wa* 
the firat time that Dirine Serrice wai celdinted 
HI this church after the king rebuilt it ; at which 
Tranatation were preaent one Benedict, a clerk 
of Winchetter, and John a layman, who being 
potKBt -with Derili came from Irduid {Mirpoiely 
to receire Benefit from the Saint, and upon 
feeing hit Cheit removed, the derili wne in- 
itantly cait out." 

The pretcnt tomb it but tbe mutilated remaini 
of Henry Ill.'t magnificent erection, only the 
baument of tbe thirteenth century ahrine being 
left to give nt iodm faint ides of iti former 

The dedgn ia Italian, and ia executed in 
Purbeck marble, once profiuely adorned with 
glaa moiaic. The workmen and the material 
for the moiaic were brought oTer from It^ hf 
Abbot Ware, and the iotciiption tella ua that 
" Peter the Roman citizen " finished the work 
in 1269. 

In the lower part of tbe tomb, on ifac north 
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and «0(tth adea, are nichei where aick pec^e 
were frequently laid in hope of a miraculotu cure. 
Above the«e niches la the space where the Con- 
fessor's body now actually lies, and which ia 
enclosed by panels decorated with porphyry, 
serpeatine and' glass mosaic. The body formerly 
lay in a golden shrine, above the marble and 
mosaic base, and this golden shrine was adorned 
with many splendid jewelled images. There 
wer^ among many others, an image of St 
Edmund, king and martyr, his crown set 
with two- large s^phires, a ruby and other 
precious stones ; a figure of the Virgin and 
Child set with rutxee, emeralds and garnets ; a 
figure of St Peter holding in one hand a church, 
in the other the keys, trampling on Nero, and 
with a large sapphire in his breast. This will 
give some notion of the vaUished t^lendours of 
the shrine. The two large twined columns 
DOW placed at the western end of the basement 
were probably naed as pedestals for statues, for 
an old illustration shows as pillars on either side 
of the shrine, supponiiig figures of St John the 
Evangelist, and Edward the Confessor. 

An altar stood at the western end of the 
tranb, and was replaced at the Reformation by a 
tdile used at coronations, and called St Edward'* 
altar.' 

The shrine was despoiled of its treasures by 
Henry VIII. about 1536, and at the same time 
the relics were di^rsed. 

Bart remarks, with a certain dry humonr, 

that " the Refonnen had so much regard to it 

♦8 
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(>.«. the Shrine) at being th^ R^mntory fior 
a Prince, tho' they dcoied .it Ijeing a Shrite for 
a Saint, tt)at they despoiled it of nothing bu 
what was valuable: Avarice (in this case) not 
Disrespect, being the chief motive that indtfc'd 
their de&cing ib" '.;>.<> 

At this time, the monka, fearing lest even 
tl?e body of the Caoiesaor should, be .desorpyed, 
buried the coffin elsewhere in, the chifr<;h { they 
also took down and hid the decoratioHof tt(f 
lower part of the shrine. ... ,,. 

On the acceision of Queen Mary^ tlie tqmb 
was CO a certain extent restored i the:. present 
cornice and wooden superstructure date frova 
that period, having been put up by Abbot 
Feckenhau. 

The Queen presenced images amd jewel* fqr 
the decoration of the shrine, but its £itt beauty 
had departed nevei to return. 
. During the tinM of the CommcKiwealth, tht 
sbrine was again d«>rived of its adornments, hot 
the Ctmfessor's body was left undisturi>ed. , , 

Later on again* at the Coronation of Jamei 
II. in 1685, one of the " singing men " thought 
he observed a hole broken in the coffin by, the 
&11 of some of the acaffbkUng, and on going 
aftnwarde to tee- if this were true,'hp found that 
the coffin was injured, and was. able to see some 
glisteobg object inlide il< Pitting inhtihand, 
he drew from beneath the shoulder-blades a gfi\4 
cross measuring about four inches long, by. three 
wide^ and a gold chain sopie tw«nt-y-fouT inches 
Itag. On one sid^ of tlM ci0t».wat a repiesoitaT 
• D 49 
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^n orttfffCrQcifiitioit iociianifcl. This precious 
Jewd #38 brsught u> th« &eaa, who in hit turn 
deltTcred it to the king. The finder of the 
croas (nw iilk^ *< the Htad uiJitl ind &rtn, the 
ilpper afrd l(t\vCT JaW« fill] of Ttttti, aod a List 
(tf Gold rouod the Temples, and much duM in 
ihe Coffin." 

- Jsimt II. afi«N»ardl catMxl the cof£o to be 
efldoted wi&iti aadch«r stnngly damped with 
itoD, and Htct that time Edward haa retted in 
^ace. 

From the ndiest day« his thrine hai been a 
place 4if pilgrifflfige, Cokly OlTeriMgR of all kind* 
nawng been laid thew. Near this «»ot wwe 
kept the relics, whicti Were to highly prized 
in the Middle Ages. Among theiM were the 
Virgin Mary's ^dte, preAeoted by the Con- 
fe«Mor ; the ttone on wmch odr Lord Mood at 
His AicensioD, and whidi bore His fbot'print ; 
i ' crystal" base cont^ning some cnF the Holy 
Blood, presented by Hetiry IIL ', a piece <^ 
the True OfO«, set in gold Bod precious nones, 
brought from Wiiles i^ Gdwrrd I.; sAd the 
skMlt o{ St Benedict, prevented by Edward III. 

The ipWen coronet of Llewetlyn, ^e last 
Wttah Prince^ was p^ced near the shrloe 
by AUbuso, tMrd sui of Edward I., and it 
WU ben: that Edward I. brtughc the Stone 
of Scone when he retamed fnm Ids Scottish 

WtJ*. 

Hie fifteenth century Wieai wMeb chMct die 
chapel M Uie wettem n<te, idtlMMigh in n« way 
connected with the rtirlfle ftadf, may yet be 6^ 

JO 
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deecribed here, ai the sculiftiires which form the 
frieze repreeent 8Ccimr from the Coafesvor's life, 
and illnnrate betMr than any words the hold that 
Edward's memoiy had over the irnagiaation of 
thepeople. 

The lubjectB are bb follows, beginoiDg'from 
the sonth end : — 

I. The nobles iwearing fealty to Queen 
Emma in the name of her unborn s(hi. ' 

a. The birth of Edward at I«Hp, in 
Oxfordshu'e. 

3. Edward's coronatioli. The archbii^ops 
of York and Canterbury stand on either side of 
the kine. 

4. The abolition of dw Danegelt, or tax 
imposed on the country by Edielred, to bribe 
the Dqqcs to leave England, 

Edward the Cootetsor had a vision iti which 
he saw a demon dancing oo the Casks which 
ccmtained the treasure, and remitted the tax in 
consequence. 

5. A acalliDn, thinking the king is asleep, 
steels mooey from his treasure-chest. Edward 
wains him to escape before HugoHn, the Cham- 

The story says that when Hugolin came into 
the king's room he discoveted the theft, and 
a^ed the king whether he had not Ktk the 
thief. " Hugolin, no," the king answers, 
**ic was a poor needy one; he has more need 
of it than we I enough treasure hath Kitfg 
Edward." "' ' 

Tbe Ung goM on to ttH hum the thief had 
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come three ume* for boo^, aod at the Uiird 
time, " I sajr to him, Be off, wretch ; what you 
have already tali;en, keep in peace. By me you 
■hall not be discovered; Hugo is coAiing, be 
well auured ; so far I know him, so may God 
guard me, he will oot leave you even one half- 
penny, if he comes." 

6. This represents the miraxiulous appear- 
ance of our Lord to Edward at the maas, to 
which story alluoon has already been made. 

7. The story here depicted is quatnfJy told 
by Fabyan, thus : " he fthe kiog) beyog at 
masse in y« Chuicbe of Westmynster upon a 
Whytsondaye, m the tyme of the leoaci^Hi 
(elevatiqa) of y Sacreroent, he laught; where- 
of the lordes beyog about hym mervayled greatly, 
and after frayned (asked) hym of the cause; 
wbereuoto he answered and said) that the Otnys 
and the Norwa^e* of one assent were prepared 
to have comen into this laode^ and here to luve 
taken prayes. But as the Kynge of Danys 
sboide lave entred his shyp, he (ylle into the 
see and was drowned ; soo that T Uiist in my 
dayes they shal not, nor none other strangen 
riake any warre in this lande." 

8. The quarrel bet«re«i Harold and Tosti, 
SODS of Earl Godwio, and brothers-in-law to 
the king. Edward pr<^he*ies then future un- 
happy fate. ' 

9. Edward see* in a vision that the seven 
sleepers of Epbesus have turned from their iight 
side to their left, a portent of great disasteroi 

10. The CoofeMOC meets St Joha the 
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Evangelirt, who, disguised aa a poor pi! grim, 
asks an alms, " — and the king is in distress 
becatue neither gold nor silver he finds at hand. 
And he reflects, remains silent, looks at his 
hand, and renwmben that on' his finger he had 
a cherished ring, which was large, royal and 
beautiiiil. To the poor man he gives it, for 
the love of St John his dear lord ; and he takes 
it with joy, and gently gives him thanks ; and 
when he was possessed of it, he departed and 
raniabed." 

11. The blind are restored to sight by 
using the water in which the Confessor has 
washed. 

1 2. Two Engliih ptlgrims (said to have come 
from Ludlow) when travel! mg in Palestine^ 
meet St John the' Evangelist, "an old man 
white and hoary, brighter than the sun at mid- 
day." He gtudes the pilgrims to a hostelry, 
tells them that be is John the Evangelist, and 
that he bears a special love to their king. He 
^es them the ring, and bids them restore it to 
Edward, adding, "and let King Edward know 
well, to me he shall come before six months (are 
over) and unce he resembles me, in 'Paradise 
shall we be together." 

13. The pilgrims give thfr ring back to 
the Confessor, and deliver the menage. 

1 4. This scene n usually supposed to' re- 
present die dedication of the Abbey church in 

We cannot conclude this short descriptton of 

Edward the Confessor and of hii la«t reating- 
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tiat^' better than b; the following word* irwn 
Dean Stanley's p^ges, " — tha central tomb, 
round wbich all those famous aaoKi tiave 
clustered, containa the ashes of ooe vho, weak 
and eiriog as he wa«> rests his claims of iatcc- 
ment here not on any act of power or fame, 
but odIv on tua axtless piety and simple good- 
ness. He, towaida whose dust was attracted 
the fierge Norman, and tbe proud Plaotagenet, 
and the grasping Tudor, and the fickle Stuart, 
even the independent Oliver, the Dutch William, 
aod the Hanoren'ap George, was one whose 
humb^ graceq are within the reach of every 
man, woman and child of every time, if we 
rightly part ^he imn^iortal subataoce from the 
perishable fonn." 

On the north aide of the Coafcsaor's shrine 
stands the beautiful and stately tomb of Hatty 
IJI. — "the king of simple life," as his great 
conten^raiy, Dante, calls lum— ^he builder 
of the church we now see. 

Henry died on November i6th, 1172, and aa 
the Feaat of St Sdmund was " buried m%aifi> 
cently in this church ; his body was drest in hii 
Royal Robes, with Che Crown upon his Hev^* 
and all the Nobility attending." 

The body V^ borne by the Knights Temfilars, 
Henry having been the first to mtroduce that 
oi^derinto Englandu He was buried temporarily 
before the High Altar, in the place hallowed 1^ 
the Confessor's bones, and it was not until i>9i 
tb^t his. remains were moved into the splendid 
tomb prepared by £dward I. 
54 



I., Google 



THE TOMBfi OF THE POi;»H)ERS 

Ob that occangn Hmrft bcart wu dciiTsred. 
to the Abbe« of FonUrrault, 19 he Uktn btek 
to the aocMtral bone io Aojoui to tbc Ab^j 
where «o nuo; of the PlaatagcBin liof Ik 
buried. 

The tomb, Italiao Id desi^ and lyorlmnaoahia, 
is of Puiback marble, richly decoratrd with foU 
and glaw moaaici moit <£ which ii mbajyily 
much injured. The ntateriaU for the motuc 
were tent over front ludy, ud tte tamt^ tqivt 
from the effigy, leonu to hurc been toxly in 
1281, w we lead that "in thii year Edward 
caused the tomb of bat &thci at Weitmiiuter 
to be ffvttiy hoaoond wit,b preopoi Itoon of 
jiwp*F which be bad braagbt with bin (uit of^ 
Fraoce." 

The tomb is double, the lower put baviog' in 
it thrfc uDall itoevKi, probably iW to bpld «*£<. 
The Kcoad, or upper mosaic tonibi haa ^ Urge 
slab of fv^^jrj od t«ch «de, and twiued pilUii, 
at the comen. Upog this second umib reM 
the beautiful effin of the kin^ made 'm gilt 
bronze by one William Torel, an EoglUhmw* 
It is not a ponr^t, bw an ideal figorei aod 
re[n%ieots a tovereigii io PTIVO ^ roljes, whUh 
were no doubt once adorned ifitb jewel^ U. 
there axt holes to which Mch. Oimniciitft appear 
to ha*e been attached. 

We stand beside Henry's tomb, «iuj t^apil, of 
the atraoge mixture of deroutneH and extor- 
ticmate tyranny in hii cbar»cnr. Matthew Pmi, 
the old cbreaicleT) aiys of hint : "Inpn^ortun 
a* the kmg wai considered to be de6cieat in 

!S 
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[Inidence in worldly actions, bo wu he more 
dittingaished for dCTodoo to the Lord ; for it 
Wai his ciutdm erery day to hear threfr mane* 
with the notet, and aa he vriahed to hear more, 
he atnduoiuly attended at the celebration of 
private, roawes ; and when the priest elevated 
the body of our Lord, he uaually bdd the hand 
of the priesCand kitsed it." 

The same chronicler relates the story of the 
splendid ceremonies with which Henry IIL 
brought the Holy Blood to Westminster in 1 347, 
ceremomes characteristic both of the* king him-, 
tdf^nd of "die timet in which he lived. 

'TMs 'precious reSc, which has already been 
ihentifMied, was sent to the king from the Holy 
Land by the Knights Templars and Ho^tallers, 
aiydvWas first bronght td St Paul'a. Thence, 
on October 13th (the anniversary of the Gon- 
feesorV Trassbtion), it was carried with the 
utfaost solenihity to the Abbey by the king hrm- 
(elf. Henry had spent the night before in 
prayet* and fasting, and when the day came, be 
went to St Paul'^ and there received the crystal 
phbl containing the Holy BloOd "with the 
grratest boriour, revereoce, and awe." He 
carried it "above his head, publicly, going on 
fbot, iaod wearing a hamble dress,*' dnd we read 
that he " carried it with both hands when he 
citne to any rugged or uneven part of the toad, 
but always kept his eyes fixed on heaven, or on 
die vessel itsdf. Two assistants nipported the 
king's arms, lest Ms strength -should fiul in ao' 
great an efibrt. Finally, he presented and made 
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an offer of it, ai a pricelcH gift aod one thar 
made Eagland iJluKnous, to God, the Church of 
St Peter at Wemniniter, to hia belored Edward, 
and the hcij brethren who at that place miniitn' 
to God and His nints." 

This story iiliMtratei well the' profooiKlly' 
religious side of Henry's character, and forma all 
the more curiouc contraat to the account! of his 



exactions. 

Holinshed calls him "a devout prince, and 
liberal] towards the poore and needy. Yet he 
wanted not dispraise in some points, namely for 
that in ordering of things and weightie a&irs, 
he used small conside radon. He was also noted 
to be a great taker of monie by loans, taxes and 
BobsidieB^" 

Fuller aptly remarks: "He was a very pious 
king. Son to a prophane Father (King John) ; 
a very poor king, Brother to a most wealthie 
(Richard, King of the Romans) ; a very weak 
king. Father to a most wise Son, Edward the 
First." 

Matthew Paris gives us a description of his 
personal appearance : " King Henry was of 
middling stature, and compact of body. The 
eyelid of one eye hung down, so as to hide some 
of the dark part of the eyeball. He possessed 
robust strength, and was iocoQ«derate in his acts ; 
bnt as they generally came to fortunate and happy 
results, many thought that he was dengaatea by 
the prophet Merlin, when speaking of the lynx, 
as penetrating everything with his eye." 

Such was the third IbuDder of the Abbey, 
57 
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f Quiet King Henry Ill.» our GagUtli NnUv 
(doC fgr dep^ pf tvains, but luf th of life] " — 
a m»a of mwy bulta «ad veakseMesi but luiii^ 
withal in hit character that aVsin of devoutneM 
and Hmplicity which hai caused posterity to 
pota a merfifal judgment on bit errors. 
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IN the Chapel of Edward the CaaieoiWi or 
Chapel of the Kia|i, lie six kisga and five 
queCDs of England. 

The lomha of two of thete Idngd Edwwd tlw 

Confe»30r and Henry III., hare been de*cri)>od 

in the preceding chapter, and we must now turn 

OUT aueauon toitlie other monuQienta. , 
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On the north side of the chapel, between the 
monument of Henry III. and the screen, stands 
the tomb of Edward I., the greatest sorerngn of 
the Plaotageaet line, famous both as warrior and 
legislstar. 

Edward was bom at Westminster in 11391 
and was named after the Confessor, He reigned 
from 1272 to 1307, "a right, noble and worthy 
Prince, to whom God proportioned a most 
princely presence and personage, as a right worthy 
seat to entertaine so heroical! a minde." " A 
worthy prince he was," says Fuller ; " fixed 
in his gevTatioh! between a weak father and son. 
. . . Equally fortunate in drawing or sheathing 
the aword in war ^d peace ; living taught the 
English Ipyalty, by thera almost forgotten, and 
the Welsh subjection, which they had never 
learned, before.' — '* He was so fortunate with 
his swoKd at the beginning of his Raign that he 
awed all his Enemies with his Scabbard before 
the end thereof;" 

Edward and his, wife Eleanor were the first 
sorereigps] who were jointly crowned in the 
Abb^, and their coronation in 1273 was the 
first to take place in the new Church of Henry 
HI. 
"BdWaltfs-de'Aition to the Abbey is shown 
by-'hit having continued the building, and by 
his bringing hither the Stone of Scone and the 
S<eotti8h Regalia, to be deposited near the shrine 
j)f his sainted namesake. 

" ' Kihg Edward died at Bnrgb on the Sands, 

a little village dO the Coast cf 'Cnolberiand, on 
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Jniy 7th, 1307. Hu body wa« bnught 'tb 
Waltbara Abbey, where'it lay ibr soae 'fiAecfl 
orsixteeu weeks faeiide that of HavDJdtHeSaxoni 
It wu theo broi^ht to London, by enler4if 
Parlunoeiit, and rnted in the diurcbei ofiiHol^ 
Trinity, St Pad's, and the Friars ' Miaori ■1C+ 
cearirely, " and after with gt^U Mtlen^wytic 
conueyed onto Weetmyneter, and there fanryed 
in the Chapell of Seynt Edwarde* iii'a T>fAyne 
tombe of matUe at y* bed of iia iader.". ■ The 
"plain, rough jnonument " (an'cKtisanEdibsr* 
coDtnwt to' those of his &theit and broEker) 
coosiats of five slabs of gtey iDarUb.a]>6n'«/itaet 
BtODc bate, .asd has the appcanace of Mag 
unfinished. At is well knowDi' Eidi#ard.< had 
charged bis son, Edward II. (i) ttiatbe ifaMiU 
carry his bones through ScotJaiHt.pvntil'^hei had 
Iffought it into subjection; (2) tfaatr'he thon^ 
tend bis heart to the Holy I..>aBd witlxr'i^a 
knighta; (3) that he should not Ivcall iPini 
Gaveston to England. Noneiof dteae 'prottiitel 
were kept, bat the tomb may ' hare beto- loft 
■0 that it might be.eaay. to.flpen it.dnd.BoM 
tbt body at any time. 

F^an seema to think that the roogbnett 
of the tomb is dae to. neglect on Edwkrd liu'a 
part, as he sa,ys, '^AnDoe as.ihia iadetiiwa* 
buryed, and his cKequy tcJtatly fiatDished, 1m 
(Edward Ih) fcrgettynge the hyghe anddHKg^- 
able conlaundenMnt of hiB«^de&der,seftbil)^a)l 
haste for his olde iompere Fyert<dc GaiwttiaaiT 

Hewerra- this huy be,.th* totmb. QanatniJn 

its plain, r«de stBle> The dsiioiiy w« hn^oi 

61 



I., Google 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

dovai in die riot which B>ok place at Puiteo^t 
ftuenl ia 1764, uid th« iron grilie which pro- 
tBOled the tomb 00 the ambuiatory sitte haa 
bIw dMappeared. On the aorth nde of the 
motinnwntanthewordit *< ScDtonun MtHeoi " 

f Hammer of the BcoU) and <• Pactsm Stim " 
Keep Troth )t hut theK inKription* ue 
bfariogd)'' of n lata: date. WhetbA they ore 
a copy of the ancieM iDscripdon or not ia ua- 
Urtaio. The '*pact " may refer to the pronUMa 
madtj'atul brakm by Edward IL 

The tomb of Edward I. waa c^ned in 1^74, 
ami waa found to contain a large Purbec^ maiUe . 
coiU, 6 feet 7 inches long, and i foot 4 iocbet 
dMp. Thit coffin being opened, the cbrpo^ 
whtdi waa 6 feet g inchea long, and in wonder- 
fkl pMMrvuion, waa seen, ** wrapped in a large 
hkaut naantle of Stroag, caone and thick litm 
cnth, diapend, of dull, pale, yellowiah-bnown 
cokwr, aiM waxed on ita under aide." The 
head and face wen coversd with a todarium or 
&ce.'cloth of crimaon au^^enot. The body wu 
drcMed, fim in a wry closely ficciog arC^clotb, 
then in a red lilk-damask dalmatic, aild over 
Hut, a white ailk tiaanc luAe, richly jewelled 
^ and embroidered. Abofe all, vaa ^tbe royal 
mantk or paQ, of tidi crinuoo aatio, faatned 
oa the left ahoiUer with a magnificent fibiala 
of lorac gilt siecal. A piece tf rich cloth of 
gold waa laid ovn The tower part of the body. 
In iM right hand the kbg h^ the aceptic with 
the xirait, made of copper gilt t' bi 4iia leA, the 
rod or aeeptn with &e £m. Ob the head 
6» 
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waa a gilt crovn. The extraonUnary preiecvf- 
don of the bady fras doubtless due to (he care 
with which the cere - cloths had beco \.t^ 
renewed until die time of Henry IV., when thi 
renewal appean to have beeil discoDtiaued. 

The tomb waa Kcnrely cloaed with cenodt 
ia the pre«eDce< of the apectatftrt, w1m> wwe, 
probably, the kit xi4m will ever gaie on the 
great WTereign, 

On the other side of Henry IIL't uHnb jieri 
tut daaghter-in-law, Eleanor of Caidle, mBnied 
to Edward I. in i^$^- She was a conitant 
and devoted compuiioo to ber htuband ilirough- 
ont all their married life, and even innited on 
going frith him to the CnMade, laytiig that 
** nothing ought to part those whom God tari 
joined, and the way to heaven is u aear firsih 
Palestine as from England." 

Tradition says that ihe saved hcrhutbatid'i 
life by tucking the poison irom a wound he 
received from the d^ger of an asiasain in the 
Holy Land, "^e was a godlit and modcat 
pnnceMe,bt) cf pitie, aiid one tbatifaeWed mocfa 
nvoar to the Engtiih nation, readse to rtoleeije 
ercrie mam gi'eefe that swteioed Wrong, and 
to make them -friends that were 'it discord, so 
fane Bs in bcr 1^" (Holinshed). 

Eleanor died of a slow fever at Hanlby, Mai 
Lincoln,' "Upon St Andrew's even, i>9o," 
"die king bcitig then on his waie ts^ard* the 
borden bf Scotland: but having now ItWt dw 
iewell which be mok ieateemed, he rettmwd 
towards LoMiMi'W aocatnpanic the Coups' votb 
«3 
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Wotiniaster, where it was. buried !□ St Edward'i 
Chapell, at the f«t of King Heorit the third.V 
The itor^ of thit fiiDeral proceseioD u weU 
known. A crost mark«d each plice wh«« the 
qneen't body rested on ita laat journey, but of 
theae croian ' only three remain, namely, at 
Nortiiani)itonT Geddington, and Waltham. It 
ii renurked that the idea of thus erecting cnMtet 
might haTc been suggested to Edward I.'t mind 
by the fiiDeral' Ceremonies of St X'Ouis of France, 
faho was, Eleanor's kinsman, and Edward's node 
by auiiriage. 

Three ^toati were erected over the qneen's 
remaiai—Hiiic at Lincoln, which perished in the 
Ciril Wan ; one at Blackirian (where her 
heart was buried), -which was destroyed at the 
disaolutiofl of the mooisteries i and the one sull 
remaining at Westminster. 

The fiineral rites were performed with great 
magnificence, the Bishop of Lincoln prending, 
owii^. to a disrate between the Abbot of We•^- 
mkiiter and this Archbithop of Canterbury, wbo 
th<B could not meet. Provisiott was made for 
splendid coBlmemoration, and Fabyan tells us 
that f abc hathe. ii wexe tapecs brennynge upon 
her tnmbe, both days uod nyght, bo bath 
cotyBued syne the day of her burying to this 
preaent daye." 

' Eleanor's beautiful tomb is of Puiiieck marble^ 
and of a purely Gothic. and English deugn. Oo 
the sides are panels encloskig the armft of Englaod, 
Castile and Leon, and PonthicD, i^hUe on the 
lower jMtR of the ttmibi on tbe ■aabalfltoty aidei 
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aie tracct of a painting b^ " Matter Walter ot 
Durham," auppoaed to represent one of the 
apocryphal mirades of the Vir^n. Upoo the 
marble tomb reate the exquisite ideal e&gy in 
gilt broDze, the work of William Torel, the 
same English arust who designed the eiEgy of 
Heory III. The queen wean her crowo, and 
is robed in two Icmg dreSKs and a cloak, the 
string of which is held in her le& hand. 
Nuraerona small holes in the crown and round 
the borders of the garmeiBs show that some kind 
. of orDameot has been attached. 

The monument is protected on the ambulatory 
side by a very fine grille of wrought iroo, the 
work of an English «nith, ooe " Master Thomas 
de Legbtooe" (Leighton Buzzard),' a;) d round 
the copper verge is a Norman-French iosctiption, 
"let gist AUanor jadis Reyne de Engletere 
femme al Rey Edeward, Fiz le R«y Henri, e 
fylle at Rey de Espagne e CoDtasse de PuntiS^ 
del alme de ti Dieu pur sa pte eyt merci. 

The eastern end of the Chapel, where, the 
altar of relics once stood, is now occupied by 
the Chantry Chapel of ffmry F., built by his 
son, Henry VI. Henry V,, we are told, 
" directs in his will that over his body be made 
a high place to be ascended by steps at ooe end 
of bii ton^, and descended ta likemaaoer at the 
odier end, in which place the relics were to be 
l^ced, and an altar founded. To this altar, 
called the Altar of the AanuociatioD, the ki^g 
beqaesths plate and restmnits, aod.orden that it 
6s 
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shall be served by three mooka <^ the Abbev 
Church, who ahall say three masMS daily. 
A mtm of money waa bequeathed for the aupport 
of the Chantry, and for the due celebration of 
llie king's anniversary. 

Beneath the arch formed by this beautifiil 
Chantry, which was built according to his direc- 
tions, lies Harry of Monmouth, the victor of 
Agincourt, " a prince whome all men loTcd, and 
<^ none disdained, a capteine againit whome 
fortune never frowned, nor mischance once 
spumed; . . . of courage invincible, of purpose 
iromutaUe, so w)«e-hardie alwaieii as feare was 
banisht from him. . . . For bountifuloeas and 
lilNiralitie 60 man more free, gentle and franke, 
in bestowing rewvds to all persons accordit^ to 
th«r desera ; for his saieng was, that he never 
desired monie to keepe, but to give and spend." 

Dean Stanley points out that " Henry V. 
cherished a peculiar veneration for the Abbey, 
which had been the scene of that great trans- 
formation, from a wild licentious youth to 3 
neady, determined man, to an austere champion 
of orthodoxy, to the greatest soldier of the age, 
' HostiuiB victor et sui.' " 

Henry died at Vincennes in his thirty-fourth 
year, and his embalmed body rested for a time 
in Rouen cathedral. Thence it was brought, 
with the most magnificent of funeral processions, 
to Calais, Dover, and LoodoD. The cwpse 
was placed in an open chariot drawn by four 
horses, "and above his Corps was his Figure 
made of b0yl«d Hides or Leather, FepreaeDtug 
€6 
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his Person, and painted to die Life ; upoti whoae 
Head was set an Imperial Diadem of gold Utd 
precious Scones ; od faie Body, a purple Robe 
- fiiired with Ermine ; in hii right Haod li»|had 
a Sceptre Royal, and in liia 1& » Ball of Gold 
with a Cross fixed thereon " (Saodford). - 

This meiiuon of the efEgy is of .special 
interest, as it marks the first occasion Up .fkhich 
an effigy was carried at a royal fimeral in place 
of the embalmed body -of the sovereiga. Jaraee^ 
King of Scotland, acted as chief meurur, and 
Katheriae de Valois, the widowed queen l 
followed at the distance of a les^ue. Round 
the car wAe a hundred men in white, carrying 
torches, and thare was, a procession of clergy, 
who chanted as they went. 

The body was met at Dover by bishops and 
other gieatrecclesiastits, funeral semces being 
held at each stage of the journey between Dover 
and London. On reaching London, the. body 
was laid in state in St. Paul's Cathedral, where 
the Jrst great obsequies were , eelebratad. Il 
was then brought with much pomp to the 
Abbey, and there it was solemnly intciredi 
" He was interred with such solemne ceremonies, 
moorning of lords, praier of {Hiesta^ and su<dk 
lamenting of commona, as never befqre then.tbe 
lyke was seene in England." The king's thret 
chargers were led up the Nave, t)«biiid the effigy, 
and the banners were boriic.,by nobled. ' ' ., 

Eatberloe de Valois erectiu); tbe menument 

of Purbeck marble w^ now see, '* whereon ^was 

pkui'dthis Statue rf Heart of Oak; oa which 

IS? 
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waa a Hesd <rf' Sil*er, and likewiK hia Sceptre 
and otiier Regtdia." But we learn that about 
the latter part of Hem-jr VIII.tB reigd, the head 
of maadve ailyer, together with the platea «f' 
nlver which covered die w4)ole figure ** became 
the Prey of pilfeiwg, aTaricioiii and aacriiegioua 
Handa, to diat the headleM trunk is all that 
remaiDs." 

Addiion, in the Spectator, describes the in- 
dtgnotioa of Sir Roger de Coverley at the sight 
of Henry V.'« motiUtedefSgy. " Smne WWg, 
I'll warrant yon," saya Sir Roger ; " yoD ought 
to tock up your kmga^vetter ; they will carry off 
the body too, if yon don't take care." 

At the western end of the tomb are fifttMith 
century gate* in iron-w«rk, made by a London 
smith, Roger Johnson. 

The Chantry Chapel cuts ruthlessly into 
the ton^ of Eleanor aad PhUippa on either 
tide, but is a beautiful work in it«e)£ Among 
the itatiiet on the towers are figures of two 
kings, each carrying a church in hts left hand, 
and eridAitly meant for the Confessor and 
Henry III. AboTe the attar are the figures 
of St George uid St Denis, the patron saints 
of England and France, two female saints, and 
two king*, iH-obaUy the Coitfessor uid St 
Edmund. 

The scnlptare* &cing the north and lonth 
Ambulatories are thoaght to represent Henry's 
two coronations, in Kn^and and in Prance. 
Among the scdptured derices are die swans 
■ad nnelf^MS of the De Bcrfwos, and Heary*f 
49 
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^leci^ badge, the . cretMt light. Thi» cresset 
hght is supposed to iodicate Henry's good 
qualjdes, ooce obecared by youthful follies, 
MU in later years shining like a beacon or 
creMct, "which is no ordinary light." 

On a wooden bar above the Chantry hung 
the shield, saddle and helmet of Henry V., 
placed there '* after the example of the like 
personal accou^ements of the Black Prince at 
Canterbury." Truth, alas, compels ns to admit 
that the helmet is not "that very cascjue that 
did aflHght the air at Agincourt," but a -tilt- 
. ing helmet purchased for the funeral. Still, 
the shield, nddle and helmet remain, in theii 
faded glory, to ^ak to all beholders of a 
king "thu both Uved and died a pateme in 
princehood, a load-staiTe in honour, a mirrour 
of magnificence." 

Beneath the ancient altar-slab in the Chantry 
Chapel of Henry V. lies his wife, Kaiieriiu 
de yaleii, daughter of Charles VI. of Fraace, 
married to Henry V. at Troyes in 1415, died 
1437- 

After the death of Henry V., Katherine 
married Owen Tudor, a Welsh gentleman who 
claimed descent from Cadwallader, and was 
celebrated for the beauty of his person. Her 
eldest son, Edmund Tndor Earl of Richmond, 
married Margaret Beaufort, and was the father 
ofHcpryVII. 

Katrine died at Bennondscy Abbey, and 
was buried at Westminster in Henry lll.'s(^ady 
CbapeL When this building was pulled down to 
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male room for Henry VII.'s new Lady Chape), 
die' queeri's remanM were remoTcd, and placed 
bnide Henry V.'a tomb in a coifin of loose 
boards, where it remained for more than two 
hundred years. Dart, writing in the eighteenth 
cetitiiry', silys chat her body " haa ever smce coa- 
tin4ied tb be seen','the Boae« being firmly united, 
iftid thfhly eloth'd with I^erf), tike scrapings of 
tano'd teather ; a view fit to represent to us 
tlw end rif Beauty, Greatness, and what else 
■ublurikry things we boaft." 

,Pe|>ys/in his diary, Eella us howhe saw, "'by 
particular fevour, the body of Queen Katbeijne 
dc Valbia, and I had the upper part of her body 
in my hand*, and I did kiss her mouA, reflecting 
apoh it thit I did kin a QUeene, and that thit 
was' my binhdsy, ihirty-^x years old, that I did 
kissaOueene.'^ 

Ill 1776 the body was placed in the Villiers 
Vault in St Nicholas'^ Chapel, and in 1878 
removed to its present resting-place, with the 
Sanction cf Qaeen Victoria. 

On the southern side, next to Henry V.'s 
Chailtry, 'is the tomb of "the mow courteous, 
OcAile'aad liberal queen that e»er reigned in onr 
linie, the lady Phi^ppa 'of Hmnmth, queen of 
England and of Ireland," wife- of Edward III., 
marrieJ and crowned in 1347-8, died 1569. 
"She was a WomaA of great hisnonr and Tinue, 
and a 6rm friend to England : — strenuoosly 
asserting her husband's right to France, notwith- 
gtancfine her- close alliance with that crown." 
All wffl remember the story of Queen Philippa't 
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titeerceuioD for the borgesMS of Calais, who had 
been coDdemned to death by Edward ill. 

FrtHsaart teUa ui that when Fhilippa felt W 
end approaching, she tent for the king, and hold- 
ing hta right hand in heri, she made three last 
requests, of which the third was as follows : " I 
entreat that, when it shall please God to call 
yon heace, you will sot choose any other 
sepulchre than mine, and that you will lie by -my 
tide in the cloisters at Westminster.'' — *^Soon 
after," the chronicler adds, " the good lady made 
the sign of the cross on her breast, and bnibg 
Kconunended to God tbe king and her yoaKgHt> 
son Thomas, who was pieaent, gave up tier spirit, 
which, I Gnnly believe, was ^Ught by the holy 
angels and carried to. the glory of HeaTeo ; for 
she bad never done anything, by thought or deed, 
that could endanger her losing it." 

Philippa has "a curious neat black ma^Ue tomb, 
with her image thereon in polished abbaster," as 
Keepe describes it, and he adds that "round 
about the Pedestal are thirty sweetly carved 
niches, wherein had been placed as many images,'' 
but the images and moat of the ti^ieniacle wock 
have disappeared. The small portion (^ the 
tiU>eraacle work, yet remaining was rsfilaced in 
i8$7 by Sir Gilbert Scott, wbo found sotbe 
pan of it in a museum, and some built into 
rienry V.'s Chantry. The alabaster effigy, with 
its quaint head-dress, is a portrait, the earliest 
portrait elfigy in the Abbey. The images which 
once filled liie niches represented the great pes- 
sooages to whom Philippa was related^ among 
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them beiog Edward III., Edward the Black 
PriDce, William of Hainault (Phihppa'i father), 
and the king* of Navarie, Bohemia, Sicily and 

The tomb it of Flemish detigD, the work of 
a Flemish artist, Hawkin de Li^e; the kiog, 
we hear, was at "raat expence in erecting 
chia once gorgeooa monuTnent, which was once 
adorned with no less than wveBty figures. There 
is a wooden canopy ahove the tomb, and it was 
fonnerly protected by an iron giille bought by 
Edward- III. for £^o, horn "the keeper of the 
old works" at St Panl'a, where it once corered 
the tomb of the "venerable Father Michael, 
once Bishop of LoadoD." 

Next to Philippa, according to her dying 
request, lies her husband, Edward III. He 
was born in ijis, and reigned from 1327-8 
^ '377> "> prince no lets successiul than 
faliant ) like an amphibioti, he was equally 
actiTe on water and land. Witness his aav»l 
Tictory nigh Sluyi, and land conquest at Ct^cj, 
Foictieta, and elsewhere." "He coaqiM^ 
both before his face and behind hit back, 
wbeoce be came and whither he went, north 
aid south, one in his person, the other in his 
sdMtitntes in his absence." *'A Prince who 
loved juitict, order, and his people, the suprane 
virtues of a Soveraigne." It was in right of 
his mother Isabel, daughter of Philip the Fair, 
that Edward claimed the throne of France, 
and began that " Hundred Years' War " between 
Prance and England, which ended in the Ei^lish 
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bring diiren out of neariy all their FreDch 
poRKsuOM in I453> 

Edwaid III. died at Sheen, deteited by bis 
favourites and attendants, robbed Jo hit lait 
inonieDts of the Tery rings oJF hie fingert. One 
pricBt oaly waa {>reaent to minister to the dying 
king. 

The tomb, which it very fine, is of Purbeck. 
marble, with effigy, gtatuettea, and coata of 
arms in gilt In'onze, the shielda being coloured 
by means of enamcL Round the base, oo the 
ambulatory tide, are quatrefoils,' wtth em- 
blazooed fields in the centre. Round the 
tomb itself are twelve niches once filled with 
gilt-bronze figures of Edward's children. Six, 
of these figures still remain, namely, .those of 
Edward the Black Prince, Joan de la Tour, 
Lionel Dnke of Clarence, Edmund of Langley 
Duke of York, Mary of Brittany, and William 
of Hatfield. The face of the efiigy is saj^osod 
to have been modelled from » cast taken after 
death. Over the tomb is » fine wooden canopy, 
and round the verge a rhyming inscription in 
Latin. 

The circle of royal tombs round the Con- 
fessor's shrine is completed on the south side 
by the large altar'tomb of Richard II. and his 
first wife, Anne of Bohemia. 

Richard II., " of Bordeaux," as he was 
called, was the son of Edward the Black 
Prince and Joan, " The Fair Maid of Kent." 
He vras born in 1366, and reigned 1377 to 
1399- 
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jIwu of Bohemia, die " good Queen Anne," 
was the daughter of the Emperor Charles IV., 
and aiMcr'Of the "good King Wencetlaua." 
She was married' to JUchard in the Abbey in 
136^ and died in 1)94. 

Richard II. had. a specia] love for West- 
minster j lie " esteemed Edward the Confeawr 
as hii' PatTOD, and vote his arms." He and 
the 'Qoeeo oaed- <C(V attend service in state on 
St Edward's Day, and the picture of Richard 
vdiich now hangs in the Sacnrium is supposed 
to leprewmt him as be aj:f>eared in the Abbey 
OD these occasioas, in royal robea.with crown 
and sceptre. Richard II. buih the great North 
MtfaDce to the Abbey . known as S<domon'* 
Porofa^ and he also -pardv rebuilt Westminster 
Halli 

The tomb waa wectedby Richard himself 
oto' the ivinains (^ his wife' Anne, who died 
U Sheen, " to the great greefe of hir hoaband 
King Richard, who loved hir incirely. The 
king' took-eucha oonceit with thei home of 
Shene^ whete she ^departed this life, that he 
caused the buildings to be thrown down and 
defaced." ' 

Annv's fii^eral was very- magnilicent ;'"Uie 
illumination was so great on the day of the 
cerenway that nothing was ercr seeo like. to it 
before, ' not at the burial of the good Queen 
PhiKppa Or any other," an Fniiisart tells us. 
The lomb, with its marble and metal-work, 
cost about ;^io,cdo in qui' modem money. 

Richard li. intended to be laid in the tame 
?♦ 
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tomb, and directed that his efligy ihould 
repreaeni him holding the Queen's right haad 
in his, but some time elapsed between kis OWD 
tragic death and his burial beaide his beloved 
wife. Richard was depoaed by his cousin, 
Henry of Lancaster, and is generally supposed 
to have beeo murdered at Postej&act by a 
luiight named Sir Piers of Extoo, who, " wirii 
Viii other ia his companye, fell upon the sayde 
Richarde late fcydge, and hym myserably in 
his chaumbre slewe." The body, covered with 
lead all bat the face, lay'at St Paul's for three 
days, abd 'Was then boned ac Langtey. In 14.13 
— possibly in obedience to Henry IV.'a dying 
iastractlous -^ Henry V. commanded that the 
body of Richard sbcMld be brought to West' 
minster, and there buried with great •olemmty. 
Hetu-y V. "proVyded that iiii tapers shonlde 
brenne daye and night about his grave whyle thb 
world endureth," and directed that dirges and 
requiems shoald' be said. 

The gilded effigies are etidently portraits, 
although Richard's does not recall much of the 
''*Burpaesing Iwauty " for which he was famed. 
The robes of the king and queen are stamped 
all dver with badges and patterns, and among 
these devices will be seen the white hart, the 
sun rising through the clouds at Crecy, the 
eagles of the empire, the lions of Bohemia, and, 
round the cape of the king's mantle the broom- 
cods of the Plantagenett. The statuettes and 
enanWlted - coats of arms which once adorned 
the tomb have long ago disappeared. A w'ooden 
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canopy coTcra the tomb, aod is decorated od 
ebe inner side with paintiDgs, repreKming the 
Trinity, the coronaUoQ of the Virgin, and 
Queai Aime'fl coat of arme. Round the edge 
d the tomb there b a rhyming. ioscriptioD in 
Latin, aa on tlie tomb of Edward III. 

The little- otonume at in black Lydian marble 
do«e to the tomb of Henry III. is that of 
ERnaieih Tudor, daughter of Heary V II., who 
died ID i49$> ag<d three years and two mootfac 
She died at Eltham, and her fiiaerai was cele- 
brated in the Abbey- with great pomp. The 
ytfnb ha* lo«t the gilt cdigy and inacriptioin 
which ODCc adfHued it. 

A very limilar tomb in grey marble atanda at 
the head, of Edward III.'b monument. It is 
that of Margaret of Tork, sixth daughter of 
Edward IV., who died in 1472, aged nine 
months. . Thia little tomb, which has also lost 
its brass effigy and inscriptiona, ia aiqtpoaed 
to hare been moved ftota some- other prt of 
the church, poasihly from Henry III.'s Lady 
Chaptl. 

Close to Queen Philippa's grave lies her 
youngest a<»i, Thomai of Woodttock, Duke of 
Gtomttler, who died in 1397. He became 
Constable of England in right of hia wife, 
Eleanor, co-heicess of Humphrey de Bohuo. 
Thomas was at first the adviser of hia un- 
stable nephew Richard II., but fell into 
diagrace, altfaoifgh "only guilty of tll-tem- 
peced Loyally . . . and preauming on the old 
maxim : ■ ao Uncle is ia the place of a Father.' 
,6 
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He obserred the king too nearly, and checked 
him too sharply ; whereupon he was conveyed 
to Calaia, and there strangled" (or, rather, 
smothered). 

Richard II. perpetrated this shameful murder 
under pretext that hi» uncle was conspiring against 
the crown. Thomas was first buried at Plessy in 
Essex, where he had founded " a feit CoUedge," 
and was afterwards translated to Westminster. 
The fine bras* which once covered his tomb-stone 
hat disappeared. 

On the nordi side of the Confessor's shrine 
lies his wife, QtUea ESiha, daughter of Earl 
Godwin, sister of Harold and Tosti. She died 
in 1075, ^^^ '^ seems that she was first buried in 
the same tomb with her husband, and afterwaTtb 
.moved to her present resting-place. 

The sweetness and gentleoess of her character 
was so great a contrast to her warlike father, that 
it caused the old writers to say of her: "As 
comes the rose from the thorn, came Edith from 
Godwin." We are told that "her breaJt was a 
storehouse of all liberal sciences," and great stress 
is laid on her proficiency in needlework. In tiiis 
accomplishment, we are assured, *' she had no 
equal as far -as ConstaDttnople." The Abbot of 
Croyland says Uiat she was "of remarkable 
beauty, extremely well-versed in literature, a 
maiden of exemplary purity of life and manners, 
and of most holy humility." He adds that often, 
as he met her on his way back troiH school, she - 
would quesuon him about his ' studies and his 
verses, after wluch) she would' present hkn with 
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three or foar pieces of money, and aeod him U> 
the royal larder to refresh himself. 

Ob the wnith ude of the ihrioe lies the 
"Good Queen MauJ," wife of Henry I., 
daughter of Malcolm III., King of Scoc^nd, 
and Margaret, the great-niece of the Confeuor> 
Queen Maud changed her Saxon name of Editha 
for the' Norman name of Maud, in order to please 
hei Norman subjects, and her marriage widi 
Henry I. did much to reconcile the Norinan and 
Saxon races. We are told that "she was famed 
ibr faer humility, piety uid charity, and ail 
vcrtuous dispositions, far from the ordinary, either 
vices, OT iinbecillities, of her sex." Another 
writer tells ns that "she went every day bthe 
Lent time to this Church, bare-foot, and bare- 
leg'd, wearing a garment, of haire; she would 
wash and kiss the feet of the poorest people, and 
give them bountiiidl Almea." " Her Tirtues 
were so great, that an entire day would not 
suffice to recount them." 

Near the tomb of Edward I. is a large slab 
with a brass in fairly good preservation, com- 
merawating Join of Waiibam, Bitbefi ef SaBi- 
iurj, who died in 1395, John of Waltham 
was a great friend of Richard II., who made 
him Master of the Rolls^ Keeper of the Great 
Seal, and Lord Treasurer. "Richard II. bad 
such an affection for him, that, dying in his 
office, he caused him to be buiied (though mtmy 
■ muttered thereat) amongst the Itings, and next 
to King Edward the First, at l^stminster.' 
John of Waltbant is the cmly.pqfson buried in 
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this chapel who u not o£. royal binh. The 
bishop is represcDted on the Ivaftq wearing 
his Masa veatments aad holding his patboral 
ataff. 

In or near the shrine of the ConfeasQr was 
kept, for long years, a golden cup containing 
the heart of ffmry. d'Almayne, son of Richard 
King of the RomaoB, and nephew of Henry 
III., who was murdered by the sons of Simon 
de Montfort in the cathedral of Viterbo in 
1171. 

To the tragic story of this prince's death we 
owe the one Elusion to the Abbey made by 
Dante in the Dirine Comedy. 

Henry d'Almayne, with his. cousins Edward 
I. and Edmund Crouchback, was returning irorti 
the Crusade, and came with them to Viterbo, 
where the kings of France and Sicily, together 
with the cardinals, were met to elect a pope. 
The old Florentine chronicler, Villanir telli ue 
that "Henry being in a church at, Mass, at the 
hour when the aacnJGce of the body of ChriK was 
being cetebratedr Guy, Count of. Montfort . .. . 
stabbed and slew with his own hand the said 
Heci7, in revenge for Count Simon de Mont- 
fort, his fatherj slain, through his own fault, by 
the King of England." Guy de Mootiattj 
"was not content with having done the said 
murder," but being reminded that his father' had 
been draped by the hair along the ffWnA, 
'•returned to thecfauich, and took Hency^ by 
tb« hair, and dead as he was, he draped him 
Tilely from, the churbhi"'r i ':■■, i.'- i 
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Guy de Mmtfoit waa afterwards excom- 
mumcated for this deed, and Dante sees him in 
a oonier apart from the other Bioners, in that 
awful river of blood where the violent are 
punished, and says of him — 

• > He cleft aiander in God't botom 

The heart that atill upon the Thamei i« honoured," 
(A/ >3I. ns-io.) 

the blow having been struck during the elevation 
of the Host, thus adding the wn of sacrilege to 
that of murder. The body of Henry d' Almayne 
was interred at the Cistercian Monastery of 
Hayles. The golden cup which held the heart 
was placed, roost probably, in the hand of a 
statue near the shrine. 

The Caronaluin Chain and Stone of Scone 
In front of the £ftcench century screen described 
in a fmner chapter stand the Coronation Chair*. 
The chair on the Idt as we &ce the screen is 
that made by order of Edward I. to enclose the 
Stone of Scone. The chair is of oak, and arane 
few fiunt traces of its gorgeous decoration yet 
mnain. It appears to have been richly adorned 
with colour, Riding, and . glass mowic. The 
lower part, which contains the famous Stonc^ is 
formed of open quatrefoils which once enclosed 
shields. 

The legendary story of the celebrated Stone 
of Scone tells us that it is the stony pillow on 
which Jacob rested hit head at Bethel, when 
be saw in a vitioo the ladder set up benrecn 
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earth and heaveii. From Bethd thia Stoat 
was carried loto Egypt by the patriarchs ; from 
Egypt it was taken to Spain by Gathelui the 
Greek, son of Cecropa the builder of Atheni. 
This Gathelus married Scota, the daughter of 
Pharaoh, and according to an old cbrociclert 
Scotland is named from thii same Scota. 
Gathelus, being alarmed at the judgment* 
pronounced against Egypt by Moies, fled to 
Spdn, and took with him the Stone of Bethel, 
upon which be sat as he administered joatice to 
his people. In later times a king named Milo 
the Scot ragned in Spain. One of his -sons, 
named Simon Brech, was sent to invade Ireland 
and subdue it. It is he who is said to have 
taken the famous Stone to Ireland, where it was 
placed on the SLicred biU of Taia, and received 
the name of " Lia Fail," or the " Stone of 
Destiny." If a true king eat upon, it at his 
coronation, the Stone madt a noise like thunder. 
If the king-elect were a pretender^ the. Stone 
was silent. Some antiquaries maintain that the 
real Stone still resW on " Tata's Hill," but others 
tell us that about 330 b.c, Fergus, the founder 
of the Scottish Monarchy, carried it across the 
sea to Dunstailnage. From Dunstaffnage it is 
said to have been removed for a time to lona, 
and thence, in AJy. 8;o, it was brought by 
Kenneth II. to Scone, where it was enclosed in 
a wooden chair. From the time of the corona- 
tion of Malcolm IV. at Scone in 1 1 $4, ali the, 
succeeding kings of Scotland were crowned o^ 
the Stone until the time of John Balidl. Ed^^nd 
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I. is said to have been crowned King of Scotland 
00 the »acred Stone of Scooe ^er he had 
ddeated Baliol at Dunbar in 1196. Whether 
this was BO or not, Edward carried off the Stone 
and the 8cott)«h regalia, and placed them near 
the Confeuor'e shrine (1397). 

The Scots made seyeral attempts to reclaim 
the Stone, and Edward III. actually consented 
to restore it to them ; but though the regalia 
was sent back, the people of Londoa would not 
hear of the Stone being allowed " to depart from 
themselves." 

In this Chair, and on this Stone, all the 
•ovcrrigns of England have been crowned from 
Edward II. downwards. It was even taken 
into Westminster Hall for the ioBnguration of 
Cromwell as Lord Protector, that being the 
only time it has been moved out of the church. 
The second chair, that on die right, was made 
for the coronation of William and Mary, who 
were crowned as joint sovereigns. 

Tht Sword and Shield of Stall 

Betwe«i the chairs, resting against the stone 
•creeo, are the State Sword and Shield of 
Edward III., said to have been carried before 
him in France. The sword, which is 7 &et 
long, and weighs 1 8 lbs., ii described by Dr jden 
as "the roonomental sword that conqnCT'd 
Prance." It was 00 the occasion of Edward 
'III.'s coronation that the sword and shield of 
•Nte were first canied before the sovereign. 
82 
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The Spectator tells lu that " Sir Roger 
de Coverfey laid hia hand upon Edward the 
Third's sword, and leaning upon the pommel 
of it, gave us the whole history of the Elack 
PHnce; concluding, that in Sir Richard Baker's 
opinion Edward the Third was one of the 
greatest princes that evei sat upon the English 
throne." 
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CHAPTER V 

THE SACRAKIUH AND CHOIR 

" How rerercDd ii the hce of this call pile. 
Whole ancient pillars rear their marble headt, 
To bear aloft its arch'd and ponderouB roof. 
By itB own weight made iteail&it and immovable 
Looking [ranquiUitf ! " 

IF aoy visitor, entering the Abbey, wishes to 
obtain an adequate impresaion of its beauty 
and significance, he cannot do better than make 
his way to the great crowing of the Choir and 
Transepts, take his stand on the altar-steps, and 
then look round him. 

The finest and moat interesting view of the 
church is to be had from this place, for not only 
do the beautiful cruciform shape of the building, 
and the exquisite detaila of the architecture show 
here to the beet advantage, but the memorials of 
the famous dead, as seen on either side, irrerist- 
B4 
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THE SACRARJUM AND CHOIR 

ibly reotll the thought, of tti«,"gical;.cl(»Kl of 
witneues" by which wc are compatsecl about., 

IVraing eastwardi, amt looking ta>i'ardB.the 
apee,' the reredot, the splendid pavemeat^ and 
beantiful t^iba in the BBncimary. (usually, but 
incorKctly, called "die Sacrarium*'), «iay ^ 
studied. 

It will be remeiubeied that here, before the 
altar, the coronatjona of our . fiovereigoa havf; 
taken place, from the coronatioD of Witliam 
the Conqoeror to that of Queen Victoria. On 
these occaainQ* the Coronaliou Chair is brought 
out from the Confeesor'a Chapel, and [Jaced 
in the Sacrariun. At the end of the cere- 
mony, the sovereign, seated on a raised throne 
under the Lantern, receives the homage of t^c 

Speaking of the qnronation of Queen Victoria, 
Dean Stanley says : " With this feiiry vision ends 
for us the series of the niost coptinupus succession 
□f events that the Abbey has witness^. , Nona 
such belongs to any other building in the world. 
The cocovitiuis of the kings of France at 
Rei(A8,LUd of the popes in. the Basilica of the 
Vatican, most ae^ly aj^noacb it. But Reims 
is now deserted, and (Ik pcssent .Church of Sf 
Peter is by Gts centuries nMH'e nwderi^ than 
the Abbey. The WestmiqsteE coronations, aro 
thus the outward expression of the gtiaqdenr of 
the English monarchy. ... They :{efiect the 
Tarioos pKipOTtioiM in which its elective and 
its hereditary character have counterbalanced 
each other. They contain, on the Ww b^d, 
»S 
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in the RecD^nidtHi, the EmhroDizatioD, aad 
the Oath, the utterances of the 'fierce demo- 
cracy' of the people of Eogland. They 
coDtain, do the other hand, in the Uanion, 
the Crown, and the Fatd ^ne, In the saoc- 
tion of the {^retatet and the homage of the 
nobles, the primitive regard for sacred places, 
■acred relics, consecrated persons, and hearen- 
desc^nded right, 'lingering on throngh all the 
dODDteracting tendencies of change and time." 

The Sacrarium was formerly hung with cloth 
of arras, or tapestry, representing scenes from 
the Life of the Confessor. In the time of 
Queen Anne this was replaced by a wooden 
wainscotttng, which coinplefely hid the tombs 
from'view. Queen Anne ako gave permission 
for an altar-piece or reredos by Inigo Jones 
to be brought iroRi HamptofE Court, and erected 
here. TTiis reredos was in its turn removed in 
1814,10 make way for a t^rra^cotta screen by 
Bemasccmi. 

The presrat reredos and altar were erected in 
1867, after a design by Sir Gilbert Soott The 
statues on the reredos are ihf work of Mr. Arm- 
stead, and .the central mosaic, representing the 
Last Supper, was executed by Sslviati. ' 

The four larger statues represent (beginning 
ffbm the north side) — 

1. Moses, the Lawgiver; placed nearest to 
Statesmen's Comer t 

1. St Peter, the patron-sunt of West- 
minster; 
. 3. StP^i 

86 
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4. David, tbe Poet and Paalmiit of Israel, 
placed next to Poet's Corner. 

The smaller statuea in tbe upper tier represent 
the four ETangdists ; those ia the lower tier tbe 
four greater Prophsta. The frieze above tbe 
mosaic represeota kcdcs from the life of our 
Lord. 

Tbe pavement within the altar-raili is very in- 
terettiog, and is considered to be a fine speciiDen 
of the Italian mosaic known as "Opus Alex- 
aodrinum. The design r^resents either the 
probable duration of the world, or tbe frimam 
moUlc, according to the Ptolemaic system. Tbe 
materials for the mosaic (chiefly porphyry and 
•eipentine) were brought from Rome by Abbot 
Richard de Ware, and tbe pavement was Imd 
down by Italian workmen about the year iz68. 
Sneaking of Abbot Ware, Fuller says; "This 
Richard going to Rome, brought thence certain 
workmen and rich Purphuty ... by whom and 
whereof be made tbe rare Pavement to be seen at 
Westminiter, before tbe Communion Table, con- 
taining the Discourse of the whole World, which 
is at this day (seventeenth century) moat beauti- 
ful ; a thing of that singularity, curiouanesae and 
rareness, that England hath not the like again." 

Abbot Ware, who died in 1164, lies bnrted 
beneath the pavement. Within the altar-rails are 
also buried Abbot Wenlock (d. 1308), Abbot 
Kydyngtoo (d. 1315), and Abbot Henley, 
(d. 1344). 

On the northeni ude of the Sacrarium are 

three of the finest tombt in the Ahbey. It will 

«! 
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be observed that they are all much on the sfune 
plan, and it is thought probable that they are all 
the work of one artist. The general design was 
oo doubt suggested by the hearse and surround- 
ing tapers as they appeared at the Aincial 
ceremonies, the small figures round the basement 
representing the mourners. All three tombs 
wne once richly adorned with colour and gild- 
ing, the two later ones having been also deconued 
with glass enamel. 

The tomb nearest the altar is that of Ednmrnd 
Crouchhaek, Earl of Laacatter, second son of 
Henry III., and founder of the famous Hoase 
6f Lancaster. Hia surname of " Crouch back " 
ia said by some to have been given him on 
account of a deformity, but it is more probably 
an allusion to the cross or " crouch " he wore as 
a Crusader. This prince, when only eight year* 
old, was nominally invested with Che kingdom* at 
Sicily and Apulia l^ Pope Innocent IV,, ^o 
"s«)t a Ring by one of his Bishops in order 
to invest this Edmund with those Dominions." 
The only result of this empty honour was that 
the nation was *' obligated " for the payment of 
a vast sum in mark* of silver, extorted by Henry 
III. in order to suppcMt his son's claim, and 
satisfy the papal demands. 

Edmund was created Earl of Leicester and 
Seneschal of England on the death of Simon de 
Montfort. He accompanied his brother, Edward 
I. on his expeditioo to the Holy Land, to join 
in the Last Crusade, and the painting which 
once adorned the noith aide i^ the tomb is 
8« 
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thought to have repreaeoted this cnuadiog party, 
EdmuDd married for hif fint wife, AveliDc^ 
daughter of the Earl of Albemarle, whow moBB- 
ment will be described below. His second wife 
was Blanche, Queen of Navarre. AitM their 
macriage they hved ftx a dnie at Pronnst 
whence they brought the red [OSes which after- 
wards became the badge of the House, of 
Lancaster. These roses are said to have been 
originally planted at Provios by CrasaderS from 
the east. They are veiy commonly,, but 
wrongly, called " Provence loses." 

The moonment conusts of a fine altar-tomb, 
over which rises a triple canopy, richly sculptured, 
but sadly injured by the preparations for cDrona-< 
tions, preparations which have wrought sad havoc 
among the Abbey mannments in times past. 
The beautiful effigy represents Edmund in chain- 
armour, his hands b^ing folded in prayer. Two 
angels support the upper pillow. On either side 
of the tomb are ten trefoiled niches, which coo- 
tain small, crowned £gnres. 

The trefoil in the pediment encloses 'a small 
equestrian figure of the Hari,. who is';epres<!nted 
armed at all poipts. 

The central tomb is that of, jlyaur, or 
Aadomar de ValoKc, Earl af Peniroktf Boo 
of William de Valence, and nephew of Henry 
III. 

Ayiner de Valence distinguished himsell in 
the Scottish wars of Edward I. and Edward 
II., and fought at Bannockbum. :It was, he 
who took. Nigel. £ruc« ^(brother t>f Robert 
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Brace) prisoner at [he CastJe of Kentire, and 
hanged him, therri>y earning an unenviable ^me. 
Aymer afterwards took a prominent part in the 
puniBhrnent of Piers Gavescon, the unworthy 
farourite of Edward II> In 1331 be helped 
Edward II. to defeat the confederate Baron* at 
FoDtefract, and was one of the judges who con- 
demned tbnr leader, Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, 
to death. 

This Earl of Lancaster, who was the son of 
Edmund Crouchback, was venefated almoat aa 
a saint by the people, and it was generally 
believed that the part which Aymer de Valence 
took in this cruel sentence waa the means of 
hastening his own end, for we are told that 
shortly afKr, when he accompanied Queen 
Isabel, wife of Edward II., into France, he waa 
" sodenly mnrdered by the vengeance of God, 
for he congented to the death of St Thomaa." 

Aymer is deaeribed aa "a tall, pale man; 
hence the reflection made on him by Gave- 
Bton, who floudngly call'd him 'Joseph the 
Jew,' " 

The tomb is vwy beautiflj! both in design and 
execution, and closely resembles that of Gdmond 
Oouchback. Here a?ain, however, the figures 
and Bculpturea are aadly mutilated. Round the 
base of the tomb are small statoes of variooa 
kinsmen of the Earl. The £ne efEgy r^ve- 
Mnts hitn in fiill armour ; at the head are two 
sngels, who support the soul of the departed, 
represented as a small figure enveloped in a 
mantle; at the feet is a lion couchoDt. On 
90 
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the canopy aboTe » acdptnred the tigure of 
the Harl, again in full armour ; he rides hi* 
war-horse. 

This, one of the finest monumenU in the 
Abbey, wao actually in danger of being removed 
to make room for that of General Wolfe. The 
Abbey, no doubt, owes the preserration x>f 
Aymer's tomb to the protest of Horace Walpole, 
vho begged, that if it were remoTed, he might 
be allowed to " erect and preserve it at Straw- 
berry Hill." The Dean, Dr Zachary Pearce, 
had supposed that Aymer de Valence was oat 
of the Knights Templar, " a very wicked aet of 
peojJe," and liad consented, paiijy on that ground, 
to the removal of the monument. But on dis- 
tevering that the- " hight Aymer " wag not a 
Templar, he allowed the tomb to remain. 

The tomb nearest the altar-rails is that of 
jfveSnf, daughter of William de Fortibus, Earl 
of Albemarle, and lirst wife of Edmund Crouch- 
back, Earl of LaocasterJ Aveline waa pro- 
bably the first bride ever mattied in this church. 
She was a celebrated beauty and a great heiress, 
as she inherited, through her mother, the earl- 
doms of Devon and the Isle of Wightv la 
1269, Henry HI. married her to his second 
sdn, and we read that " Dpoo the !k daye of 
Apryl] ensuynge. Sir Edmunde y kyoges other 
sooe, sumamed Crowch fiak, maryed, at Wtat- 
myoster, the doughter of therle of Aumarle ; 
for solempnyte wherof the kynge kepte thet«l 
in the great hdle, a grriat- honourable feast, the 
Soitdjty following." 
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Aveliue had do chiMreo, and died a few 
years after her marriage.. Her emtea were in- 
herited by her hnsbaad, and this wealth onbse- 
qucDtly eod&wed the House .qf Lancaster. 

This tomb ia the simpleat Of the three, but 
ia considered, to he the. best example of the 
aeveve aod beautiful architectural styk of that 
period. The batemrat ia adomed with, aix 
niches, each containing a iigare, now sadly de- 
faced.' The recuiqbent eJRgy represents Aveline 
robed in a long, flowing wntle, the ample folda 
being admirably .arranged. She wears the close, 
stiff head-dreas of the time, consisting of a cnf 
and wimple. Two angeta support the,bead,.aod 
at the feet are two dogs biting each other in play. 
The ibeaiuiful pointed canopy, with its trefoilcd 
arch, has beeoi much injured, but still Aov^s feint 
traces of the original colouring. 

Od the south side are the fine thirteei^ 
century aedilia (or seats for the clergy), which 
rest on King Sebert's tomb. The sedilia in 
old churches are more frequently of stone, but 
tluMe at WestmioBter are of wood* and were 
erected in the reign of Eclward I. Little now 
remains of the former beauty and splendour of 
these sedilia, but there is enough to show that 
they were richly sculptured, ^d elaborately 
adorsed with colour, gilding, and glass mosaic. 
Two figjires are still visible on . the panels, and 
are usually suppoaed to rejuesent Sebert and 
Henry IIL The figurfi of an eccleu^c, of 
which faiDt traces can yet be seen on the panel 
between the two kings, is thought to be Bishop 
9* 
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MeUHu*, whose name will be remembered in 
coDoection with the beautiful legend of the first 
contecratiott of the Abbey by St Peter. 

Nest to the sedilia, weatwards, is the large 
altar-tomb of Anne of Cleves, fourth wife of 
Henry VIII. After her dirorce from the 
King, Anne Kyed quietly in England for sixteen 
years, and managed »] retain the friendship of 
both her step-daughters Mary and Elizabeth. 
She appeared at the coronation of Queen Mary, 
riding in the same slate - carriage with the 
■Princess Elizabeth. 

The ** Lady Anne of Clevea," as die was 
called, became a Roman Catholic, and died' at 
Chelsea in 1557. She was buried in the 
Abb^ with great ceremony, in the south 
transept, "at the head of King Sebert," as 
Foiler says, " in a tomb not yet finished ; none 
other of Henry's wires having any, and this 
Anne but half a monument" 

The monument consists of a stone altar-tomb, 
with two detached pedestals, and is decorated 
with the arm* of ClcTes and Jdiers, the initials 
A. C, and skulls and crossfaones, — this last a 
hideous foshion of so-called decoration of which 
Annt's tomb is the earliest example in the 
Abbey. 

Near this tomb hangs the well-known portrait 
of Richard II., the earliest contemporary paint- 
ing of' any English sovereign. "Thai beantifn! 
picture 'of a king sighing, crowned in a cbaire 
of estate, at the upper end of the quire in thi* 
church, is said to be Richard II., which wit- 
93 
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DCMCth how goodly a creature he was in autwaird 
lioeameDtf " (Weeser). 

ThiB paiotingf now carefully renored bjr 
RichnioEid, used to haag on the south side 
of the Choir, over the Lord Chancellor's stall, 
but haviDg been much injured by the wigs of 
the sncceisive occupiints, it was moved to the 
Jenualem Chamber, where it remained for many 
years. It was placed in its present position by 
Dean Stuilcy. 

The tapeury wjtich hangs behind the jactore 
was brought here from WestmiDster School 
and was do doubt formerly uKd in the tcntery 
for the " WesDniosteT Play." 

It will be noticed that the "ritual Choir" 
occupies several bays of the nave, after a fa«hion 
adopted in Spanish cathedrals. The targe space 
occu[ued by the shrine and the Confessor's 
Cltapel. probably necetHtated this arrangement 
for the accommodation of the monks when at 
urvice^ 

The present stall* and pews are modem, most 
of them dating from 1S46, when they were 
erected by Mr Blore, the then Surveyor of the 
Fabric. 

The black and white marble pavemeat is the 
gift of the celebrated Dr Busby, Head-ioaater 
of We^mipstft School, in the. Kveuteenth 
century. 

In 1378 the Choir was the scene of a murder' 
which recalls that of Becket in Canterbury 
cathedral. 

Two knights, oamed Schokell and Hawle, 
94 
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who had fought under the Biaclt Piince in 
Spain, bad t^Len prisoner a Spaniah Coonb 
The Count returned to Spain for hii ramom, 
leanog his *on a* a hoitage. The ransom did 
not come, and the yoang Connt remained in 
cwtivity, being compelled to perform the dutiea 
of a vuet. John <u Gaunt, who claimed the 
crown of Caatile in right of hi* wife, demanded 
the release of thia young Spanish nobleman. 
The knights refuted to give him up, and were 
imprisoned in the Tower by John of Gaunt. 
They escaped, and fled bto sanctuary at Weffl- 
mintter. Thither they were pursued by Alan 
Boxhall, Constable of the Tower, and by Sir 
Ralph Ferrers, with fifty armed men. For 
greater safety the knights took reiiige in the 
Choir itself, where High Mass was being cele- 
brated, but just at the deacon had r^ the 
words in the gospel for the day, " if the good- 
man of the house had known what ticoe the 
thief would appear," the pursuers bunt in. 
Schakell escaped, but Hawle was assailed as 
he fled round and round the Choir, and finally 
ttA\ dead in front of the prior's stall, pierced 
with twelve wounds. His servant and one of 
the monks were slain with him. After this 
violation of sanctuary, the Abbey was closed 
for fbnr months ; the two chief assailants were 
excommunicated, and Parliament was soipended, 
lest it should be polluted by sitting within the 
precincts thus profaned. 
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■nCB SOUTH AMBULATORY AND CHAPELS 

"We pasi ; the. path that «ach man trod 
U dim, or will Jie dim, with weeda : 

' Wliat feme is left for human deeds 
In endlcta b^ ? It rem with God." 

T%e Chafd of St Bmtdkt {alto taSed the Dtaa's 
Ghapd) 

A DJOINTNG the South Transept, jn«t at the 
'^ enir»ce to the -Ambuiatoiy, is the little 
Chapel dedicated' to St Beoedit:!, founder of the 
great Ord«' to #bich the Wettminater monlu 
belonged. The'Benedictioe Octler wasfoiinded 
at Monte Camiio ii^ a.d. 539, andthemoiMMery 
was boUt, like the 'traditional chnrch of Luciiu 
atThomejr, 00 the «te of a Temple of Apollo. 
St Benedict's rule, which directed that manual 
labour and instructioa of the young should be 
added to the religious exercises of the monks. 
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THE SOUTH AMBULATORY 
eveDtually became the rocxlel of all wetUm 



It has aiteadj been mentioDed that the head 
of St Benedict wae prwented to the Abbey as 
a precions relic by Edward HI., who is said to 
have brought it from the Abbey of Fleury in 

Id the centre of the Chapel is the (ine altar- 
tomb of Lionel Cranfeld, Earl of Mlddkiex 
and Lord High Treaeurer in the reign of James 
I., d. 164$. The monument of the effigies 
were erected by Anne, his tecood wife, who is 
buried beside him, in *'the calm haren wbkh he 
has reached after the'ttormy passage of' his long 
life." 

On the aonth tide i« *<a monument fixed to 
the wall, whereon is represented an antient 
Clergyman koeeling," being the monament- of 
Dr Gabriel Goadman, d. 1601, Dean of West- 
minster for forty years during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. " Goodman was his name, and good- 
ness was his nature," says Fuller, who also men- 
tions that Dean Goodman caused the Bible to be 
translated into Welsh at hia own coat, that he 
founded a " Schoole - house " and " Almes- 
house " at Ruthin, hia birthplace, and that he 
•'purchased a fair House with Land therennto 
at Chiswick in Middlesex" in order that the 
masters and scholars of Westmioster school 
mi|^t go there "in the heat of Summer, or 
any time of Infection." 

It was under Dean Goodman that the Pro- 
testant services were fiioally arranged. 
G 97 
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In the place ori^iuUy occupied by the altar 
itanda the large Elizabethan tomb of Frautu, 
CauMieu of Hertford, daughter-in-law of Pro- 
tector Somertet, and sister of Lord Howard of 
EHlDghaiu, the Lord High Admiral who repulied 
the Spanish Armada. 

Ahboi Curtlington, A. 13J3. the tiret person 
buried ia this Chapel, lies htfore the altar. The 
broH and the iDsciiption have disappeared. 

Next to the ambulatory is the tomb of Xmom 
La«ginim,A.\ihot of Wesimiaster 1 349-1 362, and 
whowos in tmn Lord Treasurer,Lord Chancellor, 
Bishop of Ely, Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
Cardioal- Bishop of Prasnesie. 

Langham is described as "one of great capacity, 
very wise and very eloquent; to which we may 
add, that be was both by qtirit and temper ex- 
tremely well qualified for bunneM ; of a jeoeroiu 
nature, of great humanity to those under him, 
and that be never forgot the place where he had 
his education, and laid the foundation of bis 
greatness." 

Archbishop Langham may be counted among 
the chief benefactors of the Abbey, for not ooly 
did he present gifts of books, plate and vestmenta 
during his lifetime, but he also bequeathed to the 
Abbey a sum equal to about ^^200,000 of our 
mcney for the completion of the fabric. 

The king (Edward III.) was much dit- 
pleased at Langham'i acceptance of a cardinal's 
hat, and the archUshop finally left England actd 
went to the papal court. He died at Angnoo' 
in 1376, and was first buried ia the Cwthuiiaa 
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church Dear that place. He wa« aftervarda 
interred at WeBtmicuter, aa he had desired. 
The tomh and effigy are of alaba«ter, \rith 
Fuibeck. ilab« above and beneacti. The tomb 
is adorned with quatrefbiU containing diidd* 
with the attaa of the kiogB of England, West- 
mioBter Abbey and the fees of Caaterbuiy and 
Ely. The brus inscriptioa roond the rcrge bai 
almost dinppeared t the wooden canopy waa 
desUoyed at George I.'s coronation, and none 
of it DOW remains. 

A low altar-tomb comnwmwatcs Dr ify&am 
Biii, d. 1561, first Dean of Westminster atter 
Queen Elizabeth established the Abbey aa a Col- 
legiate Church in 1560. On the tomb " is en- 
graved on a Brass Plate, tbe Image of an antient 
Man, in a Doctor's Habit, with an InscripdoD 
in Latin." In this Dean's time the Mast was 
abolished, and the English serncc established. 

Dr IViSam FmcaU, Dean of Westmiotter, 
d. 181S, liea in this chapel. A bine slab 
marks his burial-place. 

John SpotiUiutode, Archbidiopof St Andrews, 
d. 1639, is buried in this ckapeL He mote 
the " History of the Scottish Church," at the 
command of James I., and he also crowned 
Charles I. King of Scotland^ at. Edioburgb. 

Three trefoiled arches oS the beaniiful wall- 
arcade arc still visible under the window of'this 
chapel, and the old doorway, bow blocked up, 
may be seen, dose to Dean Goodman's moDn- 
ment. The chapel is closed to the public, but the 
nonumcBts can be seen from the saucfa trMsept. 
99 
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The Amhulatorj 

On the left, as we paea through the gates, is 
the tomb of King Sebert, already described in 
an earlier chapter. 

On the right, between the chapels of St 
Edmund and St Benedict, is a small altar-tomb 
under an arch in the wall. This is the monu- 
ment of Kaiberiiu, daughter of Henry III., 
who died in 12^7, aged fire years,- — the little 
princess of whom Matthew Paris says, that she 
was ''dumb, and fit for nothing, though possessing 
great beauty." We are told that the queen fell 
ill of grief at her death, and that the king also 
(ell ill, partly on account of his unsuccessful war 
with the Welsh, and partly of grief at the illness 
of the queen and the loss of his daughter. 

The Purbeck marble tomb is of simple design. 
but was origmally splendidly decorated with 
inlaid marbles and mosaics, possibly the remains , 
of those brought Ikim Italy for St Edward's 
■brine. There were also two images, one of 
bronze and one of silTer, this last probably 
representing St Katherine. Three other children 
of Henry III. were buried here, and four 
children of Edward I. The four kneeling 
figures painted at the back of the recess are 
thought to represent either the Princess Katherine 
and her brothera, or the four children o.f Edward 
I. The whole of the arcade and the segmental 
arch above the tomb were originally adorned 
with colour and gilding. 

Sttmes in the pavcnient mark the graves of 
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Thomas BUjan, Bishop of Wincbetter, d. t6i6, 
"a deep and profoond acholar, Rxcelleotly 
well read io the Fathers . . . who carried pre> 
lature in his very aspect." 

Sir John Golejre, d. 13961 said to have 
been the first biubaDd of Pbilippa, Duche« of 
Yoric He was ambaaaador to the French court 
in the time of Richard II., by whoae command 
he waa buried here. 

Robert Tounion, Dean of Weatminater and 
Bishop of Salisbury, <t. i6ii. It was Dean 
TouDaoD who went to piay with Sir Walter 
Raleigh before hia execntion, when Raleigh wat 
impriaoned in the " Gatehouae," the old pri«<» 
of the monastery. The Dean waa atartted by 
the courage and even gaiety with which the 
condemned man iaced death ; but Raleigh'a 
utterancea showed that hia cheerfulneaa waa not 
the regult of carelesanesa, but of a deep religions 

Sir Htnry Spelman, d. 1641, a great anti- 
quary, buried with much pomp at the entrance 
oS St Nicholas'a Cbapel, by order of Charles I. 

Cloae to the itepa of Henry VII.'s Chapel 
liea Abbot Btrkyag, d. 1 246. First buried 
before the altar of the old Lady Cbapel, which 
building waa begun at hia icarigation. Abbot 
B^kyng was one of the wicneaaet to Magna 
Charta, and held KTeral high officea in the 
state. He obt^ned from Henry III, some 
important granta and charters for the Abbey. 
The brass figure and ioscriprion which marked 
hia grare have disappeared. 
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Near Queee Philippa's tomb is a Jioe toK of 
Sir Rtiert Ajton, the poet, aecretary to Queen 
Anne of Denmark and Queen Henrietta Maris 
succeasivdy. 

On the opponte wall are mimumeott to Sir 
Thomat Ingram, A. 1 67 1, Chancellor of the 
Ducfay of Lancatter, and Richard Tuftitn, d. 
i6jl, brother to the firit Eari of Thanet, who 
gave his name to Tuftoo Street, Westminster. 

Chapel of St EJmuaJ 

The first chapel (on the right) after entering 
the gates, is liiat dedicated to St Edmund, 
King of East-Anglia, martyred by the Dane* 
in A.D< 870, for refusing to renounce Christianity. 
He " purchased an eternal kingdom by putting 
ofFthi* mort^ life." 

The itatoe of King Edmund appears twice 
in Henry VII. 'g chapel beside that of Edward 
the Confessor, and he is also represented to 
Henry V.'s chantry. The Chapel of St Edmund 
was regarded as next in sanctity to that of the 
Confessor, and was used ai a burial-place for 
royal persons, or for those related to the royal 
&niily. A fine old wooden screen divides the 
chapel from the ambulatory. 

In the centre are three tow altar tombs. 
The one furthest from the entrance is the tomb 
of Robert de WddAy, ArchbiBhop of York, 
d. 1397, the learned friend (^ die Black Prince, 
and the tutor of Richard II. " He grew an 
excellent Proficient in Languages, Natural and 
Moral Philosophy, Physick, and the Cannon- 
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Law, an eloquent Man, ud an admirable 
Preacher." He is "in the Abbey the Ant 
representatirc of literatore, as Waltham ii of 
atatesmanibip." The brass repreaenca the Ai%k- 
tutbop in robes and mhre, with hi« right hand 
raised in bcncdictioD. His left hand holds a 
cross. The figure siaoda within a canopy, and 
an inscription nms round the vei^ of the tomb. 

The centrd tomb is that of Eleanor de 
BiihttB,A. 1399, wife of Thomas ofWoodsnjck, 
Duke of Gloucester, who was mordered at 
the instigation of his nephew, Richard II. 
(see Confessor's Chapel). "This Lady was 
the greatest heiress in kn^nd, and IniMtgfat 
the earldoms of Hereford, Essex, and North- 
amptOD to her husband." She spent her 
widowhood in the nunnery at Barking. The 
brass, which is the most beautiful in the Abbey, 
represents Eleanor in her widow's dress, under a 
triple canopy. An inscription, interepetsed with 
heraldic devices, runsroundtheedgeof the tomb. 

The third tomb is that of Mary, CmmUti of 
St^ardf d. 1693-4, ^ lineal descendant of 
Eleanor de Bohun, and wife of the Viscoutit 
-Stafford who was executed for alleged tremon 
under Charles II. Mary was created Countess 
in her own right after her husband's death. 
Close to these tombs lies Dr , Henry Feme, 
Bishop of Chester, d. 1663. He attended 
Charles I. during his imprisonment. 

Making the circuit of the chapel to lire right 

we find, first, Che tomb of fi'tlSam dt Valence, 

Earl of Pembroke, A. 1196, half-brother of 
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Henry III., beiag the boh of Queen Isabella, 
widow of King John, by her second marri^e 
with the Earl of March aiid Poictiers. Williajn 
and his brothers were sent to England in 1247, 
and the favour shown them by Henry III. was 
one of the causes of that pc^ulai discontent 
which ended in the rerolt of the 3a''ons. 

Matthew Paris says : " Although the insolence 
of all the said brothers of th^ kiag, and the 
other Poitevins, was intolerable, yet William de 
Valence exceeded th$m all in inaolence and 
aodacity," Dart mentions that " He was no 
small Actor against Simon de Moutfort and. the 
disaflected Barons." William wag sent on an 
.expedition to Bayonne with his nephew Edmund 
Crouchback, and there he died or was killed. 

The tomb, erected by William's son, Ayroer 
,de ValencC) condsts of a stone- altar-tomb, upon 
which is placed a wooden chest, once plated 
wth gilt and enamelled copper. On this 
" Chen of Wainscot " rests the effigy, which is 
of French design and workmanship, and which 
was once richly decorated with Limoges enamel 
work. Mo«t of this Limoges enamel has now 
disappeared, none being left on the oak cbest. 
Portions of it still remain on the pillow, on 
the armour, and on the shield, which is in very 
good preservation. The arms of De Valence, 
with their barry of azure and argent, allude to 
the tushing stream of the Rhone, on which the 
town of Valence, William's birthplace, stands. 

The stone tomb is adorned with quatrefoils, 

containing the arms of England and De Valence 
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alternately. An indulgeoce of one huodred days 
was granted to thoce who prayed " fbr the aoitl 
of thit Valence at hu tomb. ' 

Edward Talio/, E^l of Shrewsbury) d. 
i6iy, aad Janf his wife. A fine Elizabethan 
tomb, with recumbent effigies. A little daughter 
kneels at her mothn's feet. 

Sir Richard Ptekiall, d. 1 571, Master of 
the Buckhounds to Queen Elizabeth, and his 
two wives. A mural monument with kneeling 
efiigiei. The (bur unall figures below the 
inscripdon represent Sir Richard's four daughters 
by his first marriage. 

Sir Bernard Broeat, d. 1396, Chamberlain 
to Queen Anne of Bohemia, and father of the Sir 
Bernard Erocas who was beheaded for conB|Hrii^ 
to reinstate Richard II. He distinguished him- 
self in the wars with the Moors, and won as hia 
creat a crowned Moor's head. This no doubt 
gave rise to the later story mentioned by Addison, 
who tells uB that Sir Roger de Coverley was 
*' very attentive " to the account the guide gave 
them "of the lord who had cut olf the King of 
Morocco's head." The tomb and effigy are of 
■tone, and were no doubt originally coloured and 
gilt. The figure is thought possibly to be a 
restoration. The inscription, of which remains 
may be seen round die edge of the tomb, is a 
very good example of black letter. 

Sir Richard Pecksall, whose monument has 
jast been mentioned, inherited his office at court 
through his mother, who was the heiress of the 
Brocas &mily. 

10s 

I,,., .!-.i>. Google 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

Sir ffampirej Bewrcbitr, d. I471, md of 
Lord Berners, killed when fighung on the 
Yorkist aide at the Battle of Barnet. His (on, 
another Lord Berners, was the first translator 
of Froistart's Chroniclei. The low altar-tomb 
originally bore a brass figure of the knight, but 
that has disappeared, and only the helmet, crest, 
coats of arms, and other decorations remain. 

A stone in the paTemeot marks the grave of 
Edward Buliuer-LyttOB, Lord Lytioa,A. 1S73, 
the novelist. His best^known works are " The 
Caxtons," "Rieozi," and "The Last Days of 
PompeiL" 

John, Lord Ruinll, d. 1584, *00 of the 
Mcond Earl of Bedford. The effigy represents 
Lord Russell in his robes, leaning on his elbow, 
and facing the spectator. At his feet lies a 
little figure of bis son Francis. His Tirtnes are 
commemorated in Latin, French and EngUsh 
inacriptioos, written by hii learned wife, who 
was tlje daughter of Sir Anthony Cook, and 
sister of Lady BuHeigh. 

EU%abtih Ruitell, d. i6oi, daughter of John, 
Lord Russell, and god-daughter to Qveen 
Elizabetii. She was bom in a house within 
the precincts, and was christened in ^' Abbey, 
the CounteM of Warwick representing the Queen. 
Elizabeth afterwards became maid of honour to 
her royal godmother. She died of consumption 
when about twenty-six. The monumenc con- 
sists of an elaborate pedestal, on which "is set 
the Statue of this young Lady, reponng herself id 
a curious wrought Osier Chair." Her attitode, 
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38 ihe poiou to the akull U her feet, ^ve rue 
to the Btory that she *' died of the wick of a 
needle." Addiion apeaki of Sic Roger de 
CoverUy being shown the monnmeat of "thit 
martyr to good housewifery." 

Lady Jane Seymour, d. I ^6o, daughter of 
Protector Somerset, and fint coiuin of Edward 
VI. A mural tablet) die Grit of its kind in 
the Abbey. 

Lady Kathtrifu Knollyt, A. 1568, daughter 
of Vniliam Carey and his wife, Mary Boleyn, 
and otter of Lord Hanadon. She remained 
with her aunt. Queen Anne Boleyn, daring her 
imprisooment, and attended her on the scaffold. 
A mural tablet. 

Francit Hoiles, d. 1611, aged eigfateen, third 
son of John, Earl of Clare. He died on hi( 
return from the Flemish campaign. The monu- 



The epitaph is carious— 



(Nicholas Stone, sculpt.) 

Frances Grey, Dtuhtii of Sa^t, d. 1559, 
mother of Lady Jane Grey. She was the 
daDgbter of Charles firandon, "the fine and 
gay Duke of SutFolL," by " Mary the French 
Queen," daughter of Henry VII. She 
married, first, Henry Grey, Marquis of Dorset, 
created Duke of Suffolk, and secondly, Adrian 
Stokes. The Duchess fell into disgrace and 
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porerty^ duriog the reign of Marjr Tudori partly, 
no doobt, "for being a very great etpouaer 
of the Reformatioo in Edward VI. '« time." 
She returned to hrovur nnder Queen Elizabeth, 
who had " a great Love and Regard to this 

The beautify monument, with iti lioe recum- 
bent eiiigy, was erected by the Duchees'g aecond 
huiband, Adrian Stokea, and her fiineral seirice 
was one of the very first — if not actually the 
first — Frotesunt services held in the Abbey after 
the final reataration of Protestant worship hy 
Queen Elizabeth. 

The tiny altar-tomb which stands next to this 
monument commemorates tViltiam of fVmdtor and 
Blanehc dt la Tour, d. 1340, two infant children 
of Edward III., eurnamed from their birthplaces. 
The effigies are only twenty inches long, but are 
interesdng illustrations of the dresa of the period. 
The girl wean a horned head-dreas like her 
mother Philippa, "of which frightfiil dre«t 
great complaint was made." The inscription 
and smaller figures which once adorned the 
tomb have disappeared. 

Nieholat Moal, Bishop of Hereford, d. 1661, 
brother of the &mous General Monk. It was 
the bishop who first suggested the idea of the 
Respiration to his brother. An ugly monument 
in the form of a pyramid. 

A tablet in the comer commemorates Jotn 
Paul Howard, d. 1 762, last Earl of Stafford. 

Opposite the tomb of William de Valence 

•tanda the beantifid moonment of Prince Join 
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of Ehham, second ran of Edward II., born at 
Eltham 1316, created Earl of Cornwall 1328, 
died 1336. PriDce John wa« three timeB 
Regent of the Kiogdom during the abseace 
of hit brother, Edward III. He commanded 
the first division of the English army at die 
battle of Halidon Hill in. 1333, and defeated 
the Scuts in I33$< when they made a raid 
into Redesdale. In that same year he was 
made Warden of the Marches of Northumber- 
land, and a commissioner to receiTe the suE>- 
mission of the Scots. He died at Perth. "A 
epritely gentleman," says Fuller, " and who 
would haTe given greater evidence of abiltde*, 
if not preYented by death in the prime of hi> 
age." 

The monument is exceedingly interesting, on 
account of its great beauty, and as a valnable 
iUustration of the details of plate-armour: The 
alabaster effigy rests on an altar-tomb, round the 
sides of which are small crowned figures of the 
Prince's relatives. Many of these are now sadly 
mutilated. The effigy represents the Prince in 
foil armour, and is " an exceeding curious and 
valuable specimen of military costume." Two 
angels support the head, while the feet rest on 
a lion. The shield bears the British lion a, with 
the French fleur-de-lys in the border. The 
coronet, composed of large and small trefoil 
leaves alternated, is the earliest known example 
of a ducal coronet. 

FuUer niendons that " this John <S Eltham 

was the last son of an English kiUg wfao'dyed 
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a plaiD Eari. The tkle of I>ake coming after- 
wards ioto fwhion." 

The tomb wm <»igiiia]ly Burmouoted by an 
exquiute Uiple canopy, but this was unhappily 
dettioyed in the uproar which took place at Uk 
funeral of tbe Duchess of NoTthumberknd in 
1776, asd was afterwards entirely removed. 

Ch^l of St Nkholai 

This Chapel is dedicated to St fncbolaa, 
Bishop of Myra, the patroa-saint of Children, 
and ranks next in honour to tbe Chapels of St 
Edwaid and St Edmund. Queen Eleanor) 
wife of Edward I., presented a finger and other 
relics of the Saint to the Abbey. 'A fine stone 
screen, probably of the time of Henry IV., 
divides the chapel from the Ambulatory. The 
screen is in the Perpendicular style, and has a 
frieze adorned with shields and roses. 

In the centre of the Chapel is the fine altar- 
tomb of Sir George VilBeri, A. 1605, and Mary 
Beaument, his seccHid wife, d. 1632, the parents 
of the iamous Duke of Buckingham. Lady 
Villiers was, at hn son's request, created 
Countess of Buckingham in her own right* by 
James I. in 1618. "Each (^ the two stately 
figures which lie on that tomb, carved by the 
hand of the &mous sculptor, Nicholas Stone, 
lives in the pages of Clarendon." Clarendon 
relates how shortly before his son's assassina- 
tion, the ghost of Sir George VUliers wpeaied 
St dte bedside of an old servant at Windsor, 
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and bade him wuo the, Duke of Buckinghani 
*' that if he did not do Bomewhat to ingratiate 
hiiiue]f to the people, oi at lea*t Co abate the 
extreme malice they had against him, he would 
be tuflered to live but a short time." 

Lady Buckingham had al»o bo rivid a pre- 
sentimeat of her loa's death, that she received 
the news of hia murder with do wiprise, 
although she had not long before parted with him 
"in the bigbeit agony imaginable." The tomb 
was erected by the CoanlcH a year before her 
death. 

Making the circuit of the Chapel to the right, 
we »ee, first, the '■' anticDt decayed Tomb" of 
PbUippa, Duebeu of Tori, d. 1431 or 1433, 
daughter of John, lau Lord Mohun. The 
X)ucbeBs was thrice mairied ; lint, to Sir John 
Golofre, secondly, to Edward, second Duke of 
York, and lastly, to Lord Fitzwalter. After 
the death of the Duke of York at the battle of 
Agincourt, the lordship of the Ilk of Wight 
was granted to the Duchess for life. She re- 
sided at Cariabrooke Caatie, where she died, 
and whence her body was brought in state, to 
Westminster. 

This tomb is the earliest in the Chapel, and 
formerly stood in the centre. Orei it was a 
fme wooden canopy, "curiously punted with 
Azure, and deckel with Stus of Gold, with 
our Sariour on the Cross." 

The next monument is chat of £!iaaiili, 

Dueheii of Norlbumherlojid, d. 1776, "in her 

own right fiuoness Percy, Lucy, Poynings, 
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Fitzpayne, Bryan and Latimer, sole heiress of 
Algernon Duke of SomerKt, and of the ancient 
Earls of Northumberlaad." The Percy family 
gtill maiatain the right of burial in this Chapel. 
Id the riot which took place at the Duchess of 
Northumberland's fuoeraj, the canopy over Prince 
John of Eltham's tomb was destroyed. 

mtufnJ, Marcbionas of IVincheitcr, d. 1586. 
She married, fim. Sir Richard Sacknlie, by 
whom she became the mother of Lord Buck- 
hurst the poet, and secondly, John Pautet, 
Marquis of Winchester. A small Elizabethan 
monument in coloured marUea. 

Above this is a portion of a monument with 
"the Image of a woman at full proportion, 
leaning on her left Arm, in a Cypress vail, 
all of a monldering stone." This is the efhgy 
of Elhaieib Ceal, usually called Lady Ros», 
d. t (9 1 ■ She was daughter and heiress of the 
Earl of Rutland, and married Sir William Cecil, 
grandson of the great Lord Burlrigh. 

Wiliiam Dudley, Dean of Windsor and Bishop 
of Durham, d. 1483. A fine altar-tomb with 
a Gothic canq>y. The brass figure and b- 
scription have been torn away. Dart tells us 
that the Bishop was " Uncle to that blood- 
sucking Dudley, Henry VIL'a creature." 

A vase, which rests on a pyramid of black 
and white marble, contains the heart of jiiaie 
Sophia, d. 1605, infant daughter of Count 
Bellamonte, ambassador from the French Court 
to James I. 
' On the south wde is the lofty CorintbiaD 
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monument erected by the great Lord Bnrlet^ 
to his wife, Mildrid Cecil, d. 1589, and their 
daughter, Amit Vere, Counteas of Oxford, d. 
1588. The iDscriptionB are written by Lord 
Burleigh hiioKlf, aod tell the spectator how 
•' bis eyes were dim with tears for those who 
were dear to him beyond the whole race of 
womankind." Lord Burleigh is represented 
on the upper part of the tomb— "a veoerable 
grey-headed old man, kaeeling" — in his robe* 
of State. We read that Sir Roger de CoTcHey 
waa "well pleased to see the statesman Cecil on 
his Loees." Below are the effigies of his wife 
and daughter. At Lady Burlngh's feet kneek 
her son, Robert Cecil, and at her head, her 
three grand-daughters, Elizabeth, Bridget, aod 
Susannah, children of the Countess of Oxford. 
Lady Burleigh was well known both for her 
learning and benevolence. Lord Burleigh's 
body lay in state in the Abbey for six days, 
but he it buried at Stamford. 

Sir Georgt and Lady Fane, d. 1618, a mnral 
monument with kneeling figures. 

Niehohu, Lord Coma, and Margaret, his wife, 
d. 14.70. A plain altar-tomb of grey marble. 
The brass decorations are gone. 

Nicholas BagenaU, an infant of two montba 
old, d. 1687-8. The ^taph tells us that 
he waa "by his nurs unfortunately overtayd." 
The monument consists of a pedestal with a 
black pyramid and um. 

A stately Elizabethan monument, twenty-four 
feet high, occupies the place of the former altar, 
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and commemorateB Atmt Stjmour, Dachen o^ 
Somerset, d. 1587, widow of Protector Somer- 
set, sister-in-law of Queen Jane Seymour, and 
aunt by mairiage to Edward VI. " A mannish, 
or rather a devilish woman, for any imperfecci- 
biliiie* intolerable, but for pride monstrous, 
exceeding subtle and violent," says Sir John 
Hayward. The Duchess died at the age of 
ninety. "The Earl of Hertford, Edward hw 
. eldest son, in this dolefiil duty carefiil and 
diligent, doth consecrate this monument to his 
dead Parent, not for her Honour, wherewith 
living she did abound, - and now departed, 
flourisheth, but for the dutiful Love he beareth 
her, and for his la«t Testification thereof." 
(Epitaph.) 

ItaiitBa Siuatuuib, d, 1812, wife of Algernon 
Percy, Earl of Beverley, 

Lady Jatu C^ord, d. 1679, great grand- 
daughter of Protector Some^se^ An oddly 
shaped sarcoph^us, like a square urn. 

Elitiabeth Cecil, d. i$9i, wife of Sir Robert 
Cecil, afterwards Earl of Salisbury, son of the 
great Lord Burleigh. An attar-tomb. 

In the pavement, just below this mooument, 
is "a plated grave-stone of grey marble, where- 
on the effigies of a Knight in Armour is lively 
engravm, with an epitaph, and at each Comer 
a Coat of Aims." This is the grave of Sir 
Humphrey Slanley, A. 1 505, who fought for 
Henry VII. at Bosworth, and was knighted by 
him on the field of battle, 
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CHAPTER VII 



ROM the easteni end of the Abbey a fiiM 
flight of steps aacendg to the splendid Lady 
Chapel of Henry VII. 

The main archicectaral features of tfau 
" Wonder of the World " (oriit im-aeuhm), 
as it was called, have been pointed out in an 
earlier chapter, and need not be dwelt upon 
further. As we have already seen, this Chapel 
stands on the site of Henry III.'s Lady Chapel, 
which was pulled down to make room for the 
present building, as were also a. small Chapel 
dedicated to St Erasmus, built by Elizabeth 
Woodnlle, and an old house, called the White 
Row Tavern. The hoose in which Chaucer 
fired is also supposed to have stood on this site. 

The history of this Chapel is curious and 
interesting, at illustrating the mixture of super- 
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•^doD, political acumen, and parsimaQy, in Henry 
VI I. 's character. 

He wiihed to atone, at it were, for hit doobt- 
fiil claim to the throne by some magnificent 
expretuoD of religtoiu devotion, and at the same 
dme he desired the aggrandiKment of the House 
of Lancaster by the canonization of his " Uncle 
of blessed memorie. King Henry VI.," whose 
"bodie and reliques" he proposed to translate 
from Windsor to Westminster. 

Henry VII. accordingly applied to Pope 
Julius II. for the canonization of Henry VI., 
who was already venerated as a saint, miracle* 
being said to take place at his tomb. The papal 
court finally granted the request, but demaoded 
so Urge a sum in return that the parsimonious 
lung felt himself Qn|Hvpared to pay it. 

The protect therobre fell to the ground, and 
Henry VI. s body remained at Windsor, although 
the Pope had granted a licence for its remoral, 
and the Abbey had paid a large sum towards the 
expenses. An altar to Henry VI. 's memory was 
afterwards erected in this Chapel. 

Meanwhile the building went forward, " hut 
it became the Chapel, not of Henry VI., but of 
Henry VII." 

"The Chapel was to be dedicated to the 
Virgin Marr, to whom Henry had a apedai 
devotion. Her * in all his necessities he had 
made his continual refitge ' ; and her figure, 
accordingly, looju down upon hi* grave from 
the east end, between the apostolic patrons of 
the Abbey, Peter and Paul, with *the holy 
ii6 
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HENRY VII.'S CHAPEL 

compuiy of heaTen — that u to tay, angelf, 
archangela, patriarchs, propbeto, apottlea, nacgd- 
iats, manyra, confenon and virgini ' to ' whoae 
tingalaT inediatioa and prayen he alio tnwted,' 
including the royal Sainta of Britain, St Edward, 
St Edmund, St Oawald, St Margaret of Scot* 
land, who ftand, ai he diiected, icalptured, tier 
aboTe tier, on erery aide of the Ch^l ; aonie 
retained ftom the aocteDt Lady Chapel; the 
greater part the work of lua own age." 

Fnrtber, the Chapel had a teparate fouadatioii 
of ita own, which was to include three duntiy 
mooks, who were to be Doctors or BachelOTS 
of DiTioity; two coaveraea or lay brethren, 
and '*thre Mookea Scholars," who were to 
have Exhibitions at the University, and " take 
Degre at th' Abbots coats." Masaea were 
to be laid daily for the king's soul, and ibr 
the souls of his wife and children. 

There waa also to be an almshonte for 
"thretcne poor men," to be called the King'a 
Almanien w Bedesmen, and there were to be 
" thre poor women " to attend upon them. 

Henry obtained from the Pope permission to 
diasolve certain religions houaea and derate dieir 
revenues to the maintenance of this new fimoda- 
lion. He also bequeathed crucifixes and costly 
aervices of plate for the vationa altars in the 
Chapel, together with rich draperies and other 
adornmenta, so that the whole effect, with the 
•tained glass windows and gorgeous decoration, 
mutt indeed have been of characteristic medieval 
splendoor. 
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The fine bronze gates at the entrance deserve 
special study, not only for the beauty of thdr 
workmanahip, but also for the historical interest 
of their design, in which the various badges and 
devices of Henry VII. appear. It should be 
noticed that these badges, which are, in truth, 
so many allusions to Henry's claim to the 
throne, are used as decorations in every part of 
the Chapel . 

" Sixfold was King Henry's title to the 
crown," says Fuller; "First, conquest; secondly, 
military election — the soldiers crying out in the 
fidd, ' King Henry i King Henry ! ' thirdly, 
parliamentary authority, which settled the crnwn 
00 him and his heirs ; fourthly, papal confirma- 
tion; fifthlyjdescentfromtheHouseofLancasterj 
sixthly, marriage with King Edward's daughter ; 
the firat and last being worth all the rest." 

We see, accordingly, among the badges which 
adorn the gates and the Chapel itself, the roses 
of Lancaster and York ; the lions of England ; 
the fleut-de-Us of France; the portcullis of 
the House of Beaafort sunnounted by a crown ; 
the initials H. R. bound togetlier by a chain 
with a crown above ; a crown caught in a bush, 
in allunon to Henry's coronation on Boawortb 
Geld; the Dragon of Cadwallader, the last 
British king, from whom Henry claimed descent 
through Owen Tudor ; the root of daisies, in 
allusion to his mother's name~Margaret ; the 
greyhound of the Nevilles, ancestors of Elizabeth 
of York through her grandmother ; and a falcon 
in an open fetter-lock, a badge of Edwird IV. 
tl8 
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To the poncuUu of the Beaoforta, Henry 
added the motto "Altera Securitat," implying 
that his destxot through his mother gave addi- 
ti<mal security to his other titles, eren aa the 
portcullis Imt greater safety to the gate. 

The stalls are not all of the same date. 
Origioally they trnly filled three bays on each 
side, the later ones hsTing been added when the 
Chapel was arranged for the installation of the 
Knights of the Bath. The Order of the Bath, 
founded by Richard H., was reconstructed in 
1715 by George I., when this Chapel was 
fonnally appointed as the palace of installation, 
and the Deans of Westminster were created 
petpetual Deans of the Order. 

The banner of each knight hangs orer his 
stall ; on the back of the stalls are copper plates 
emblazoned with the arms of the knights. The 
lower row of stalls is reserved for the esquires, 
whose arms are similarly emblazoned at the back 
of the seats. These lower stalls are the so-called 
" misereres " or " misericordes " of the monks, 
and are decorated with quaint sculpturea, most 
of the subjects being satirical, as was the custom 
of the time. 

The black and white marble pavement was 
presented by Dr Henry Kiiligmv, prebendary 
of this church, who died in 1699. A brass 
plate on the floor, north of Henry VII.'s tomb, 
commemorates the gift. 

The centre of the Chapel eastwards is occupied 
by the splendid tomb of Henry VII. and his wife, 
Elk.abctb of rorh. 
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Elizabeth of York, eldest daughter of Edward 
IV., was married to Henry VII,, in 1^86, and 
died in the Tower 150Z-3, rery shortly after 
the foundation stone of this chapel had been laid. 
She was temporarily buried in one of the side 
chapels, until aoch time as her grave could be 
made in the still nafinished Lady Chapel. 

Elizabeth's funeral was conducted with great 
ra^oificence. At her death *'it was ordained 
through all the Realm, that is ColJedges, Pariah 
Churche(,and other Reli^ous Houaea, especially 
within the City of London, Solemn Dirges and 
Maues should be performed, with ringing of 
bells, and such like ceremonies." The em- 
balmed body rested first in the Chapel of the 
Tower, and was brought to Westminster on a 
(iinera] car drqied with black relvet, "with a 
cross of white cloth of gold well fringed . . . 
and an Effigies in Robes laid on it, with a 
Crown, and the Hair disherel'd, a Scepter in 
her Hand, and Rings on her Fingers." The 
fimeral car was followed by eight ladies of 
honour oo white horses. The Abbots of West- 
minster and Bermondsey met the procession at 
Charing Cross, and escorted it to the Abbey, 
where the Bishop of Rochester preached the 
fiineral termon. 

Henry VII. died at Richmond in 1509, and 
was likewise buried with great magnificence. 
In his will, the king expresses his deaire that 
the funeral service shall be directed by the 
'* Sup'visours and execotours " of his Testament, 
" wherein we wol thei have a sp'ial respect and 
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coDsideratioD of the laude and prainng of God, 
the welth of our wule, and Mmewhat to our 
dtgnitie Roial ; eviting alwaiea dampnabde poinpe 
and outeragiotu sup'fluiticB." Ten thousand 
laaaaea were to be laid immediately after the 
king'a death for <'the remiuion of his dna, and 
the weal of his soul." 

The body waa brought in great state from 
Richmond to Westminster, where it rested, in 
this same Chapel, on a gorgeous hearse, and was 
watched all night. The next day, three masses 
hafing been snng, "the said Corps was kid into 
the Taught with great reverence, by the noble 
Qneene Elizabeth his wyfe, whome incontinent 
all the Archebisshoppi, Bisshopps and Abbotts, 
setting their Crosses upon the said Corps, 
assoiled in most solempn mann,' saying this 
Collett, ' Absolviraus ' ; w*^ done, the said 
ArchetMSsbopp did cast earth uppon the said 
Corps ; and then my Lord Treasurer and my 
Lord Steward did brake tb«r staves, and did 
cast them into the vaugbt, and the other bed 
officers did cast their staves in aU whole, w*^ 
done the vanght was closed, and a goodlie rich 
Fall of clothe of gold laide upon the said berae. 
And incontinent (Ud all the heralds did of (take 
off) their cote-armo', and did hange them uppon 
the rayies of the berse; crying lamentably in 
ffi^nche ' The noble King Henry the Seventh is 
dead,' and assoone as they bad so done, everie 
herald put on his cote-armo' againe, and cned 
with a Joude Toycc : * Vive le noble Roy 
Henry le viij.,' w^ is to say in Englishe ton^ 
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'God tend the noble Kpg Henry the eight 
loDg]yfe.' Amen." — (GraftoD.) 

The nileodid black marble tomb, the wwk 
of the Floreatine artist TorrigUno, U in the 
Italian Renascence style, and ia adorned with a 
finely carved band or ' fitada ' of white marblei 
and medallioos in ^t bronze, representing the 
Vir^D and varioas saints. Upon the tomb 
rest the beautifiil effigies of the king and 
queen, al«o in gilt bronze, and said to be good 
portraits. 

Henry left many directions aa to his tomb, of 
which the original design was no doubt in the 
Gothic style. He desires that the tabernacles 
should be filled with " Ymages, ap'ially of oar 
said avouriea (patron -saints) of coper and gilte." 
These guardian saints, to whom Henry "calls 
and cries," are the Virgin Mary, St John the 
Bapdst, St John the Evangelist, St Michael, St 
George, St Anthony, St Christopher, St Vincent, 
St Edward the Confessor, St Anne, St Mary 
Magdalene, and St Barbara. The king also 
directs in his will that "a grate, in maner of a 
dosure, of coper and gilie," be made round hi* 
tomb, and this work, which we now see, was 
partly executed during Henry's ti&time. Thi& 
beautifiil grating, or " closure," is the work of 
English anisaas. It is, alas, sadly injured ; the 
statues have disappeared, as has also most of the 
upper part, or parapet. Some of Henry VII.'s 
ladgM reappear among the decorations of the 
grating, and an inscription in ribbon black-letter 
luns rouod the screen. 
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Within the "closure," at the foot of the 
tomb, stood origmalijr a qtlendid altar. To this 
altar were presented, as relics, " a grete pcce of 
the holie Crosse " encased in gold, and set with 
pearls and precious stones, and " oon of the leggs 
of St George," which was brought frtun Milan. 
The high altar, called "Our Lady Aultre," 
stood at the western end of the tomb. 

In the same vault with Henry VII. and 
Elizabeth of York lies J(mei I., whose resting- 
place was re-discovered by Dean Stanley in 
1869, after having been long forgotten. 

James I., bod of Mary Queen of Scots and 
Henry, Lord Darnley, succeeded his couin 
Elizabeth in 1603, and was crowned by the new 
title of " King of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland." 

His funeral took place in the Abbey with 
great solemnity, "his lively statue being pre- 
sented on a magnificeDt hearse." Charles I. 
attended in person. The sermon was preached 
by Dean Williams, who compared the dead 
kinj to Solomon in ten particulars. 

Beneath the present altar, at the head of 
Henry VII. 's tomb, is the grave of Edward VI, 
the son of Henry VIII. and Jane Seymour, who 
died in IJ53, a^ sixteen, "full of as mnch 
worth as the model of his age could hold. No 
pen paaseth by him without praising him, though. 
none praismg him to his fiill Deserts." 

Que«i Mary allowed the. English Burial 

terrice to be lued at her brother's funeral, the 

first occasion on which this service was said over 

"3 
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an English soverngo. Mary herself attended a 
" Mau of Requiem " in the Tower Chapel. 

Edward'a body was brought from Whitehall 
the night before the funeral "without croM or 
light," and "the greateat moan wa* made for 
him at ever waa heard or seen." 

AboTe hit grave stood the bcautiftil altar made 
by Torrigiano, which bore a wondertid terra- 
cotta figure of the dead Christ surrounded by 
BDgels. This was destroyed by the Puritans in 
1641, and it ha« been remarked that this altar, 
usually supposed to be the monument to the first 
Protestant king, was the only royal monument 
injured by Protestant zeal. 

The delicately sculptured marble frieze is a 
part of the original altar, and was found buried 
in the vault below. Two of the pillars had been 
preserved in the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford, 
and were restored to the Abbey by the University. 
In the slab of the re-table are inserted three 
curious fragments: — a piece of stone fiY>m an 
Aiiyssinian altar, brought from Magdala in 
1868; a piece of mosaic from the Greek 
Church in Damascus, destroyed during the 
massacre of the ChristJans in i860, and a frag- 
ment of jasper from the old Norman high altar at 
Canterbury, destroyed when the cathedral was 
burnt in 1174. 

In the frst of the five small chapels which 
surround the apse (beginning on the south side) 
is the huge mooument of Lattome Stuart, Duke 
of Richmond aixl Lennox, d. 1613-4, cousin to 
James I. and hit wife, d. 1639. Then 
1*4 
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erected by the Duchett in menuHyof her hiuband, 
nearly fills the little chapeL Knonnoiu bronze 
figure* of Faith, Hope, Prudence and Clurity 
mpport the canopy. 

Againit the east wall Kaods a pyramid in black 
marUe, sunwunted by tui nn, which contain* 
the heart of Etmr Stuart, Duke of Richntond 
and Lennox, who died in infancy, 1661. In 
the same rault liet Franca Tberfio, d. 1769, 
widow of the nxth and last Duke o£ Richmond 
and Lennox, " la belle Stuart," as the wai called 
at Charles II.'s court. 

On the extinction of the family, the title was 
bettowed by Charles II. upon his natural son 
by the Duche«s of Portsmootb, Cbariti, created 
Dake of Richmond and Lennox, d. 1723, 
buried in this vault. 

Id the next, the south-eattem chapel, is the 
tomb of jfitteiiu PlnS/^, Due de Mtmtfauurt 
brother to Louis Philiroe, who was afterwards 
king of the French. The duke died m exile 
in England in 1807. *' This is the only monu- 
ment placed in the Abbey for two ceoturies 
which is in accordance with the taste in which 
it was built." In the same rault rested for a 
time the remains of Louue of Sawji, Queen of 
Louis XVIII., who died in exile at Hartwell 
in 1810. Her body was removed to Sardinia 
in i8ti. 

In this same chapel lie Arthur Ptnrbyn Slanity, 

late Dean of Westminster, d. 1 881, and his wife, 

Loffy ^gutla Staiilty, d. 1876, daughter of the 

Mventh Earl of Elgin, both of them peculiarly 
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identified with the Abbey and aJI ita raried 
The monanient of the Dean, with il 



beautiful recumbent efBgy, u by Boehm. The 
window above was erected to the memory of 
Lady Augusta Stanley by her huiband. In the 
upper part are represented ocenes frMn the history 
of the Brace family (beginning with Robert 
Brnce watching the spider), while the lower 
part represents Lady Augusta Stanley in the six 
works of mercy. 

A slab in the floor of the central eastern 
chapel marks the original burial-place of Oliver 
Cromwell, various memberi of his family, and of 
some of the leaden of the great Parliamentary 
party. These were all exhnmed at the time of 
the Restoration ; the bodies of Cromwell, Iretm 
and Bradshaw were hanged at Tyburn, sod 
afterwaida beheaded, the heads being set on the 
top of WettmiDster Hall. The other bodiet 
were interred in the *' north green " outside 
the Abbey. ESKoielh Clirfpolc, Cromwell's 
favoorile daughter, was alone left undisturbed 
in her resting-place on the north side of Henry 
VII. 's tomb. The principal interments in this 
vaolt were as follows : — 

Olpotr Cromwell, Lord Protector of the Realm, 
bom at Huntingdon ij99,died 1658, and buried, 
strangely enough, in this peculiarly Royal chapel. 
The funeral was very splendid and costly, " there 
was a mighty train of black assistants ; the hearse 
was magnificent, the idol crowned; — briefly, a 
great show, and yet, after all this, bnt an ill 
ughc" Dait, who calls Cromwell the *■ Arch- 
136 
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Rebel," add* that " his burial ihew waa U nich 
expence, that the lecoad shadow of him, hii M>n 
Richard, could never discharge it." 

EveljD, in hia diary, tells n« '* it was the joy- 
fiiUest fiiDeral that ever I saw, for there were 
Dooe that cfied but doga, which the aoldiets 
hooted away with as barbarous noise, diinking 
and taking tobacco in the streets as they went. 
These words, however, Tecord the feelings of 
Royalists, and seem to foreshadow the coining 
re-action in men's minds. A more impartial 
judge would probably have gathered a rery 
aitferent impression ftom that solemn ceremonial, 
a nation's tribute to one of her greatest sons. 

Gtntrat Henry Irelon, d. i6jo, Cromwell's 
•on-in-law. 

John Bradthavi, d. 16^9, Prendent of the 
court i^ich condemned Charles I. ** He was 
a dark, melancholy miscreant," says that uncran- 
promising Royalist, Dart, "and as well qualified 
to kill his Prince or his Father in private, n to 
give judgment in Publick." 

Bradshaw died at the Deanery, which had 
been granted to him on lease as a residence. 
Tradition says that he was wont to climb from 
the Deanery by a winding stair to "some small 
chamber " in the Muth-wettem tower, and the 
Westminster boys used to believe that his ^pM 
haunted the adjacent triforium gallery. "This 
melancholy wretch," says Dart once more, " is 
said to have ended his course in the blukeat 
desperation ; but that a Church-Roof was the 
nest of toch an andean Bird I have not heard. 
"7 
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. . . Yet it is not improbable tbat b KHne of hu 
Fits he might retire to a Fiace rerf well suited 
to sach a. Temper." 

ERKobetb CromwtU, mother of the Protector, 
(L 16S4. 

Jaae Deihorovgh, sitter of the Protector, d. 
1656. 

^me FUtfwood, probably graod-danghter of 
the Protector. 

Colonel Richard Dtmi, d. 1653. 

Coiinel Htui^hrey Maeimorth, d. 1654. 

Sr miSmit Coiutaile, d. 1655. 

AAmral Robert Blake, d. 1657, the great 
axn\ commander, who died as bis ship was 
eatering Plymouth Harbour after his victory 
over the Spaniards off the Canary Islands. 

DeniM Bond, d. i6;8. 

Mary Bradibaw, vnSt of John Bradahaw. 

A&er these bodies were removed at the 
Reitorati<n, the vacant vault was used as the 
burial-place o£ Janut Sutler, Duke of Ormonde 
(d. 1688), and all his family. Several other 
English iK^lemen were intenvd here, and also 
sevraral of Charles II.'s illegitiniate deacendaots, 
including — 

Cbarlei, Earl of Doneaiter, d. 1673-4, son 
of the Duke of Momnouth. 

Cbarlei Fitany, Dske of Cleveland and 
Southampton, d. >730. 

CbarU* FtMCharUt, Earl of Plymouth, d. 
1681. 

In this vault are also buried — 

Wmam Bm&iek, Earl of Ponland, d. 1709, 
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the faithful friend of William lU., and the 
secood Duke <^ Sdomierg, d. 1719. The re- 
lOiiins of the great Duit of Marliorougb were 
interred here with great pomp on August gthr 
1722; they were removed to the chapel at 
Blenheim in 1746. 

Tile chief feature in the north-eastem chapel 
ia the large and unpleasing monument of Joba 
Should, Dute of BucHngbanuhire, A. 1711. 

The Duke waa distinguished both as a politiciaii 
and a soldier in the reigna of Charles II. and 
James II., and waa created Marquia of Normanby 
and Duke of Buckinghamshire by William and 
Mary. He was also known as a man of letters, 
the friend of Pope and of Dryden, to whom he 
erected the monument now in Poets' Comer. 
The oft-quoted Latin epitaph, written by him- 
self, closes with the striking words, thus given in 
a contemporary translaUon, "I lived doubtiiil 
but not dissolute ; I died unresolved, not unre- 
ugned. Ignorance and error are incident to 
human nature; I trust in an Almighty and All- 
good God. Oh thou Being of Beings, hare 
compassion on me!" The words "Christum 
Adveneror" ori^nally stood. before "Deo Con- 
fido," .but were effaced by order of Dean 
Atterbury, who considered that "adveneror" 
was ioadequaie as appUed to Christ." 

The monument was erected by the Duke's 
widow, Catherine, Ducbcis of Sueiiagiuiiiuhire, 
d. 1743, illegitimate daughter of James II, by 
Catherine Sedjey, who is also buried here. This 
strange lady was so proud of her royal descent, 
I 119 
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that on the anmrenary of the "martyrdom of 
her grand&ther, Charles I.," she "received Lord 
Hervey in the great drawing-room of Buckingham 
House, seated io a chair of state, attended by 
her women in like weeds, in memory of the 
royal martyr." She even made her ladies 
promise that if, on her deathbed, she became 
unconscious, they would nevertheless stand up 
in her presence until she was actually dead. 
Five children of the Duke and Duchess are 
buried in the same vault. 

On the monument, the Duke is represented 
in Roman armour, while the Duchess wears tiie 
English costume of the time. 

The old pulpit which standi opposite thia 
monument is said to be that from which Cranmer 
preached at the coronation and funeral of his 
godson, Edward VI. 

In this same chapel, alone in a spacious vault, 
lies jinne cf Dmmari, d. 1618-19, Queen of 
James I., daughter of Frederick II., King of 
Denmark and Norway. She died at Hampton 
Court, professing herself "free from Popery." 
Her body lay in state for some weeka at 
Somerset House, whence it was conveyed to 
Westminster. 

The fifth and last of the small chapels is 
occupied by the large monument of George 
Flturs, Duh of Bucimgham, d. 1628, the 
favourite of James I. and Charles I. He was 
the fourth son of Sir George ViJIiers, a Leicester- 
shire squire. Fuller speaks of him as "one of the 
compleatest Courtiers in Christendom, his body 
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and behaTiour mutudly grading one another." 
'■ But," he adds, " it is generally giren to him 
who is the ' little God at the Court ' to be * the 
great Devil' in thc'couDtry. The Comrooiulty 
hated him with a perfect hatred, and all mif- 
carriagea in Church and State, at Home, Abroad, 
at Sea and Land, were charged on his want of 
Wiadnn, Valour, or Loyalty." The Dnke was 
00 the eve of his d^arture to reliere La Rochelle, 
when he was awassinated at Portsmouth bj John 
FeltoD, "a melancholy nuleconcented gentle- 
man, and a sullen eouldter," who betieved that 
"he should do God serrice if he killed the 
Duke." 

The monument was erected by the Dacheu, 
d. 1643, who is buried beside her husband, 
together with wme of their children, among 

Lord Francii rJlUrj, d. 164,8— killed in a 
Bkirmish with the ParHamentary troops near 
Kingston -on- Thames. 

George VtUiiri, second and last Duke of 
Buckingham, d. 1687 — the " Zimri " of 
Dryden's " Absalom and Achitophel." 

In the centre of the nave, just at the head df 
Edwatd VI. 'e vault, lie George II., A. 1760, 
and his wife, Caroliae of Anipach, d. 1737. 
George II. fthe laat sovereign buried at West- 
mbuter} denred that his duet should mingle 
with that of his wife, to whom he was greatly 
attached. The coffins are therefore placed in 
one large black marble sarcophagi)*, one aide of 
each co<!in being mthdrawn, so that the remains 
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reit together. Wa^ole, ia hu weU-known 
detcriptioD of George Il.'a faaeral, «pealu ^ 
hanag gone "to the buiyk^ t'other night; I 
had nerer Hen a royal fiuieral ; nay, I walked 
u a rag of quality, which I found would be, 
uid 80 it wai, the canest way o{ seeing it. It 
is absolntely a noble sight." — '* It wa« very 
theatric," be remarks, " to look down into the 
vault, where the coffin lay, attended by moomcn 
with Ughta." 

At the funeral of Queen Caroline, Handel's 
newly- composed anthem, " When the ear heard 
her, then it blessed her," was sung. Readera of 
Sir Walter Scott will remember Queen Caroline 
as the Queen of the " Heart of Midlothiaa." 

Sereral other memben of die Royal House 
of HanoTer are buried here, namely — 

IVURam jii^uttutf Daie of Cumierland, d. 
1765, third son of George 11., — the"boicher" 
of CuUoden. 

Carolhu ElhuiStii, d. 1757, and Amtlia Sophia 
Elamera, d. 1 786, unmarried daughters . of 
George II. 

FreJerki Lemt, Prmce of WaUi, d. 1750-I 
(the father of G«orge III.), and his wife, 
Avgaita, Priateii if Walei, A. 1772. 

Five of tbrir children are buried near tbem, 
namely, 

Edwatd Auguttm, Duke of T»k^ their second 
BOD) who died at Monaco iu 1767. 

Htmj Frtderici, Duit tf CumterloMd, their 
fourth SOB) d. 1790. 

Fr^tmk WMiam, their fifth mxi, d. 1 765. 
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MUtcabetb Careluu, theu KCond daughter, d. 
17 J9. 

Lomta Atattt their third daughter) d. 1768. 

The North jfali 

A raiall door oa the left band as we face the 
eotrance to the Chapel leads into the oonh 
aisle. The tmall enclosure oesr the door wM 
probably used aa a lacristy or vettry by the 
priests who served Henry Vll.'s chapel. 

Id the centre of the aiele, eastward!, is the 
stately white marble tomb of Quwn ££%aiah, 
erected by Janus I. over the vault where she 
lie* buried. 

Queen Elizabeth, " the oiirror of her sex and 
age," waa bom St Greenwich in ijjj, crowned 
in the Abbey amid the rejoicings of her people 
in 1559, snd died at Richmond in 1603. 
Elizabeth's conmation was the last perfornml 
according to the Roman Catholic litei. 

Her fiiDeral was conducted with the usual 
fmnp, the body being c<HiTeyed from Richmond 
to Whitehall by liver, and thence through the 
streets to Wesbnioster. 

** The t8 day of Aprill, being ba fiinerall day, 
at which time the cittie of Westminster was 
surcharged with multitudes of all sorts of people 
in their strectcs, houses, windows, leads and 
gutters, that came to see the obacquie, and when 

y beheld her statue or picture lying D{won the 
D set &rth in Royal Robes, having a Crowm 
upon the head thereof, and a ball and sceptre in 
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ehher hand, there WH mcb a geoerall dghbg, 
groaiag and weepiag aa the like hath DOt beeiie 
Keae or knowae in the meiDorie of man, 
neyther doth any Historic mcocioD any people, 
time, or state, to make like lameotatioD for the 
death of their Soueraygne." 

The monument coousts of a basement iup- 
ported by lions, on which lies the ejfigy of the 
great Queen. She ie represented as an aged 
woman, and Wears her royal robes, and a cloM 
coif. Th^ crown has disappeared. Over Cbe 
figure rites a lofty canopy, sustained by ten 
Corinthian pillars. The loDg Latin ^taph re- 
calls Elizabeth's greatness, and the chief glories 
of her reign. A fine iron railing once sur- 
rounded the tomb, but was removed in 1812. 
(Maximilian Powtrain and John de.Critz.) 

Puller mentions the curious fact that a so- 
called " monument " to Elizabeth was set up in 
all the principal London churches, "and no 
wonder, when each loyal subject erected a 
mournfiil monument for her in his heart." 

In the same narrow vault with Elizabeth lie* 
her sister, tbe unhappy Qitetn Mary, who died 
in 1558. The corpse was "right hooourablic 
conveied" from St James's Palace to the Abbey, 
where "a fail Herse" was prepared, "adorned 
with Angels of Wax, the Valence fringed and 
adorned with Escocheons, and within the Garter, 
' Dieu et mon droit.' " 

An effigy of the Queen was laid on the ' 
t»tfEn, "apparelled in hir rnall robes, with a 
crowne of gold set on the head thereof." The 
J 3+ 
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body retted in the Abbey all night, and the 
next day was " carried to the Chappel of Kiog 
Heory VII., bei graiKliather, appointed for her 
Burial, and interred on the norUi side th^eof, 
without any Monument or other Remembrance." 
In 1561, by a strange irony, the stonea from 
the demotighed altars in Henry VII. 's Chapel 
were heaped o»er the place where Mary ky 

Funeral sermon* were ]Hcached for her in 
the Abbey by the Bishop of Winchester and 
Abbot Feckenham, and Fuller quaintly remarks 
that " the best is, the Protestants of that age 
cared not how many (so be it funeral) sermon* 
were preached for her. The closing words of 
the bscription are very striking: "Consorts 
both in throne and ^ave, heere rest we two 
litters, Elizabeth and Mary, in hope of on< 
resurrection." 

To the eauero end of this aisle the name 
" Innocents* Comer " baa been given. 

Against the centre of the eastern wall stands 
the monument erected by Charles II. in 1674, 
in memory of Ed-umrd V. and his brother 
Richard, Duti of Tort, who are generally 
supposed to have been murdered by their uncle, 
afterwards King Richard III., in 1485. 

The um contains the bones believed to be 
those of the two young princes, which were 
fbimd at the foot of a staircase in the Tower- 
Edward V. was really a Weacminst^ child, 
for he was bom in the sanctuary, when bis 
motbw, Elizabeth Woodville, took reAige here 
'3i 
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in 1470. "Hia Birth was in Trouble, uid 
hia End answeraUe." The infant prince wu 
christened is the Abbey, " without pompc, 
— whose godfadere were y abbot and pnoui 
of the sayd place, and the lady >)cropc god- 
When the unfortunate Elizabeth Woodville 
fled again into aanctuary, after the death of 
her huaband, King Edward IV., Id 1483, her 
aecond aon, Richard Duke of York, was with 
her, and it waa with the greateat difficulty that 
ahe cotdd be perauaded to gire up the boy when 
hii uncle gent for him. " God knoweth when 
we shall kiue together againe," aaid the poor 
mother, as ahe finally bade her child farewell. 

On the right, as we face cast, ia the tomb 
of the little Prineat Mary, daughter of Jamea 
I., who died in 1607, aged two years and a half. 
Of this child the Proteatant King James used 
"pteasaotly to say, that he would not pray to the 
Virgin Mary, bat for the Virgin Mary, meaniDg 
hia own daughter," The funeral sermoe toach- 
iagly describea how, on her death-bed, (he little 
girl kept repeating, " I go, I go, away I go," 
and again the third time, " I go, I go." 

The monument ia a amall altar-tomb, on 
which rests the effigy of the child, reclining 
on her elbow, and wearing the quaint coBtume 
of the time. 

Od the left is a charming little monummt 

a resenting an infant in her cradle, that of the 
y princess S^hia, daughter of James I., who 
died m 1606, when only three days old. She 
•3« 
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■■ the lint Sophia of Englith htgtoiy, named 
after her grandmother, Sophia of Dcninark, and 
bequeathieg her name to hu' niece, St^ihia, 
Etectresi of HanoTM. 

** Thia Royal Babe i» repretented aleeping in 
her Cradle, wherewith vulgar eyet, eipecially of 
die weaker sex, are more affected (as levd to 
their cognizance, more capable of what ii pretty 
than what ii pomponi) than with all the 
magnificent monumenu of WcstmiiMter." 

At the head of Queen Elizabeth'* tomb is 
a large vault contuning Ae remains of GmtraJ 
Moni, Dmie of jHhetnarlt, A, 1670, add several 
of hit family. General Monk took a very 
active part in the Renoration of the Stuarts, 
and was bnried here by comtnand of Charles 
II., who attmded the funeral in peiwn. The 
raonument to Monk is in the lou^ aisle, but 
his eliigy nscd formerly to stand near his grave. 

Among others buried here are Jottph AddUon, 
the poet and essayist, d. 1 7 1 9, whose monument 
is in Poets' Comer. 

Jamct Craggi, d. I720>l, who 1 
Addison as Secretary of State. His n 
stands at the west end of the Abbey. Speaking 
of Addison's fiineral, Macaulay sayi: "His 
body lay in state in the Jemulem Chamber, 
and was borne thence to the Abbey at dead 
of night. The choir sang a fiineral hymn. 
Bishop Atterbury, one of those Tories who 
had loved and honoured the most accomplished 
of the Whigs, met the corpse and led the pre- 
cession by torchlight, round the shrine Of St 
137 
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Edward and the graves of the Flutt^enett, 
to the Ch^l of Henry the Seventh. On tbe 
north side of that chapel, in the vault of the 
houK of Albemarle, the cofGn of Addinn lies 
next to the coffin of Montagu. Vet a few 
montha, and the nine mournera pasaed agaio 
along the same aiaie. The tame sad anthem 
was again chanted. The same vanit was again 
opened; and the coiSn of Craggs was placed 
close to the coffin of Addison." 

Cbarlfi Monti^, Earl of Halifax, d. 171 5, 
distingnished as a statesman and financier. He 
was the great patron of the literary men of bit 
day — "the second great Macenas " — and was 
the friend and supporter of Addison. His 
monniQent is on the south wall. 

Sd-aiarJ Maaiagu, Earl of Sandwich, d. 
1672, who took an active part in the Rcstoratioa. 
He was a distinguished naval commander, and 
was blown up with hts ship when in action 
against the Dutch. 

Gtorge SavUe, Marquis of Halifax, d. 169c, 
who earned the title of "the trimmer." He 
was Lord Privy Seal in the reigns of three 
Kings — Charles II., James II., and William 
III. " He was a man of a very great and 
ready wit ; fUl of life, and very pleasant, much 
turned to satire. . . . But with relation to the 
public, he went badtwards and forwards, and 
changed sides so often, that in ecHiclusion 00 
one trusted him."^ This .monument is also on 
the south walL 

> (Bumct'i " History of his Own Time.") 
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The South AuU 

A door on the right aa we ascend the atepa 
leads inio the louth aide of the Chapel. Three 
beautiful tombs occupy the central apace of the 
aisle. The fint is that of Margaret^ Coaaltu 
of Leamm, d. 1S7S, daughter of Margaret 
Tudor, widow of James IV. of Scotland^ by 
her eecond marriage with the Earl of Aogoa. 
The Countess of Lennox waa thus firit couaia 
to Queen Elizabeth. In her youth this lady 
had been Tcry beautiful, and Lord Thomas 
Howard was iiDprisoned in the Tower by 
Henry VIII., on a charge of high treaMm, 
for having ventured to propose marriage to her 
without the king's consent. On the death of 
Lord Thomas Howard, Margaret married 
Matthew Stuart, Earl of Leonox. The ^itaph 
states that she "had to her great-grandjatber, 
Kbg Edward IV. ; to her grandfather. King 
Henry VII. ; to her oncle. King Henry VIII. t 
to her counn-german. King Edward VI. ) to 
her brother, King James V. of Scotland ; to 
her ion (Daroley), King Henry L of Scot- 
land; to her grandchild. King James VI. (of 
Scotland) and I. (of England}." 

The Countew died in poverty at Hackney, 
and waa buried here in great state by Queen 
Elizabeth. The tomb is of alabaster. Upon 
it rests the eifigy of Margaret in robes of state, 
wearing a dose coif with a coronet over it. 
On Rther aide of the tomb are the eSigies of 
her children, fear sons and four daoghtera. 
»39 
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Among them is the figure of Lord Darnley, 
which still has the brofccD remaiaa of a crown 
above its head. Next to htm is repretcDted 
the second sod, Charla Stuart, Ear! of I^ennoK, 
A. 1 576, fitther of Lady Arabella Stuart. He 
is buried with his mother in the vault below. 

The next manament, which towers up almoat 
to the roof, is that of Mary, Queen 0/ Seat*, 
daughter of James V. of Scotlaod and Msiy 
of Guise, b^ieaded at Fotheiiogay Castle in 
1586-7. After the execution. Queen Eliza- 
beth "order'd the corps to be solemnly buiied 
in the Cathedral of Feteriwrough, . . . where 
she rested, and had a snmptuons hearse erected 
to her." James I. afterwards commanded that 
Ins mother's remains should be removed to 
Wesanioster, so that the "like honour might 
be done to the body of his dearest mother aod 
the like nKMumeDt be extant of her that had 
been done to others and to his dear listn the 
bie Queen Elizabeth." 

T^ monument erected to Mary is in fact 
much more splendid and costly than that of 
Elizabeth. The fine efGgy rests on a large 
sarcophagus, and is covered by a lofty and 
elaborate canopy. The qoeen is represented 
with the clear-cat, delicate features familiar to 
us in her pictures. She wears a close coif, a 
laced ruff, and a long mantle fastened with a 
jewelled brooch. At her feet sits the crowned 
lion of Scotland. 

" Her elaborate epitaph is dosed by the 

words from St Pe»r, rectHnnmiding the 

140 



jKCoQgIc 



HENRY VII.'S CHAPEL 

Saviour's example of patient rafiering. Her 
tomb wat revered b^ devoat Scota as the 
ahrioe of a canonized saiot." Her buiial- 
place is said to hare been "resplendent widi 
miractea," and Dean Stanley concludes : " This 
pn^ably is the latest instance of a niiracle- 
working tomb in England, and it invests the 
question of Queen Mary's character with a 
theological as well as an historical iotemt." 
(The mcHiument is the work of Cornelius 
fca».) 

In the same vault with their Ikmons ancesttCM 
lie many other memb«ns of the Stuart &mily. 
Among these are Htnrj Frtderieh, Prinre of 
iVale*, who died in i6iz "in the rage of a 
nalidoos extraordinary burning fever." He 
was a prince of great promise, " in whose grave 
were buried the hopes of the Puritan party." 

Arabella Stuarl, d. 1 6 1 5, daughter of Charles, 
Earl of Lennox, and first couitn to James I. 
This unhappy lady was always r^arde<|l with 
suspicion as a possible claimant of the throne, * 
awi after her marriage in 1 610 with Sir William 
Seymour, a representatiTe of the Suffolk, branch 
of the royal family, she was imprisoned in the 
Tower, where she finally lost her reastm. 

Charlu, eldest child of Charles L , who died 
an infant in 1629. Fuller tells us how "The 
Popish priests belonging to the Queen stood 
ready, watching to snatch the Royal Babe to 
their superstidoua Baptisme ; but the tender 
care of King Charles did out^ngil their watch- 
(iilness, conmanding Doctor Web, his next 
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chaplain in aneodvice, to cbristen it accordtog 
to the Church of England. This done, within 
few hoores he expired ; and lye» buried at 
Weaimiorter." 

jinnc, daughter of Charles I., d. 1640 — "a 
very pregnant little lady above her age, and died 
in her in&ncy when not full four yean old. 
Being minded by thoae about her to call apon 
God even when the pangs of Death were upon 
her ; ' I am not able ' uith she, < to say my long 
prayer (meaning the Lord'o prayer) ; but I will 
aay my short one, Lighten mine eyes, O Lord, 
len I sleep the deep of death.' This done, the 
little Iamb gave up the ghost" — (Fuller). 

Henry, Dake ef GUmceiter, d. 1660, the 
yoongest son of Charles I. — the boy who 
promised his father that he would be torn in 
pieces rather than be made king in his elder 
brother's place. He died of small-pox at 
Whitehall shortly after the Restoration. " The 
king (Charles II.) was never known to grieve 
■ so much upon any other occanon." 

Mary, Priaceii of Orangt, d. 1660, daughter 
of Charles I., wife of William of Orange, and 
mother of William III. of England. "This 
peerless Princess — rich in piety and wisdom . . . 
came over to congratulate the happiness of her 
brother's miraculous restitution; when, behold, 
sickness arrests this Royal Princess, no bail 
being found by physick to defer the execution 
ofher death. On the 31st of December follow- 
ing (be was honourably (though privately) in- 
tored at Wettmintter, . . . aDd:ao eye to drj 
14* 
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but wUlkigly affoided a tear to bemoan the lo« 
of so worthy a princew" — (Fuller). 

E&aah*th,Qiieentf BohemiitiA. t66l-l,eldett 
daughter of James I., and wife of Frederickf 
Elector Palatine, called the ''Winter King" <rf 
Bohemia. After the vicisntuiles of her troubled 
life, she rests here among her own kindred. 
Through her daughter Sophia, Electress of 
Hanover, Elizabeth became the ancestreM of 
the present Royal Houae. 

Prince Rufitrf, d. 1682, son of the Queen 
of BohemiSi famous for the valour with which 
he fought for his uncle, Charles I., in the Civil 
Wars. 

^ime Hyde, Duchesa of York, d. 1671, 
danghter of the Earl of Clarendon, first wife of 
James II., and mother of the two queens, Mary 
11. and Anne. " A woman of excellent MMe, 
and a soul suited to her high station." 

In this vault lie also ten children of James II,, 
and eighteen childreoof Queen Anne. Oneooly 
of Anne's children, William, Duke of Gloucester, 
survived infancy. He died in 1 700, aged eleven, 
"of a fever occasioned by excessive dancing on 
his twrthday " — (Dart). 

The third tomb is that of the itDbte and 
venerable Margaret Beaufort, Conntess of 
Richmond and Derby, d. 1509, great-grand- 
daughter of John of Gaunt, at^ mother of King 
Henry VII. by her first husband, Edmund 
Tudor, Earl of Richmond, son of Owen Tudor 
and Queen Katherine de Valois. Margartt 
married for her ■ second buiband Sir Hmry 
H3 



I., Google 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

.SuSbrd, ' younger ion of the Duke of Bucking- 
ham } and for her third, Thomas, Lord Stanley* 
who ciowued Henry VII. on Boswoith Field, 
and was by him created Earl of Derby. This 
is the "Lady Margaret" who "founded two 
coUegea, one to Chriat, and the other to St John, 
Hia discii>le " at Cambridge, and.* who also 
ibaoded a Chair of DiTinity at both UuTersiaea. 
*' Her outward exiatence, aays Dean Stanley, 
"belonged to the mediaval past. She li*ed 
almost the life, in death she almoat wears the 
garb, of an Abbeas. Even her marriage with 
Edmund Tudor waa the restilt of a Tiaion of St 
Nicholas. The last English aigh for the crusades 
went up from those lips. She would often say, 
that if the princes of Qinstendom would comlMne 
theraaelres, and march against the common 
enemy, tiie Turk, ahe would moat willingly 
attend, them, and be their laundreaa in the camp. 
The bread and meat doled out to the poor of 
Westminster in the College Hall is the remnant 
of the old monaatic charity which ahe founded 
in the almonry." 

It ia curious and interesting to remember that 
this "last medixval Princess" was a "great 
encourager of Printing," and a ^cial patroness 
of Caxton, whoge printing-press was aet up in the 
Abbey almoury. She is Uiua directly connected 
with one of the great forces of our modem life. 

Margaret died at Barking Abbey a few days 

after the coronation of her grandson, Henry 

VIII. Her friend and confessor. Bishop Fiabec, 

who preached her Ameral seraMn, said of her : 
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" Every one that luew her (ored her, and erery- 
thiug that she said or did became her," 

The tomb is the work of TonigiaDo, and 
greatly resembleri that of Henry VU. in generU 
design. It is of black marble, while the beanti- 
tiil effigy, the little caoopy, aod the coats of 
arms enclosed in flowered wreaths, are in gilt 
bronze. The portrait effigy repreaents Marj^et 
in her old age, wearing a widow's dreas. The 
wtUiered hands raised in prayer are wonderfully 
characteristic. Round the verge of the mODU- 
meat is intcribed an epitaph composed by 
Eratnuu, the Reformer. , 

At the eastern end of the Chapel, inscriptions 
in the paremeoc record the borial of — 

CbarhfII.,A. 1685. 

Quien Mary II., d. i694< 

mUiam III., A. l^a^. 

Prmee Georgt of Denmark, d. 1708. 

Queen Anae, d. 1714. 

None of these soTerngoB had any monument 
erected to them. The wax effigy of Charles II., 
however, stood near hia grave for many years. 

Charles II. was "obscurely baried at night 
without any manner of pomp, and soon forgotten 
after all his vanity." 

The funeral of Mary II. was marked by the 
attendance of both Houses of Parliament, " the 
Lords robed in scarlet and ermine, the Commons 
in long black mantles. No preceding Sovereign 
had ever been attended to the grave by a Parlia- 
ment ; for, till then, the Parliament had always 
expired with the Sovereign. ... On the gorgeous 
K i+S 
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coffin of pur])le and gold were laid the crown 
aod Bceptre of the realm. - The day waa well 
suited to nich a ceremony. The eky wm dark 
aod troubled, and a few ghastly flalcea of anow 
fell on the black plumei of the funeral car. 
WiAin the Abbey, Bare, choir, and transept 
were in a blaze with innnmerable wax lights " — 
(Macaulay). 

The fdnerat of WilHam III. was very simple, 
and no fecial eplendonr seems to have marked 
"diat of Queen Anoe. 

Close to the graves of these Stuart soTerrigna 
is the monument of General Monk, buried, aa 
we hare Men, in the opposite aiite. The monu- 
ment was erected about 1717. — (Sent des: 
Scheemakers, sculptor.) 

Against the north wall, next to the monument 
of Monk, is the statue erected - by Horace 
Walpole in memory of his mother, Catherine 
Shorter, Lady Walpole, d. 1737, first wife of the 
great Whig Minister, Sir R. Walpole, after- 
wards Earl of Orford. The figure is a copy 
of the famous Btatue of *' Modesty " at Rome. 
The epitaph is by Horace Walpole. (Valori, 
sculptor.) 
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CHAPTER VIII 

! NORTH AMIULATOKT AND CHATtLS 



Tht North ^mialalory 

rURNING into the north uabulatorj, we 
find, at the foot of the ttepi leading to 
Henry VII. '« Chapel, a ttooe markbg the grave 
of Edward Hyde, Earl of Qareodon, d. 1674, 
the famous hUtorian of " The Great Rebellion," 
grand&therof Qneen Mary 11. and Qoera Anne. 
He died in exile at Rooen, having been tmpea^ed 
for high treaioD. Thv intcription wat not cot 
until 1867. 

Beyond, on the right, are the monument! of-~ 

miBam Puluwy, Eari of Bath, d. 1674. 
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"Patriot PJteney," as he wat called. He 
is buried in the Islip Chape), and hio funeral 
was the occasion of a tumult, during whicb 
the canopy of Edward I.'s tomb was broken 
down. — (Wilton, sculpt.) 

Admiral Holmei, d. '1761, Command er- in- 
Chief of the fleet at Jamaica. — (Wilton, BCulpt.) 

Close to the entrance of the Chapel of St John 
the Baptist are the graves of — 

Sir John Wiadtore, d. 141+, nephew of the 
famous William of Windsore, who was Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland in Edward III.'s time. 
"This John . . . had been a soldier in his 
youth, and was a great commander in the wars 
in Ireland, and the battle of Shrewsbury with 
Henry IV., but, repenting him of his bloodshed, 
finished his life in piety." 

A brass plate with a Latin rhyming inscrip- 
tion remains on the gravestone. 

John Pym, leader of the popular party in the 
Long Parliament, d. 1643. He was "buried 
with wonderful pomp and magnificence in that 
place where the bones of our English kings and 
princes are committed to their rest." His body 
wai disinterred in i66t, and thrown into a pit 
just outside the Abbey, with those of most of 
the Parliamentary magnates. Pym's power and 
influence led the Royalists to nickname tiim 
" King Pym," and Clarendon says of him, « he 
teemed to 'ill men to have the greatest inflaence 
upon the House of Commons of any man ; and 
in truth, I think Ue was at that time (1640) and 
for some nonth* atter, the most popular man, 
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and the most able to do hurt, that hath lived at- 

WilHam Strode, d. 1645, ooe of the five 
mciDbers deniiiDded by Chulea I., when he 
entered the House of CommoDH with an armed. 
force in i64i-2> ClareDdon speaks of Stroke's 
virulence and malice, and wya he wad "one of 
those . . . who moat avowed the curbing and 
suppresiing of majesty." 

Biihop Brian Ihippa, d. l66z. Dean of 
Christ Church, Oxford, and Bishop of Chi- 
chester, Salisbury, and Winchester successively. 
He was tutor to Charles II., who had ao great 
reverence for hint, "that the day before his 
death that Prince came to Richmond, and at the 
bedside asked his blessing on his bended knees." 

The Bishop " was a considerable Beneiactor 
to Christ Chureh College and that of All Souls 
in Oxford, founded a Hospital at Greenwich, 
where he was born, with this iDsciiptioo over 
the door : ' A poore Bishop vow'd this House, 
but a great and wealthy one built it.' " 

During the " troublesome times " Bishop 
Duppa retired to Richmond, where he died. 

Earl Ligmier, d. 1770, aged ninety-two. 
He fought under Marlborough, and was pre- 
sent at the battle of Blenheim, and afterwards 
became one of Queen Anne's generals. — (Moore, 
sculpt) 

At the entrance of the Chapel of St John the. 

Evangelist is the gigantic monument erected by 

the King and Parliament to General Jemtr 

IVdfe, killed at Quebec in 1759, aged Only 
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b'» TlCtory o 
at Quebec, and the capture of that towu) finally 
won the province of Canada for Eogland. 

Walpole deacribcB WoKe'» (kaeh as "noble 
indeed," and tella how '*fMt a* liie eU>ed oul^ 
hig whole anxiety centred on the iartime of the 
day. He begged to be borne nearer to the actiMi ; 
but hi* Mght being dimmed by the approach of 
death, he entreated to be told what they who 
RUpported him saw. He wai answered that the 
enemy gave ground. He eagerly repeated the 
question, heard the enemy was totally routed, 
cried < I am satisfied,' and expired." 

It has already been meatiooed that Dean 
Zachary Pearce grarely considered a proposal 
10 remove the beautiful tomb of Aymer de 
Valence in order to make room For this monu- 
ment, a piece of Tandalism pmented by the 
MmonstraDceB of Horace Waipole> As it is, 
the screen of St John the Enogelist's Chapel 
has been sacrificed, and the tombs of Abbot 
EstAiey <md Sir John Harpedon moved from 
their original pontion into the Ambulatory. 

The monument, which was the first public 
work of Joseph Wilton, is an imaginary rejH'e- 
sentatioo of Wolfit's death. On the basement, 
below the group of figures, is a bronze bas-rdief 
by CapizzoJdi, which depicts the landiog of the 
British troops, and their ascent of the Heights 
<tf Abraham. 

Wolfe is buried at Greenwich, in liia Cher's 
grave. 

Sir Jda HaiftAn, d. 14571 *■ knight of 
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HeDiy v., and fifth biubaod of the celebrated 
Eeniith beireM, Joan de la Pole) La4jr Cob- 
ham, wbMe fourth hiubaod wai Sir Joho 
OldcaAle, the "{ood Lord Cobham." 

Thu tomb, ooce raised four feet from the 
floor, formed part of the screen of St John 
the EranjieliBt a Cb^l, 8* did alio the tomb 
of Abbot EMcoey. 

The brau represeius a knight Mly armed, 
with bis feet retting on a lion, and hit bead 
on a helmet. On the helmet is the cretc, a 
hind'* head issuing from a crown. 

John Ejletuf, d. 1 498, Abbot of Weitminatci 
frmn 1474 until hi< death. In Eateoe^a time, 
the vaulting of the we«t end of the church wa* 
completed, and the great we« window aet up. 
He ia alio remeinbeted as the patron of Caxton, 
whose iwinlin^preM waa set up in the Almoorjr 
!n 1477, and who dates lome of hi» books from 
" the Abbey of Westminster." Estcney also did 
good service to bis Abbey by persuading the Papal 
Court to remit the obligation for each Abbot to 
go to Rome to be confirmed by the Pope, which 
journey was a heavy charge on the revenues. 

Like his predecessor, Abbot Millyng, Esteney 
had charge of Queen Elizabeth Woodville when 
■he took sanctuary at Westminster. 

The brass effigy os-the low altar-comb re- 
presenta the Abbot in " Mass Habits," with one 
hand raised b benediction, the other holding 
a crazier. From the mouth proceeds a l^^l 
with the words : " Exuhabo in Deo Jhu Meo." 
The figure n surmouoted by a triple canopy. 
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The tomb wa« opeaed is 1706, and again In 
177Z. Dart telU us that the Abbot'a body wa« 
founJ entire, " lying in a Chest qaihed with 
yelJow SaitCD ; he had od a gowa of Crinuon 
Silk girded to him with a black ^dle; on hi* 
Legs were white silk atockings ; and on his Face, 
which was black, a clean napkin doubted ap 
and laid comer-wise ; the Legs and other Parts 
of the Body firm and plump." 

Two grafestcnea, once containing brasaes, 
mark the resting-places oi Thomat Brovm and 
Humphrey Ralertt, d. 1508, two monk* of the 
Abbey, who lie beneath one slab ; and Sir Thonuu 
Parry, A. 1 560, Treasurer of the Household aod 
Master of the Courts and Liveries to Queen 
Elizabeth, who lies beneath the other. 

(Observe the beauty and statelioess of Henry 
III.'s tomb as seen from the Ambulatory side. 
It here appears triple, and mnch of the original 
decoration remains.) 



Chapel of Si Paul 

The first of the northern chapels (on the 
right as we descend from Henry VII.'s Chapel) 
is dedicated to St Paul. 

Relics of the Saint were once placed here, 
and among them, the cloth in which his bead 
was wrapped after executioa, presented by 
Edward the Confessor. 

The western half of the screen which divided 

the chapel from the ambulatory was destroyed 

to make way for Pnlteney's monninent, while 

IS* 
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the eattern half now fonn« part of LudoTict 
Robsert's tomb. 

In the centre of the Chapel stands the fine 
altar-tomb of Sir Gilti Daabmey, d. 1 507, and 
hit wife Elizabeth, d. ijoo- He was Lord 
Lieutenant of Calais, and Chamberlain to Henry 
VII., and was raised to the Peerage in i486 
for his ierrices during Henry VIL'i exile. 

The tomb is of Purbeck marble, with alabaster 
effigies in the costume of the period. Sir Giles 
wears plate armour, and the fall insignia of the 
Order of the Garter. On the soles of his shoes 
are little figures of friar* who bold roBariCs. 
The original gilding and colour has all but dis- 
appeared, as the tomb has been repainted. 

Close to this tomb stands "the stupid Colosnu, 
whose introduction here is the most crying 
evidence of the want of taste in our generation " 
— the monument of Jamct Watt, d. 1 81 9, the 
improver of the steam-engine, who is buried near 
Birmingham. 

This gigantic monument was erected with 
much difficulty, as part of it had to be dragged 
in over Robsert'* tomb, and the statue conld 
hardly be got through the door. The pavement 
gave way beneath the immense w«ght, laying 
bare " rows upon rows of gilded coffins " below, 
and had not timely precantion been taken, 
" workmen and work must ioevitably have fallen 
in and joined the dead in the chamber of death " 
— (Cunningham). 

The statue is by Chantrey, the inacriptiftn by 
Lord Brougham. 

^S3 
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Going round the Chapel to the right, we find 
the moDumeDts of — 

liudevici Robtirtfd. 1431,8011 bis wife, Eliza- 
beth, daughter and beireu of Sir Bartholomew 
Bourchier. Robsert wai a oatiTe of Hainauk, 
afid was created Lord Bourchier after hia maniagc 
He wai made the Kuig'a Standard Bearer as a 
reward for hu exploits on the fiald of Agincotirt i 
be waf attached to the personal hoi^sehold of 
Katherine de Valois, and afterwards became 
Chamberlaio to Henry VI. 

The monument forma part of the screen of 
the Chapel, and is, from an architectural point 
of view, one of the most remarkable io the 
Abbey. The whole was once richly coloured 
and gilt, the u]^>er part being covered with coats 
of arms and mottoes. The inscriptions are now 
nearly e&ced, but on the top cornice the words 
"Non nobis Dne non nobis sed Noi tuo da 
Glwiam " arc still visible. 

Tradition connects Robsert with " Geofirey 
Chaucer, our poet," uid Dart tells us that he 
found Chaucer s arms among chose on the screen. 

Fraaeii, Lord Coltit^tai, of Hanworth, d. 
165,4, Lord Treasurer in Charles I.'s reign, 
and Ulrica ambassador to Spain (under James 
I., Charles I., and Charles IL), who "for his 
faithfull adherence to ye crowne (ye usyrpers 
prerayling) was forc't to fly his country." He 
died at Valladolid, during his embassy to Spain. 

Clarendon describes Lord Cottiogton as "a 
very wise man," and as " master of an incompar- 
able temper, . . . which was not liable to any 
154 
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trantport of Hger or any otber pawicw." — " He 
oeTcr ufed anybody ill, but asea maay very well 
for whom he had no regard ; his grtateit tault 
WM, that he could diiicrable, and make mea 
bdieTC that be loved them T«ry well when he 
cared not for them. . . . He wai heartily weary 
(^ the world, and do iiibd was more williog to 
die ; which ii an argumeot that he had peace 
of conacience. He left behind him a greater 
e«teem of bii parti than love to his person." 

"He raised himself by his natural strength," 
tqra Fuller, "without any artificial advantage; 
having hi* parts above his learaing, his experi- 
ence above his parts, his industry above his 
experience, and (some will say) his tncceas 
above aU." 

The rooDumeDt was erected by his nephew, 
and is of black and white marble, with a reclin- 
ing effigy. — (Fanelli, sculpc) 

Abovt, is a fine bust of his wife* jiane, Ladf 
Cottmgton, d. 1633-4. Her monuramt wa« 
raised to her by her husband, and is the work 
of Hubert le Sceor. 

The place of St Paul's altar is occupied by 
the fine ReuMssance tomb of Franeti Sidiuy, 
Countess of Sussex, aunt to Sir Philip Sidney, 
and wife of the Earl of Sussex who rivalled 
Leicester in Elizabeth's iavtnir. It may be 
noticed that several ladies of the Elizabethan 
Court have thus, by the pontion of their monu- 
ments, "trampled on the ancient altars in their 
respective chapels." 

Prance* Sidney was the fonndress of Sidney 
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Sussex College at Cambridge, "a woeman whyle 
the lyved adorned with loanjr and mott rare gifu 
both of myiide and bodye, towards God truly 
and zelouily religiouSt to her frenda aad kini- 
fbulke moat liberal, to the poore prisooers, to 
the Ministers of the Worde of God, alwaies 
moat charitable," The recumbent elfigy is a 
good illustration of Elizabethan costume. The 
feet rest on a porcupine, the Sidney crest. 

OaJley Carklon, Viscount Dorchester, d. 
1631-1, Secretary of State under Charles I., 
educated at Westminster School and Christ 
Church, 'Oxford. " He was the last English 
Deputy who sat on the States- General of the 
Netherlands, 1615-1636, a privilege the English 
Crown had posseMcd from the middle of Eliza- 
beth's icign." Clarendon says of him that he 
« understood all that related to foreign employ- 
ment, and the condition of other princes and 
nations, Tery well ; but was utterly unacquainted 
with the government, laws and customs of his 
own country, and the nature of the pet^le." 

The monument, erected in 1 649, is by Nicholas 
Stone, who received jQioo for it. Carleton's 
wife, Anne Garrord, who died a few years before 
him, is buried in the same grave. 

£ir TlHHnai Broml^, d. 1 587. He succeeded 
Sir Nicholas Bacon as Lord Keeper, and presided 
at the trial and sentence of Mary, Queen of Scots. 
Dart describes the monument as " a magnificent 
monument of Alabaster, with Pillars of marble 
and Lydian, gilt, on which ie the Effigy of an 
ancient Person in a Cbancellor'i gowo, with 
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jKCoQgIc 



THE NORTH AMBULATORY 

eight Children koeeliDg at hia Feet." At the 
back appears the official purse, and above are 
figures of Fame and Immortality. 

Sir Jamti Fidlerbm, d. 1630-1, and hit wife. 
He was First Gentleman of the Bedchamber to 
Charles I. ." He died Fuller of Faith then of 
Fearea ; Fuller of Resoluc'on then of Paienes; 
Fuller of Honour then of Dayea." A marble 
altar-tomb with alabaster efhgies. The wife 
wears a miaiature of her hasbaod faatened to 
her girdle. 

Just below thia monuiaent lies jlrebHibop 
Uuher, d. 165J-6, buried here in state by Crom- 
well's desire, and at his expense, although the 
Archbishop had been a friend of Charlee I. 
This iiiDeral was the only liturgical aerrice 
held in the Abbey duriog the Commonwe^tb. 

Sir John J^iering, d. 1 596, who proaecoted 
Mary, Queen of Scots, and her secretary, Darison. 
He succeeded Sir Christopher Hatton as Keeper 
of the Great Seal in Elizabeth's time. The tomb 
was erected by his widow, who added her own 
Htatoe. It is in the Renaissance style, and of 
Tarious kinds of marble. The effigies and the 
statues of the eight children ZK of alabaster. 

Sir Henry Belaiytt of Brancepeth, d. 1717, 
Lieutenaoi-Generaf of William IIL's forces in 
Flanders, " lineally descended irom Bekaius, one 
of the Norman generals who came into England 
with William the Conqueror and was knighted 
by him." — (Scheemakers, sculpt.) 

On one side of this tomb is a bast of Sir 

Rowlatul Hill, d. 1870, the ori^nator of the 
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penBjr postage. The boat ia bj^ W. D. 
KeywOTth. 

The banners which hang in thU chapel are 
those carried at the funerali of the old North- 
Qmbrian family of Delaral, who were buried 
here ttootit a century ago. -^ 

Cii^l of Si Eraimai 

This little chapd, or ihrine, fitted up to receive 
the image of a eaint in the time of Richard II., 
now aerves a* the entrance to the Chapd of St 
JiAa the Baptin. It is thought that when the 
chantry chapel dedicated to St Eraunos by 
Elizabeth WoodTtile wai demolished, toother 
with other baildingi, in order to make room for 
Heary VII. 'a new Lady Chapel, the Saiot't 
ahar waa temporarily placed here. 

Over the beautiful fboiteenth century door- 
way are the words ** Sanctna Erasmoa," painted 
th«« by order of Abbot lalip ; above, a^n, ia 
a fine aculptured- niche with a moulding of vine 
leaves. This niche ia now disfigured by the io- 
Mrtion of a most incongruous tablet. On the 
wall wHbtn, tbe outline of a statue can still be 
seen, and also the hole in the roof throu^ which 
the lamp was mspended. St Erasmus was Bishop 
of Campania i he was martyred under Diocletian, 
and, according to the Golden Legend, was"ledde 
through the beyght of Heven into the upper- 
most place, where he stondeth wyth God wyth 
all the hooly companye." 

Cloie to this entrance >ie two curious little 
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monnnKntt. On the eastern ude, Jmu Crtvx, 
wife of Sir Clippesby Crewe, d. 1639 ; ob the 
western side, Juliana Crevn, d. i6zl, daughter 
of a Sit Randolph Crewe who was Lord Chief 
Justice of the Queen's £ench in Elizabeth's 
reign. 

Ch^el of Si John the Bapitst 

This Chapelj entered through that of St 
Erasmus, had originally a wooden screen, with 
a doorway in the centre. It is now divided 
from the ambulatory by a line of tombs. 

In the centre is the stately altar-totnb of 
Tbomat CicU, d. 1622-3, Earl of Exeter, eldest 
son of Lord Burleigh, and his firK wife, Dormhy 
Ntmil, d. 1606. Queen Elizabeth made him 
Governor of Hull aa a reward for his Mrvicea 
in the Low Countries, and in the sup^ffession of 
the Northern Rebellion of 1569. 

The tomb~ig of black and white marble, unth 
recambent effigies. A qiaoe is left for the efSgy 
af the Earl's second wife, Frances Brydges, bnt 
she refiiEed to allow her effigy to be placed, on 
the left aide, and is buried at Winchester, though 
the inscription states that she is buried here. 

As we go round the Chapel to the r^ht, we 
&m1 the moDuments of — 

George Faieet, Abbot of Westminster from 
1498 unt3 his death in i;oo. An altar-tomb 
in the Perpendicular style, with a stone canopy. 
On the panels are the arms of Fascet and of the 
Abbey ; on the frieze is the Abbot's name in a 
cipher. The effigy has disappeared, and in its 
'S9 
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stead an andent stone coffin rests on the tomb. 
Thiii'CoffiD K generally aup^sed to contain the 
bone* of — 

Thomas Millyng, A. 1492, Abbot of West- 
miiiBter from 1 4.69-74. Abbot Millyog stood 
godfather to Edward V. when he was baptised 
in the Abbey, and was made Bishop of Here- 
ford by Edward IV. as a reward for his pro- 
tection of Elizabeth Woodville. while she 
was in sanctuary at Westminster. Millyng 
was £rst interred in the centre of the chapel, 
but \\at colfie was removed as the vaults became 
filled up. 

ThoHuu Ruihall, d. 1513, Bishop of Durham, 
private, secretafy to Henry VII., and made a 
riivy Councillor by Henry VIII. He died of 
" chagrintt his imprudence " in sending to Henry 
VIII., by mistake, an inventory of his own vast 
wealth instead of a rolume of State papers. 
The error was discovered by Wolsey, who 
pointed out to the king that "he knew where a 
man of money was in case he needed it." " As 
ioon as the Bishop understood his own Error, 
the conceit thereof touclied him so near, as 
within a very short Time after he died." The 
tranb and effigy are of freestone, and much 
decayed. Only a few fragments of the canopy 
reniain. 

Sitbard Harmeden (or Harounden). Abbot of 
Westminster from about 1420-40, is buried in 
this chapel. 

H^USam de Cahbttter, d. 14IO, Abbot of 
Westminster from 1386 uadl his death. He 
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was sent on tereral important embauie* bj 
Richard 11., Henfy IV.. and Henry V., and 
attended the Coannl of Constance in 1414 as 
one of tbe king's ambassadors. " In the latter 
part of this man's time," says Widmore, "the 
rebuilding of the west part of the Abbey was 
carried on with great application." It is related 
of this abbot that be took a leading part in a 
conspiracy to restore Richard II. One chronicle 
says that he '* highly fested " his co-conspirators, 
and that "when thei had well dined, ^ei all 
withdrew chemsdfes into a secret chan^r and 
sat down to counsail. . . . The Abbot of West- 
minster, in whose house this traiterous confederacy 
was conspired, hearyng that the chefetaina of his 
fi^owshippe were eapied, taken, and executed, 
going between his monasterie and mansion, tat 
thoughte fell in a sodaine palsey, and shortely 
after without any speche ended his Kfe." Thu 
story is followed by Shakespeare, who writes in 
" Richard II." (Act V. Sc. vi.)— 

" The gnod coniplrator, Abbot of Wettminiter, 
With clo? of conscience and n>ur melancholy 
Hath yielded up hii body Co the grate." 

The Abbot, bowerer, lired twenty years after 
the alleged conspiracy. 

The altar-tomb and recumbent portratt-effigy 
are oF freestone, once painted, and now much 
decayed. Some colour remains on the eifigy, 
which is robed in splendid vestments. The 
canopy has long since disappeared. 

Above Colchester's tomb is a tdifet to tbe 
L 161 
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gallaDt LMUitnaat-Celonel MacUod, who fell at 
the siege of Eadajos in 1 8 1 z. 

The Bpot where the altar ODce stood is now 
occupied by the moaumeDt of Henry Cory, Lord 
Humdon, d. I $96, first cousin to Queen Eliza- 
beth, hit mother being Mary Boteyn, eister of 
Queen Anoe Boleyn. Lord Hunsdon was 
Lord Chamberlain to Queen Elizabeth, to whom 
he was also a most faithfiil and demoted friend. 
He was Governor of Berwick, and " suppressed 
the Dorthero cornmodoo " (in 1570) for which 
he receired a letter of thaiiks from Elizabeth 
-with a postscript in her owo writing : " I doubt 
much, my Harry, whether the rictory given me 
more joyed me, (» that you were by God appointed 
the Instrument of my Gloiy." , Hunsdon had 
jtlso a special charge of the Queen's person during 
the alarm of the Spanish Armada. " He was a 
&tt man to his Prince, and firm to his Friends ^od 
Servants. . . . Aa he lived in a roUghling time, 
BO he loved sword and buckler-men, and sach 
as onr fathers were wont to call 'men of their 
hands."' Fuller calls him '.'a valiant man . . . 
very cbolerick, but not malicious." He is said to 
bare died of disappointment at the delay in his 
long expected elevation to the earldom of Wilt- 
shire. "When he lay on his death-bed the 
Qtieea gave him a gracious viat, causing the 
Patent ior the said Earldom to be drawn, his 
.Rpb^s to be made, and both to be laid dowD 
upon his. bed; but this lord (who could dis- 
semble neither well nor sick), ' Madam,' said be, 
'•eoDg jrou counted, me not worthy of, this 
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honour whiiat I was iiviiig, I count myself un- 
worthy of it now I am dying.' " 

The monament,which ie thirty-gix fe«t h:gh(the 
loftiest in the Abbey), waa erected by his aon. 
It is of marble and alabaster, gilc and painted, 
with decorations of Italian design. Tudor roses 
adorn the soffit of the arch, and on the tomb is 
"other flory and fruit-work, very pleasant and 
delightful to behold." The Gary coat of arms 
may be seen in the centre, and on the top a swan, 
the Gary badge. 

In Lord Himsdon's vault is buried Ludj 
Alice faugban, d. i68g, daughter of the Earl irf 
Bridgewater, an inddent in whose youth suggested 
to Milton the idea of "Gomua." 

A small grey Purbeck marble tomb close to 
die wall it supposed to be that of Ht^h and 
Mary de Bohun, d. about 1300, children of 
Humphrey de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, and 
Elizabeth,, fourth daughter of Edward L It is 
said that this tomb was moved from the Con- 
fessor's Chapel by Richard II., to make room 
for the tomb of Anne of Bohemia. 

Tbomat Cory, d, 1648-g, Gentleman of the 
Bedchamber to Charles I., and said to have died 
of grief at the king's fete. The mention of 
Charles I. on this monument is his only memorial 
in Westminster. 

Close by are the ancient aumbties where the 
sacrameDtal plate was kept. 

C»W/ Edward Pepbam, d. 1 65 1 , and Anutt 

his wife. Clarendon . describes him as "a 

prindpal officer of the Parliament in Atii fleota 
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at xa, and of a pasuoDate and vinilcDt temper, 
of the ladepcndent party." Buried in Hetuy 
VII.'i Chapel and disinterred at the Rntontioii. 
Hii friends, howcTcr, were ailowed to take tbe 
body away, and the monumeat was permitted to re- 
main, on condition that the inscription wa« «'a>ed> 

SirTbomat f^augian, d. 1483, private treasarer 
to Edward IV., and chamberlain to Edward V. 
Beheaded at Fontefract by order of Richard III. 
A grey Purheck muble tomb with 3 braw effigy 
of a knight in plate armour, his bands joined in 
pra3rer. The brata is much mutilated, and little 
of the inscription remaina. 

A stone in the floor marks the burial-place of 
Robert DcvtreuK, £arl of Esiex, d. 1646, son 
of Queen Elizabeth's &vourite. After serving 
Oiarles I., he took die popular side in the Long 
Parliament, and in 1642 became General-in- 
Chief of the Parliamentary force*. His body 
was not disintened at the RestoradDn. The 

Snent inicripdnn was placed orer his grave l^ 
can Stanley. 

The ItBp Ci^i and Wax Effi^t 

The next small chapel (westward, on the 
right) was fitted iqt by Abbot Iilip in the 
sixteenth centuryi and is called by hi* name. 
OhMTve on the walls and on the frieze, the 
name and rebus of the abbot — an eye with a 
hand holding a alip or branch, and a man slipping 
from the branch of a tree—" I — slip." Theie 
dengna formerly ^)peared on tbe window alto. 
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The chapel ia tvptmted &om the Ambnlatory 
by a fine ttone acreeiit and i* oow u«ed as a 
robiDg-room for l»shops who are coDtecrated 
in the Abbey. 

AUat ItSp (called after bis birthplace in 
Oxfordihire) died io t J33, and was buried in 
his own chapel " afier a very poropod* manner." 
He was one of the great buildera of the Abbey. 
In hii time Henry VII. 's Chapd wa« buiU, 
the wettero towers were earned up a* iar aa 
the roo^ rooms were added to the "Abbot** 
lodging)," and the gallery in the nave known 
as the "Abbot's Pew" waa erected. Iilip'a 
moDument origiaally stood in tbe centre of the 
chape], and consisted of two slabs of black 
marble, the upper one carried cm In-ast pilasters, 
and forming a kind of canopy. Beneath, upon 
the lower slab, lay an aiabatter fignre of the 
;^>bot in hia robes, or, as some say, "a Skeleton 
in his Shrowd, cunoualy incnipt." The remains 
of the tomb now form a table by the window. ' 

In this chapel, in a nameless grave, lies jimu 
Mowbray, daughter and heiress of the I>nke of 
Norfolk, married in her childhood (1477) to 
Richard Dnke of York, son of Edward IV. 

Against the eastern wall, in the place of one 
of the former altars, is tbe monument of Sir 
Chruti^ber Hatton, d. 1619, nephew and beir of 
the fiunoBS Lord Chancellor of the same name. 

A flight of modern stairs leads up to tbe 
chantry chapel above, where tbe curious wax 
effigies are now preserved — the "Ragged 
Regiment," as they were called. These 
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effigies recall an ancient custom, which dates 
from the fiioeral of Henry V., namely, the 
custom of carrying a represeatatioa of soTereigns 
and other great pereonageB at their funerala. 
Up CO .Henry V.'s time, the embalmed body of 
the BOTereiga wa* borne on the funeral car, with 
the &ce exposed. Royal effigies extated and 
were placed in the Abbey before this date, but 
vrere aj^wently not carried in the funeral pro- 
ceesions. After the buml, the effigy usually 
remuned for some time under the " herse," or 
temporary monument, which was a wood^i 
plaCtbrm draped with black hangings, and other- 
wise adorned according to ^e taste of .the 
period. This "herse," with the effigy, waa 
left in the Abbey for about a month after the 
funeral, and ia the case of sovereigns, for longer. 

The older effigies were not made of wax, but 
of wood, with heads, hands, and feet of plaster. 
Henry V.'s was made of " cuir bouilli," (" boyled 
hides.") Theghattlyremainsof themoreandent 
effigies are wisely withdrawn from view, and 
kept in a closed cupboard. 

In the seventeenth century the figures of 
Edward I. and Eleanor, Edward III. and 
Philippa, Henry V. and Katherine, Henry VII. 
and Elizabeth of York, James I. and Anne of 
Denmark, and Henry, Prince of Wales, could 
still be identified, . Dart (writing in the eigb- 
teenth century) says : " there. are many of tbem, 
but sadly mangled, some with thor races broke, 
others broken in sunder, and most of them 
stripped of their robes, I tuppoce by the late 
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rebels. I observe the aneicoteit have escaped 
best, I suppose by reasoa that their cloatha were 
too old for booty." 

Eleven wax effigies now remain. The oldest 
is that of CharUi II., which long stood beside 
his grave in Henry VII. 's Chapel. He wears 
the blue and red velvet robea of the Garter, 
with collar and ruffles of real point lace. The 
face is do doubt a contemporary portrait, 
modelled at the time of death. 

The effigy of ERx-abtth is a restoration by 
the Chapter in 1760, the original figure bring 
qaite worn out in 1708. She wears the kind 
of dress so familiar to us in her pictures, but 
the face has a weird and profoundly sad ex- 
pression.- 

Next to Elizabeth stands WdTtam III. and 
Mary II., whose figures are placed together in 
one targe case. Mary's tall and stately person 
is robed in purple relvet over a brocaded skKt. 
She wears imitation paste and pearl omjunentt 
and beautiAil lace. William III., much shorter 
than his wife, stands on a footstool, so that the 
differonce of height is not too perceptiblcrf 
These sovereigns have the crown betweenthero, 
and each carries an orb and sceptre. 

Qiucn jiniu is arrayed in brocaded aillc ; she 
wears the crown over her fiowiag hair, and 
carries the orb and sceptre like her sister. 

Close to Queen Anne stands the dilapidated 

figure of General Moni, in armour. The cap he 

woreisimmortaliMdin the f lugoldaby Legends," 

and in Goldsmith's " Citizen of the World." It 
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appean to have been & great feature io the 
" Ragg^ Regiment " show, the chief duty of 
the visitor beiag to "put «unimat in." Monk's 
eifigy stood for maay yean beside his grave in 
the north aisle of Henry VII.'s ChapeL 

The next figure is that of Francej, Ducbtit 
^ Rubmand, " La belle Stuart," " b the very 
robes her Grace wore at the coronation of 
QuecD Aone." Her parrot perches beside her. 
This lady is said to Iiave sat for the fignre of 
Britannia on the coins. She left order* that 
Ikt ciKgy) "as well done in wax as can be," 
should be placed by her grave, *' under crown 
glass and none other " (*>. Heniy VII.'s 
Chapd). 

Next to "La belle Stuart" stand Catbervu, 
DnehtM of BueSingbamihire {v. Henry VIL's 
Chapel) and her little aoa, the Marquis of 
Normanby, who died when a child. The 
Dacbess is dressed in the brocaded robes she 
wore at George II. 's coronation. She "settled 
her own fiineral with the Garter King-at-Arms, 
on her death -bed, and 'feared dying before the 
porag should come home.* 'Why don't they 
lend the canopy fix me to see f Let them send 
it, though all the tassels are not finished.' " 

The glass case in the centre of the chantry 
contains the figure of her last surviving son, 
Edavttd She^ehi, last Daii of Bueiingbanuhire, 
who died at Rome in 1735, aged nineteen. 
(Btuied in Henry VIL'sChapeU) This effigy, 
which formerly lay in the Confessor's Chanel, 
is the last that was cairied at a funeral. The 
■68 
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Dacbew of fiucldughamihire wisbed to borrow 
the great Duke of Marlborough's fuiwrBl car for 
ha bod's remaina, but the haughty Sarah replied : 
"It carried my Lord Marlborough, and Rball 
nerer be pro&aed by any other corpse." ** I 
hare consulted the undeitakcr," retorted the 
Duchess of Bnckinghanwhirc, " and he tella 
me I may hare a finer for twenty pounds." 

The two remaiabg figures, thote of Lord 
Chatham and of Nelson, were erected merely 
as a means of attracting sight-seers. 

The elEgy of Nelson was b &ct set op as a 
coonter-attiBction to his tomb in St Paul's, 
which drew thither tuch crowds of visitors. 
It U said to be copied from a imaller eJGgy, 
for which NclsOD sat. With the exceptioD 
of the coat, the dress was really his own, and 
was worn by him. " There is conviacing proof 
that the hat also belonged to the Admiral, for 
when Macliie painted * The Death of Nekon,' 
he borrowed it to copy, and found the eye- 
patch still attached to die inner liaing, and the 
stamp, alwaya found in old hata of that period, 
in the crown. The makers were obl^ed to 
put it in to show that the ' hat tax ' had been 
paid "—(Deanery Guide). 

Chapek of St John the EtumgeFut, St Mitharl, 
and St Andrev) 

These three Chapels were formerly separate, 

aod WCK divided from each other and from the 

transept by fine wooden screens, having door- 

,6, 
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way8 opening into the porth transept. The 
screens have been matilated and reroored to 
make room for varioua monuments. Abbot 
Eateney erected the screen which divided St 
John's Chapel from the ambulatory, and which 
stood until sbout 1772. . It is said to have been 
"made and adorned with several carvings and 
coats of arms." A fragment, including the 
doorway, remains next die transept, but with 
no traces of the original colour and gilding. 

The screen of St Andrew's Chapel was 
"richly adorned with ' curioua earrings and 
ingravings, and other Imagery work of Birds, 
Fbwers, Cherubims, Bevicea, Mottoes, and 
Coats of Arms of many of the chief nolnlity 
Minted thereon, at the charge and cdst of 
Edmund Kyrton, Abbot of Westminster. " 
This screen has been entirely demolished. 

The Confessor presented to the Abbey the 
booes of St Andrew, and pait of his cross, 
on which he waa said to have been crucified 
in Achaia. 

The "good Queen Maud," wife of Henry 
I., gave relics of the cell and garments of St 
John the Evangelist. 

In the Stuarts' time, the Lower House of 
Convocation sat in this part of the Church, 
while the Upper House «at in Henry VII, 's 
Chapel. 

Si John' I Chapd 

The first tomb on the right as we enter the 
Chapel is that of Sir Franeu Vert, d, 1609, a 
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great soldier in Elizabeth's reign. He coin- 
manded the English forces in the Netherlands, 
aad diadaguished himself specially at the battle 
of Nieuport in 1600. He was "of that ancient 
and of the most noble extract of the Earls of 
Oxford . . . yet he brought more glory to the 
name of Vere, than he took of blood from the 
family. ... To speak much of him were the 
way to leave out somewhat that might add to bis 
praise, and to forget more that would m^e to 
his honour . . . when he died, no man had more 
of the queen's bvonr, and none less envied." — 
(Naunton.) 

Dart speaks of Vere as "a gentleman of 
singular character both for arms and letters." 

The noble monument was erected by his yridow, 
and is said to be copied from that of Count 
Engelbrecht II. of Nassau at Breda. The 
effigy, represented a* wrapped in a cloak or loose 
gown, lies on a slab of black marble, and above 
it is a second slab borne as a canopy by four 
kneeling knights. On this canopy rests Vere's 
armour, an allusion to his having died in his bed, 
and not on iJie lield of battle. The inscription 
has disappeared. The oft-quoted epitaph from 
Pettigrew's collection must do duty for it — 
"When Vere Bought death, ann'd with the sword 
and shield, 
Death wsi afraid to meet hiiu in [he field, 
But when hli weapooi he hal laid aiide. 
Death, like a coWard, imoce him, and he died." 

A well-known story relates how the French 
sculptor Roubiliac, who was superintending ttw 
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erection of the NightiDgale moniimait, wu 
fonad ooe day by G&yfere, the Abbey mawa, 
gKEiBg intently od the figure of oiw of the kneel- 
ing kaights who airport Vcre's canopy. "A» 
Gayfere approached, the enthiuiaitic FTenchmao 
laid bis haod od hit arm, pointed to the figure, and 
Mid in a whitper : ■ Hush, hush i he vil apeak 
presently'" — (Cunningham's Handbook). 

Jtabrey dt yen, d. lyot-j, twentieth and 
lut Earl of Oxford of that name, Lieutenant- 
Geoeral of the forces under William III> and 
Anne, is buried, with his family, in a vault juot 
north of Sir Francis Vere's torab. 

Making the circuit of the walls to the right, 
we find the monuments of — 

Obtain Edvtard Coohe, d. 17991 who cap- 
tured a French frigate in the Bay of Bengal, and 
died of the wounds received in the action. A 
relief by Bacon, juD., a«cted by the East India 
Company. 

Clemtnt Saunders, d. 1695, carver-in-ordinary 
to Charles 11., James II., and William III. 
Buried in the Abbey at his own special denre. 

Sir George Hollti, d, 1616, brother of John, 
Earl of Clare, who erected this monument. 
Holies was Major-General of the forces in the 
Netherlands, and served under bis uncle, Sir 
Francis Vere. 

The statue occupies the site of St John the 
Evangelist's altar, and ig the first in the Abbey 
that standi erect, and the first to be "altogether 
Atrnitured like a Roman hero." Small weeping 
figures of Bellona and Pallas rest on the pedemal, 
17a 
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"with owIb, the embleitu of wgaciiy aad rigil- 
aoce, BtaodiDg by them." The right eye of tbfc 
atatne i> coloured sable, probably io allusion to 
some defect or wound. On the bate is a relief 
mtreseiiting the battle of Nieuport, in which 
Holies disdnguished himself. (NicholaB Stone, 
sculpt.) 

Grace Scot, d. 1645-6, whose father and 
husband were both among Charles I.'s judges. 
Colonel Scott was executed at the Restoration. 
The epitaph runs thus — 



Sir George Pocaek, d. 1 793. 
by John Bacon, with a figure of Britannia 
defiant. 

CloB* to the eotraoce on the left is the monu- 
ment 10 Sir John FrankUn, the Arctic explorer, 
lost with his crew in iiJ47i while engaged on 
the discovery of the North-west Passage. 

Bust by Noble. Epitaph by Tennyson. 

St Miehatrt Chafel 
Cathernu Dormer, Lady St John, d. 1614-1$. 
maid of honour to Queen Elizabeth. A stiff 
Elizabethan effigy, restored in 1 879 to its original 
positioD, whence it had been moved to St Nicholas's 
Chapel to make room for the Nightingale moou- 

Thtmiore PhaSolegiu, d. 1644* who claimed 
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deacent from the last Chriitian emperors of 
Coattantinoplei the Palxoiogi. 

Lady EltKohtth Nigbiiagale,A. 173 1, daughter 
of Earl FenerSr sister of the famouB Countess 
of HuDtiDgdon, and wife of Joseph Gascoigoe 
Nightingale *f Mamhead in Devon. The 
monumeut, "more theatric thao sepulchral," 
was erected by her son in 1761, and is the 
work of Roubiiiac. Death, represented as 3. 
skeleton, emerges as it were from the grare, 
and aim* his dart at the lady. She shrinks 
back into the arms of her husband, who vainly 
tries to ward off the fetal blow. This monu- 
ment is perhaps the most popular in ibe Abbey, 
and was greatly admired at the time of its section. 
Several femous visitors, such as Burke and Wesley, 
allude to it when speaking of a visit here. 

It is said that a robber who had broken iDto 
the Abbey by night was so terrified at seeing 
the figure of Death gleaming in the moonlight, 
that he fled, leaving his crowbar behind him oa 
the pavement. The sculptor himself, while he 
was working at the figure, startled the boy who 
was waiting on him at dinner, by suddenly 
dropping his knife and fork, and darting for- 
ward with an expression of intense fear on his 
face. 

Sarah, Dutheu ofSomeriet, A. 1693, daughter 
of the famous physician. Sir Edward Alston. 
Remembered for her liberality to colleges at 
Oxford and Cambridge, and for her charities 
in Westminiter and Wiltshire. Two weeping 
chari^-bojs are represented on tlie ffiOnument. 
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The tomb stands on the dte of St Michael's 
altar, and behind it are amne of the ^ches of 
the ancient reredos. The altar slab was fonod 
in the floor of the north transept in 1S7I1 aod 
placed here in 1876. 

jidimral Kcmpenfilt, drowned in the Rayal 
George off Spithead in 1782. Hit body was 
washed ashore and buried at Alveretoke, near 
Goaport. — (Bacon, jnn., sculpt) 

A large monument on the western aide of the 
Chapel commeniorateB the £arl a»d Counlm ^ 
Maantralh. — (Joseph Wilton, sculpt.) 

Sf Andriio'i Cha^^ 

The pillar on the left, at the entrance of this 
Ch^>el, has two Purbeck shafts, which, having 
been protected by t screen, have retanied the 
original colour and poli«h they had in the 
thirteenth century, and give some idea of the 
first glories of the building. 

Id the centre of the Chapel is the large 
Corinthian tomb of Htnrj, Lard Narrit, A, 
1 60 1, and his wife, Margaril, daughter of 
Lord Williams of Thame, and heiress of Rycote 
in Oxfordehire. Lord Norris was the Maof 
that Sir Henry Norris who pedshed- on the 
scaffold with Anne Boleyn, protesting her 
iooocence. Lady Norris's father had been 
" keqwr of Queen Elizabeth whilest in restraint 
under her sister, and civil unto her in those 
dangerous dayea. . . . Thug Queen Elizabeth 
beheld tbem both, not onely witli ^dous hot 
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erateiiil eye»." Elizabeth ated to call Lady 
Noma "my own crow," dther from her dark 
complexioo, or, more probably, from the Norri* 
cre«t, 3 raTcn. She created Henry Norris a 
Baron, and lent him aa ambassador to France. 

The monnment, erected to the Norrises by 
their kindred, aa a tribute to " their noble acts, 
true vatour, and high worth," it of coloured 
marbles, with efiigies and figure* of alabaster. 
The lofty canopy ia borne on colnnrng ; beneath 
it lie the effigiea of Lord and Lady NorriB, and 
round the tomb kneeJ their six bods, William, 
John, Thomas, Henry, Maiumilian, and Edward, 
" a brood of martial- ■pirited meo, aa the Nether- 
lands, Portugal, Little Bretagne, and Ireland can 
testify." " The Notrises were all 'Martis pulli,' 
men of the aword," saye Fuller, "and nerer out 
of military employment." Four of them died in 
battle. John died of ditappoictnent at losing 
the Lord- Lieutenancy of Ireland, and Queen 
Eliz^Kth, who had harshly pasaed him orer, 
tried to repair her neglect by writing one oi her 
stately letters to console Lady Norria for her 
ton's death. " Now, though nothing more con- 
solatory and pathetical could be written from a 
Prince, yet his death went so near to the heart 
of the Lord, his ancient Father, that he dyed 
soon after/' 

The sons are represented in plate-armour, 
with trunk-breeches. They wear no helmets. 
They kneel with their hands joined in prayer. 
Edward, the one surviror or his father and 
bfothen, is in a different attitude, and looks 
i;6 
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btqwfiil^ n^waitL Thft. %des .nra . prdnBIy 
'poniaitA,!' ..I ■ ' .■■ ,. L ■ 

A^aimt. tbe wdl^nklK to tbe Noma tomb, 
u SD odd iittle taUet to Mri Ame KirlMt, d. 
1603. Teari drop:. all ovei the tablet &oin an 
ije above. (The eyejiwlfia aow dciactd.) 

Oa the Bonh of .thc^Nanis tomb, be^Buog 
from the rigbt, we find the iDoMmeou of-T- 

J^n KtiiJbU,A. i8s3,cheaijtoc. HepreMnted 
M Cato ID a stttue dsngoed by FUxman. ' 
■ ' Dr Tmiagi, A. 18:19,' dbbngniibed > iut .hit 
(tudiet m Egyptian ketoglyphiu. Epitaph by 
Hudaon GuToey. McdallioD by Cbantr^. 

Sir JanUt Toutq SmfioHr <!• 187O1 v'ho 
iatrodaced the' ase of' cbloro£>nn-' -Biirifid at 
Edinburgh.— (Srodie, sculpt.) . . 

Sarah Siddav,-^. I S.J 1 , the gicat ActrcMJ A 
(tatue by Chantrey, erected clw^ at the expense 
of Macready. The figure ia aiticT Reyuqldi'i 
picture of Mrs Siddooo aa the Tragic Muse. 

Sir Humphry jOayy, d. 1 829, famoua for hig 
diKOTeries in chemistry, aod for his invention of 
the safecy-lamp for use in mines which bears his 
name. Buried at Geneva. 

Dr Mattheva Btulfte, d. 1S13, the eminent 
uiatomist, physician to George III., and brother 
of Joanna Baiilie, the poetess. A bust by 
Chantrey. 

Thamat Telford, d. 1834, ennneer of the 
Menai Bridge, and tbe Caledonian Canal. Buried 
in the nave near Stephenson. A huge monument, 
with I statue by E. H. Baily. 

On the floor, close to Lord Norris's tomb, 
M 177 
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u a itODe to tbe memory of EAaumd JCyrion, 
d. 1 4661 Abbot of WesuniDiter from 1440 to 
. 1462. Before ha election at abbot, Kyrtoo 
-was prior of Oloucetter Hall, Dow- Worceiter 
College, Oxford, whicb wa« at that time a. college 
f(^ Benedictiiw acbolara. " He Was eewemed a 
"^ood diriae, and is laid to have pnached before 
Pope Martin V. with approbadoii." 

' His '^' plain grey marble tomb^" originally 
railed from the floori formed part of the acreen 
of 6t ADdrew*! Chapel, which gcTBCD the abbot 
faad decorated. The tomb had a brass resembling 
Abbot EiteBey'a. Crowned eagle* sapportcd 
' the feet, and on label* at the sides' were the 
words ^ " Jhu, mercy on'ihem." 

Other moDumeEitsiodiiachapel commemorate — 

Rear-Admiral Totty, d. 1702. 

Earl and Countets of Kerry, d. 1799, and 
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" CHAPTER IX 

, THE NOKTH TftAHSEPT 

Stalctmetii jI'uU , . 

" Give.thT aemnl therefore iq undemanding tieart 
to judge thy people, that 1 may discern between good 
and evil; for *hdi8 ible'to jadge tht» thy great 
people? " 

THE Great North I>oor and ".Solomoitf'* 
Porch " have already been alluded to in 
an earlier chapter. Eoterkig the Abber'by this 
door, we *od durselv^s in the North Traogept, 
which, lince Lord' Chatham's burial' there, ha« 
bectMne- " Statemlen's Aisle,'' akhough,' among 
the moBtHnentato statetnen, there aw sereVal 
ctimihe mora ting great soldiers' and sailors. <> 

It has been well said that nowheife ia the 

Abb^ is the decline in artistic taste more ve> 

markabte'thui in thn traiweflt, where the' B}»ce 
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betweeo the arcbei ia blacked by " buge inomi- 
meats grMninguoder p^ao Rculptorcc of ofFenaTc 
normity." Tbe cause c^ these moDunieDts, 
among others, is, howeTcr, eloquently pleaded by 
Dean Stanley, who, while admitting that "the 
iDCODgniity of tbeir coostniction, the caprice of 
tbeir erection, the false taste or false feeling of 
their inscriptions and their sculptures have provoked 
the attacks of each succeeding generatioD," yet 
points out that an interest attaches even to the 
worst and humblest of them " as a record of the 
vicissitudes of an,"— -adding that " we thus dis- 
cern the evanescent phases of the judgments of 
taste, which ought to make the artists and critics of 
each successive age, if not sceptical, at least modest, 
as to the immortality of their own repatations." 
It is with this part of the church that the 
rebuilding of 1 245 is usually supposed to have 

/beguil,' in order that the choir, in which the 
services were held, .might be left as long as 
possible undisturbed. 

Among tbe monuments in the central aisle of the 

„ 'frM#e))t^wa s«^ on the right as we ^ater, thoae of — 
.^IfHHm' Pm, Earl <if CbtHbam, A. 1778, 

, the ^i««c statfflman* wb<»e f^ta^. seizure 1 in the 

.Hoftsti of Lords after hit imf assigned H>e«ch 
against the sevniaoce of }he AJneric^n colonies 
is#till.^remen^i¥dby all.'. If^or^ Chathafn was 

I tempcntjlyj b«ri?d.(«tj:Hasee.;'m J^oi^ until 
ParUampot decided oa thiw j fitting restiog-olace 
•^awrlarthedupt-tff iking".'' Speaking of this 
nooiuaent^ Jyf^niWlUy i)»y«: "High over chose 
WfieraMe' graves <t»w<ii«! the: stfftc^KrlPWliDWpt of 
' (180 
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Chatham, and fhim aboTc, tiia 'effigy, graVra fay 
a cUmiDg hind, KctAi ftiU, iritfi eaglt &ce and 
outatreiched aim, to bid 'England be of ^ood' 
chrier, and to hnrl defiance at Ker foea;^" The 
gwerafion which ^ared thai memorial of him 
hu disappesred. And hinory, while, fbr thfc 
warning of vehement, high-, and' daring nitares, 
eh« tiotei hiitmBn^errora, wiM yet deliberately' 
pronounce thit, among the iHiuneiit men Whb*e ' 
bones lie near hi«, icarcety one has left a mOre 
stainJcBB, and Done a more tplendld' name." 
John Bacon, the icu^tor, alto wrote the 'ih- 
Bcrlption. George HI., although apprortog it, 
added, *'Now Bacon, 'mind you don't torn 
audiof, but stick tO' your chtBcl.''' ' 

AstotieattheheadofihegraTeofCHarteBJame* ' 
Fox m^rks the rcmng-^ace W Mlfhry GratfAn,' 
d: tSii^ the elo^tint defender dfihe ti^ti'ttf' 
Ipehnd. He had firat wiabed to' be bilried id ' 
hie HatiTe cotintr'y, but at ktt Consented' to be'" 
laid in the Abbey. ■-'■ '>■-■••■■■■■ -■■' 

Htnry John 'Temple, Fixevmif PiJUitrttoA; d. 
1865. Twice Prime :Miirfater. A afiitne by ' 
JackBon, erected- by Pafliairien't iM a poUlc - 
tribute to hii menory. ■••''■-. 

"The Three Captains,*' mSidm Ba^iU',' 
WifSam Blair, and LorJ R^erl Mmneri, m/ho 
fell'iBi78i, in Admiral'Rodney's VteWriooten-' 
gagsmeKM- with the French'iit- the West Indin. 
The ugly, coloMal'iDominfeflt iihy Ntillefcetia; 
and was erected by the King and"PaTliament.! ' 

Raitrt, fhemi>lta»ierea^,ae<:oedMiit{mof' 
Londonderry, wh0d»KibirMadWhiMdliti iBs'-^ 
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The AmenJ was the occasion of a f^rfk)! riot, 
no donbt caused by QutleKagh'a unpopularity 
both m EDgland and Irelacid. " Throngh the 
Tagiog mob, and amidit shrieks and cxecradona, 
tbp mouroen liter^; fonglit their way into the 
cbuich ; and it waif noF till the procession had 
effected its eiUTaoce, and the dpors were closed, 
that a stiUoegt succeeded ^ithiQ the building) 
the more affecting and solemn from the tumult 
which preceded it." 

A statue b; , Thomas. ' 

WUliam Murrey, Earl if Manifield, d. 1 793, 
Lord Cbifd* Justice (i756)-r-*' a character above 
all .praise— the oracle of law, the itandard of 
eloquence, and the patten, of all virtue, both in 
public and private life.". Macaulay says that, 
" In the bouw of P«ei^ Chatham's utmost 
T^hempnce aDd,.patbo«.piioduced less effect d>an 
the moderation, the reaaonahl^npssi the. luminoua 
order> and the serene dignity, which, cbaractsnzcd 
the speeches of Lord Mans^eld." 

'The ,statuc y^* Aengie^ by ^laxman from a 
Portrait by Sir J<}shaa Rfynolds. The inscn^ 
tion states tl^t Lord Mansfield; ia buried here 
"from' the lore which he bqf* to the place.of 
tus early education." . , - 1 , : ' 
,.^ir IfWam^oile/t, d. 1 84S,!attoFwy-g«i«r»l.. 
He .and Lord .Mansfieihd , " are the, sole- repre- 
sentatires in/the Ajbbey of thn [Bodaok l*gal 
profeuiqn." — (Behioieh iKuJpL) 
' Opposite to these is the statue of. Sir Raberl 
°«f/, d, j8jo,. during whlDsc; laft adnunistnttifin 
'^4'^J:t'»eConi Lawa .were rtppdfld..,. The 
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statue isr by Gibaooi and retitMeiita .(be great 
naieeman in a Roataa togs. 

Along the caMerD ade of the aitle are the . 
isoaumentt of — 

jlJimrai: Sir Pettr IVarren, d. 1752.^ He 
dtwiiigiiuhed iiimfelf id action with two Eicnch. 
squadrons in the Channel, and was created a. 
Knight of the Bath in recognition of his ierTtcet. 

Tbemanumencis by Roubiliac, and representi' 
Hercutea placing the butt of the decoued upon a 
pedenal, while Navigation prepares to crown it 
with laiuxl. The face is actually portrayed ai 
marked \ritb small-poll: 1 

Bt^dma Ditmeti', Marl of Beacatufoid, A. 
1881. Twicei Prime Minister, Buried at- 
HugbCDden. Statue by Boebm. I : . I 

N«ar Lord BeacooB6e]d*s uatne is the grare oi 
his gieat fioUucal rival ff^illiian- Evtari Gladtione, 
A. 1898. He wag four times Prime Minigtcr. 
His buriai was the Urst state funeral in thei Abbey 
since that of Pitt. la Jane 1900, Mrs 6Iad< 
stone was interred in the same grave< with het 
hnaband. 

Sir iJek* Makolm, d. 1833, ooe o£ the, first:; 
founders of our Indian en^re. StatiKihy<' 
Chantrey.'i ■ ' 

fVil&am Caven£ih, first Duke of Ncwcattle, 
d. ^1676, and hit second wife, Margaret ■Xjuemt, 
d. 1673. He was called the " Loyall D\dE^ of 
Newcastle" 6a account of bis 'adherehce to. 
Charles I., in whose cause be. loat ;£94Lit308. 
ClarendcH) sayt of him that he waa " a rerj fine 
gentleman, active and fiill of courage ; apd moat ' 
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a<tcwDplulMd in 't(HKe' 'Bitt of hommau^ip, 
daacingi and f»ciD{ whJclr aocompaoy a good 
brndiag. He Ibred moiatdty, as it m» the 
foundatioD and rapport of hii own' grtat n ew ; 
aod th«. Chore)), w it wat wril conatitnted for 
the fplebdour aad accurity of the Crown ; and 
religioD, aa ' i^': cherished aod' maJDnioed that 
order aiul QbediencetbHtwaitiecewary to both." 
The Duke. was a geoeroDi patron of literary 
nRaV'^d.-hiraieif aa author, hanng writtea 
sdreral volumes on faaHemaadnp. ti* waa 
exiled dntiiig[ the CommoDwealth, and lived for 
a time id great poveny, but recurtied at ihe 
ReetQradon. . He dengoed hii tomb, ahd- wrote 
hia wi^* ejntaph, detcribiog 'her ai " Sitter of 
Lord Lucas of Colckeacer — a neble Amijy, for 
all tfae.lfl\>tfaen were valiant, and all tki Htcera 
TirtuodK"' The Sochcsa was a moK ttt^imiKOua 
writeiv and Wal^k" calls her **a fertile pedant, 
WTth an unbounded' pawion fet tcribbliBg." 
Ker ajtendiiiit iadiet had to be ready at any 
hour, day' or '■^t, "to ildce down her Grace's 
conceptions." The eiEgy represent* her with 
aOT'OpM)' book,' a. pen oase^ and inkhoRi, in 
athxioB to 'her fnourite ocoipation. 

Next to this large tomb stands an intcrestiBg ' 
g[oup of itotues — ' ' ' 

Muvtford Caamng, f^iieouO Stratford Je Rrd- 
f^id-'tSSo, for fifty years Enghih ambatiaidbr 
in the Caat. The epiuph ii by TeDnyBoA— 
( Statue' by Boehm.) ' i . 

Charitif EiD'l CantuHg, d. 1863, Viceroy of 
India. — (Statoeby Foler.) ■ ■ ■ '• 
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Oeargv Gan'mng, d. >i827, ttancsmaD and 
ontor. He filled teveral impoitant officei io^ 
die state, and finally becasM Friow Miatner.' 
Hb Btatnc^ hj OiuiUey, Mands dwe to that : 
of biaaon, Gairi Canniagj They faolh'tle in the- 
sane vanh, eaatof Pitd ' ■- ■>■ '■- 

Jahn HoUa,.Eari of Claris d. 17HJ areaied'; 
Duke of Newcanlv ob' hii' marriage with the'- 
grand-daughur bf. .die '^' L«yali -Duke," who 
Teats iiearihini. He filled teVeesl pidilic ofBce»~ 
during the reign of Queen Aimei and waa 
re^uded as *'the Reheat si^ject that> had been 
in ifae kingdom for some ag«a.V < Heia buried' 
in St- Jbhn'x' Chapel,' where' ius mniineH, Sir 
Fiaacia Vete and Sb Oeor^ I%}Ile« aitiv'feat^ ' 
The moDumeDt was deai^Ded^ \rfttMAii the 
Btatue u'Gr^<fiiTd* -"'■'! -^ ■* ■ '. i»'' '. 

On tlie' right! " 06 the iionii door ia the < 
iDcrfument of jfdf^al .F'arnoBi'B. 'i^$7, EMMQtr' 
for his capture of Portobello (in 1739) wtlh ' 
only MX ahlpt. Sixyfeara-Iuefhc n>a^ dsmiiiM 
frbrntheacmceifor expotrag the^dM^' ofthfl'' 
nary in Parliament.'-^ (Ry^'brackr'tiul pa) :~-'i- 
-Oar the Idft 9P the djooris^che maamnenl^'of 
Admiral &r Gbarlet Wdgtr, d^ iy^j.-^fScbee-' 
niUun, Wnlfit;)." ,-■-.■< ■A-..-, 

Weittrn Jiale <^ the ,lfohii Tfanief^ " ''.. 

Making ths'oiiiciitt td ithe'iigh^' wfr aee thdl 
nxwumenta of — , i!>, ■•■•.'■■ ■■■" 

George .Ggnhn,. famh Eari'i^ Jiittidet»f< d: • 
ii6t». PoaM Mioiateh ' A bMat^Neblo,. 
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Mrt Wama, d. 1816, widow of John 
Warien, Bishop oC Bangor, whose monumcat 
«aad« aguntt the oppoaite wall. The moau- 
menti of Bishop Warren and hiB wife are both 
bf Sir Richud Wennucott. Mn Waneo's 
many charitiea are typified by the beautiful figme 
of the beggar-girl holding a baby, cOoiidercd to 
be one of Weitmacott'i beK works. 

Sir George Conumall Lnaii, d. 1863, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer aod Secretary of State. 
A butt by Weekes. 

Getieral Sir Eyre Ceatr, d. 1763, who expelled 
Che French fi^m the Coromaiidel coasts, and 
deieated Hydbr Ali in the. Carnati& ' A huge 
monument by Thomas Banks, erected by the 
Eaat India Company. 

Francis Homer, d. 1 8 1 7, " ibunder «f 
our' modern -economical and financial policy." 
Epitaph by -Sir Henry Gnglefietd. Statne by 
Chantrer. 

Cbariei Bailer, d. 1848, "the genial advocate 
of our cokaial bteiests." Epitaph by Lord 
Hoaghtoo. Boat by Weekes. 

Br^m£er-Geaendffope,d. 1789. Lteutenant- 
CrOTCtnor of.Quebec.-r-(Bacoiir sculpt.) 

Warren Hiutings, d. 1816, GoTen«)r-GencTal 
of B^g^- Educated at Westminater School, 
where oe was the contemporary of the poet 
Cowper. He is buried at his aocestral home at 
Dayles&riJ^althongh, in Macaulay's well-known 
words, ■< wit6 all bis feolts, and they were neither 
few nor small,'' only one cemetery was worthy to 
ccHitain lu« rerfiaiiw. In that Temtrfe of rilence 
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and recoociliatioa where tte esmkiei of tveoty 
gennatioiM lie buried, .ia the great Abbey whieh , 
haa during sianr agei alFoided a quiet lestiilg"-. 
place to thoce whow raindt and bodie« have beetf 
ahattered by the contendoM of. the gtlsat Hal), 
the du«t of -tbe.illwtrioita accused ahould haTO' 
mit^led withihe dvaCof the iUustrioua aacuteft."' 
The moaumcDt is by Bacon, jun. . . , 

Joruu Heavajy d. 1786, phiUnthtofiikt and 
traveller, "the friend and fether of the poor," 
fonoderof the MaiiOftSocieiyior poor boya.traio-' 
ing for the aea, and of the Magdalen Hoapital^ 

Haowayiwrote aa ute/estiog accoubt-of lome 
travels in the East, and afto'warda.^l^hed » 
dull jouiaal of ao Eogliab tour, which caused 
Dr JohnMn to remaric that,'" Jonas acquired- 
some reputation by travelling abrovjn hui-. uwt it: 
all by. twelliitg at home." . v 

*' Hanwayj^'. i^ys PeUtr Cunmnghaq^ " wai the 
firat man who veatured to walk the atjeets oC. 
London with an umbieUa pver hie hflad, , AfteEj 
carrying out jiear thirty ^eara, he aaw< them cortie 
into general uib." Monument by J. ?.'. ud J-." 
Moore. 

^hard Coiiim, d, i86$,djni»giii«htd.^y hia 
successful eiForta for the repeal of MlieCctfn:LaWs, ' 
and: for, his equally succes^ul .cfaam^ioofhi)) gf . 
free-trade. Buried at West Laritgttto.. : A bast.' 
by Wooloer. 

Ueul.-Gentral Sir, Her&ert £tkoarJet, d., 

186S,. irtio distmguished himMlf greatlyiiin the: 

Punjab in 1848; and . aubseqvevtly 4viriqg the 

Indian Mutiny in 1857. . A,bHut(b^iThe«d<'' < 

187. 
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Oiorge Montagm Dmai, £arl' ^ /fst^OM, d. 
ifjJ, after whom Halifax, the ca]ntal ifHon 
Scoticg is iflaitied. He wnt first Lord of the 
Admiiah^, Secretary of State, and Lord Lien- 
teanit of irelsod. He "contribated so ^avffij 
to the commerce and splendoar of America at to 
be Mjried 'Father of the Coloain.*" — {Bacon, 
«ulpt.) - . 

SSr Henry Afahu, d..iS9S. HedalUoD bj 
Boehn, 

'A'hideoua moDnment, which diifigurea the 
beaudfid arCade above the doorway, eommmio- 
rates Fiee-jidmral Cbarlii Wattai, d.1757, who 
rAciied tbe priMnera from the Bbck Hole «f C^ 
cwta, attd helped CU«e to reduce Chandcmagorc, 
the W French itrongheld in the Pcaratula. 
The moiwmnW fa the work of Scheemakera,' 
and was erected by the Eait India Corapai^. 

Sir /ffffidm Stuiicrxcil, d. 1 676, thft hiitoriati of 
Mary Qaeea of Scots, Jartiea I., and ChaiJea I.,' 
and Gentleman of the' Bedchamber to Charles I. ' 

Ib the sanbe grave rests Dame Bridget, hb 
wife, "Mother ofthe mdda ofhonoiir ta the 
Queen-mother and to her that now is." 

Litm.'Geneml Gvatt, d. 1747, who defended 
Edinburgh against ^e rebels in 1745- He is 
buried in the eaet cloister. Mimumcnt «ad' 
butt by R. Taylor. 

Adnaral Sir Jain Btdchen, d. '744, Cote- 
mandar-in^Chief of the amted English and 
Datch fleets. He was hwt with his shij], the 
^%fery» dnring a vialeni; ttrnvn to die Channel. 
— (Scheemaktvs, Kulpt.) 
i» 
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LordAtAriy Btimtliri, d. HJ^O, killed in a 
naval engagemcBt vaia Admiral VenioQ, dff 
Canagma. Tbe epiuph ii tui to be by 
TImbmob, tbe poeu — (Scbeeoukerl, KKlp*.) 

Lieui.-Gentrai Ptrty Kirt,A. 174O-1, wnof 
tbat Conunaoder Kkk whose crvelty ts the 
portimiq of the Duke of M<»roiHKh cHRd tke 
people to nickoanie hit wldiere " Kirki'i Lan^bi>" 
• A mcmumeqt by ScbeemtkOT. 

Sir RMbarti Kane, d. 1736, di*U«gui^wd in 
tbe wan of William III. and Anoe. He dc- 
' folded Gibnltai for Goorge I., and w>* made 
gorenior ^Miowca by Q^t^ U* u a nwaid 
for hit wrricet. Ikuied io Mut9r«a. — (Ryibnck, 
•culpi) 

Samml Bra^d, d. 1731. Tha. of Wca- 
miBfter ud fiiibop of Roobeffer. He wu 
BfqxMntBd to mmeed Att»biiry while the latter 
. was «till imjwiaoiied in the Tower. He.Ww the 
.fitwDean^ dwOoder of (be Batb.-T-(QMtre, 
•odpt.) 

HMgh BoitUtr, d. 1741, 'Biabop of Brinol, 
"uwlated to tbe Ani^faiahopric of Antfagbi 
1733, wd .tbence to heaven."' — (Chcere, 
acolpt.) , . 

TixNtaih AuUofthtChmr 

We now torn to tbe right, .and enter the 
Dptth .^«le, of the choir, frequently f^^ed the 
"Miwicians' AiJe," n^ce the burial here of 
Pif cell and Blow. 

. lAipoqg the moniiraeDtB (on tbe south. wall) 
are tho(e<^ — 

189 
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^ir7Tlri>mdtf!ovtliSMiitoa, d. 184C, r«nem> 
bered fiDT'tbe pan he played in the abolition ot 
the 8la*t-tndc, as also for his cfTortt on behsif 
oiintfm*od pritocMJiicipliDri and the 8U|)fiTesuoo 
of nittae-iB Ibdia. A ABtoe by -Thntpp. 

WilSam EJward Fonttr, d. 1886, ttateunan. 
Chief Secretary for Irelasd. A medallion por- 
mh by Pinker. 

Sir Tbimiu Htiim', d. i60j, an eminent 
"lawyer in Blizabeth's- rejgn. "A man as of 
deep acquaintance with tiie Law, so of aingoUr 
mM^rityof Life." A^e raOnonKnt witit the 
figure «f 'iageutleihan lying at full length in a 
-tuAed^OFni-'nitdef a canopy, coloured and gilt. 
The monument waa erected by the widow, Jnliana, 
Lady Hetkeft) whUe fignre, Jcneeling ata desk, 
>wba formerly repivaeotedonthebaae^ the tomb. 

H^ CimMfitH, d. 1718, an eminent 
phy^iaaJ The monummc, ncecmed by Schee- 
m^ertf and Delvaux, waa erected by Edmund 
SheiEeld, last Dnke of BucUnghamahire. The 
epitajlh la .by - Attefbury,- whom Cbamberien 
- vinted dnring hit imprisonment in the Tower. 

Sir Stathfird Ri^t, d. 1826, liieutenant- 
GoTernor of Java, which island was ruled by 
England for five years (r8ii-T8i6). Sir 
Stamford Raffles founded the colony and city 
of Singapore, and "to him England owes the 
eitablUhment of. 'British influence in the Malby 
Archipelago, th^ extinct MUce the mirmder of 
Java.'*— (W. Frcwen Lord, "The Lost 
PoaseBsions of England.") After hia rettmt to 
tbia country, Sir Stamford Raffles * eatalSlisbed 
190 
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the'Zoological Society of Leuidoii, of it^ncbhe 
becaide tfae first Piwndeot; Statoe bjrCbuitrey. 

jilnia-iau Je Gmircy,Li>rd Kiiuale,a. 1719-zo, 
wbo cammaoded a troop of hane-.uadei'JaBKS 
II. Since the reign of King John, Lord 
Kiniale'a family had enjoyed the " extraordinary 
privilege " of rentaiaiog covered in tbe pToaeoce 
of Royalty, and it is' aakl that Kiasale once 
auerted his right,' aod wore bit hot iii the 
preaence of William III., probably to eropbaaize 
bi$ JacoUte oonfictioiu. 

ir>pitm Wmttfortt, d. 1833, tbe philsD- 
tfaropist, " Whose name will ever be specify 
identified with those exertions,^ which, \ij the 
blesnng of G«d, removed irom England the 
guilt of' thie AAic»i slave-trade." He was 
buried in the north transept at the requisitioD 
of Lord Brougham, and was carried to bis grave 
'" by tbe PeNs and Commona of England, -with 
the Lord Chancellor and Speaker at thdr head." 
A statue by Joseph, not inaptly described by 
Cunniaghani as " rather more in the spirit of 
caricature than of Bculptnre." 

Sir Thomai Dtifpa, i. 1694^ who served 
Charles II. Triiea Prince of Wales, and was 
made Usber of tfae Black Rod aftCT the Restora- 
tioD. He was probably related to Bishop Cuppa, 
tiitor to Charles H, {m The North Ambulatory). 
■ LardJiAn Tbynntt d. 1880, Canon of We»- 
minster &r ^hfytaft, during forty-MX of which 
he was JSiib-Deao. A recumbent figure by 
Armstead. ! 

AboTC this moDunwM hang a bronze medalHbn 
J91 
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.cogmfemorating Chdrki Diu^m iy. the SIbtc), 
« lablat' tn memoiy sf Jamei PnsetM •JaaU, a. 
. tBSgi.'aad^ nwdaJKoc oi Jain Coath\dJtiau, d. 
■ ■tB^i, llwiflitnitonier who diicoMml ihe phnet 
I.MejjtiBMi.'', i. II 1 .1 . ■ :i 

A WaU'iin the fleoi mack* dio ^vfe of Dr 
Mttii, cL' tl8|9ir Bbhop iof: OlouceMer.aqd 

Agaiut tbei Dotttvwadljare.the mcanmCoU of— 

&r.Gnrg»:Litmtarif-SiiiMnlaUiA. 1801, adia- 

tiDguiihed diplomatiBt, one uf the fiwndcri of 

..Mir 'ilndUn >empire,' hanag^.becta ainoiig the 
CdmiBiBMidDeu .wli0-cQDcloded the' treU7 widi 

.Tipwq Sahib in i!7a^-^(Chaoirej^ aodpt.) 
7<n0fe WetifA. 'i?53t ViflfhAdtnird of tftc 

...White, i(M-ithlaw. ,'01 AdmB&l fiilcheoi aod 
tamDuiibrifais, Tictoriea OBcrthe Freodh. A 

,tHWM«lBbte. ■, ■ !■■ . 

Jiieitirdl^ -Wew^A dittinf^hed i^bral officer, 
Icillod lia.iaa iw^sgenrant with the Dutch in 
i673i ■■ ■• ■ ■-■■■: ■ ■ 

, Dr. Ptttr, fliy&ai di l66zt Canon and Sub- 
Deaoof WcEtmintAifN^utliorofiveTeni tkeological, 
Mliticalt'aad'hiAoriAl wor^ and of>a raloable 
"e of L,auii, 'frhoae ifihaplaia be wbj. Heylin 
WM a;detdnBiasd' adVersafy of Deaa . Williuiis, 

,;tm^4<ira% WilllHM'a impntonment ho became 

. the .chief aiilthOaty'. m thoi .ifUibey. He waa de- 
prived' of Uf )peat durfag<>the Ceniinaawealth, 
:and was flbliged to he.in.hidiogi but retutned at 

.the RettoNtioO' He4fi buried lunder the Sttb- 
Deao's itall, in accordance with a di4am he Jiad 

-Um flight bcfetw be ml *«Md with his iMt itbesa, 
'99* 
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ID which drejun he saw "bit late Majesty " 
(Charles I.), who aaid to him "Peter, I will 
hare you buried nader your seat in church, fix 
you are rarely seen bat there or at your ttudy." 

Charlei Agar, Earl of NonnantoQ aud Arch- 
bishop of Doblia, d. 1809. — (Bacon, sculpt.) 

The monunteata to mundaQs in this aisle are 
as follows : — On the south wall — 

Jl^^/ WHSam Balfi, A. 1870, the weU- 
known composer. A metlallion by Mallem|>re. 

Dr Samuel Arnold, d. 1801, organist of the 
Chapel Royal, aod afterwards of the Abb^, 
where he succeeded Dr Cooke in 1793- He 
was sub-directot of the great Handel Com- 
memOTatioD in the Abbey in 1784. Buried in 
this aisle. (Aublet.) 

Henry PurceU, d. 1 69 J, the greatest of English 
composers, organist of the Abbey from 1680 
until his death, which took place " nearly at the 
same early age which was fatal to Mozart, 
Schubert, and Mendelssohn." He was buried 
here with great solemnity, and at his (iiner^ was 
sang the anthem he bad shortly before composed 
for the funeral of Queen Mary. 

A stone in the pavement marks his grare, 
and above is a tablet erected by his patroness. 
Lady Elizabeth Howard, wife of Dryden. The 
epitaph is ascribed to Dryden, and runs as 
follows : " H«'e lyes Henry Purcell, Esq., 
who left this life, and is gone to that blessed ^ace, 
where only his Harmony con be exceeded. 

On the OOTth wall — 

Dr John Blow, d. 1708, or^nist of thf 
K 19s 
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Chapel Royal, compoter in ordinary to Juaet 
II., and organiit of the Abbey. He reugned 
his poet as Abbey organiat in &Tour of hie pupil 
Purcell, and renuned it after Purcell'e death. 
The story is told by Blow, that "challenged 
by Janwa II. to make an anthem as good as 
that of one of the king's Italian compoeers. 
Blow by the next Sunday produced ' I t>eheld, 
and lo a great multitude ! ' The king sent the 
Jeeuit, Father Petre, to ac<]uaiDt him that he 
was well pleased with it; 'but,' added Petre, 
* I myself think it too long.' ' That,' replied 
Bl()w, *is tbe opinion of but one fool, and I 
heed it not.' " Beneath the tablet is carved a 
canon in four parts composed by Dr Blow. 

Dr Charla Surney, d. 1814, auttuH' of the 
wdl-known " History of Music," and organist 
of Chelsea College. He was an intimate friend 
of Dr Johnson. The epitaph is written by his 
daughter, Fanny Bumey (Madame D'Arblay), 
the authoress of" Erelina." 

Dr William Croft, d. 1727, wganist and 
composer of the Chapel Royal, and organist of 
Westminster Abbey after Blow's death. He is 
chiefly remembered for his fine church music. 
The inscription tells us that "he emigrated to 
the Heavenly Choir with that concert of Angels 
for which he was better fitted, adding his 
HaUelujah." 

A gravestone near the monument of Wilber- 
fbrce marks the resting-place of Sir WilUam 
StemJale Betuuti, d, 1875, the celebrated com- 
poser, Pioiessoc of music at Cambridge, 1856. 
»9+ 
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An intereating feature in the Choir iiiates, all 
too little noted by the ordioary Tisitor, ia the 
row of shields which adorn the spandrels of the 
wall-arcade, and which are cocTal with the 
building of Heary III. These armorial bear- 
ings are those of various contemporary aoTereigos, 
and great nobles. Among the shields may be 
noted (be^nning from the east) the "eagle 
displayed " of the famous Emptror FreJerici . 
II. of Germany, brother-in-law of Henry III,, 
remembered for his struggle with the Papacy, 
for his wide and liberal culture, and for his 
so-called heresy. 

Next to thia is a shield bearing the golden 
lilies of St Low of France (Louis IX.), who 
married the elder sister of Henry Ill.'a wife. 

Further on, we find the arms— gules, a lion 
rampant, double-tailed, argent — of the celebrated 
S'tmon de Moniforl, Earl of Lticetltr, the 
champion of constitutional rights, who, in 1165, 
summoned the first " House of Commons," as it 
was afterwards called. 

Further west again, are the arms of WilBam 
dt Fortihu, Earl of Alhemarlt, fether of Aveline, 
Countess of Lancaster, whose beautifiil tomb 
stands in the " Sacrarium." The shield bears 
a cross patonce, lair. 
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CHAPTER X 
poets' cosnu 

"Bmpiru dissolve attd peoplea disappear : 
Song paatea not iwn. 
Captain! and coaquerara Leave & little diuc, 
And kingg a dubious legend of their reign ; 
The aworda of Cxiaia, they are leaa than nial; 
The poet dolh remain." 

OERHAPS the moat picturetque approach to 
' tbe Abbey, if the least grand, is by the South 
Traniept cDtrance, generally Icaown as " Pocte' 
Corner Door," which is oppoaite the Houses of 
Parliament and Wesuninster Hall. 

The door is in itself inaigniRcanc, compared 
to the splendid southern portals seen in many 
great cathedrals, but the surroundings have a 
special charm of their own, as the eotrance is 

.96 
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POETS' CORNER 

omihadowed by Henry VII,'* Chapel on one 
side, and by the Chapter-houK, with its fine 
flying buttreBaea, on the other. 

Thoie who study Poett' Comer will hardly 
^ to be (truck with the truth of Additon'i 
remark:, chat "there are mauy poets who hare 
DO monumcDt*, and many monnmenta which have 
DO poec" The abceace of aay memorial to 
such authors aa Sir Philip Sidney, Christopher 
Marlowe, John Doddc, Philip Maamoger, Francis 
Quarlet, Robert Herrick, Henry Vaugban, Izaak 
Walton, John Keats, Walter Savage Laodot, 
Percy Byssbe Shelley, to mention no odieri, 
is even stranger than the presence of moDumeDtt 
to many now forgotten writers. 

The name "Poets' Owner" at first ai^lied 
odiy to the eastern aisle of the transept, b«^ 
the whole of the southern end must now be 
included. The western wall has long been 
known as the " learned " or " historic^ " side. 

On the right as we enter, we find the monu- 
ments of — 

Michael Draiion (or Drayton), d. 1631, 
author of ** Polyolbtoo," and a poet of consider- 
able contemporary &me. The monument was 
erected by Anne Clitfbrd, "Countess of Dorset, 
Pembroke, and Montgomery." The fine ejwtaph 
is attributed to either Francis Quarles or Ben 
Jonson, and runs as follows : — 

" Doe, pioui nurble, let th]' reader! knowe 
What they and what their children owe 
To DnfCon'i nunc, whoie <acred dast 
We leconunmd unto thj trust. 
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Pretcct.hjt mem'rj and prcaerve his storye, 
Retnaine ■ luting moaument of hit gloiye ; 
And when thf r\iiae> shall disclame 



Barim Booth, d. 1733, 3 celebrated actor, 
famoDB for his iropertoaatioa of Addi«oii't 
"Cato." HewaseducatedatWegtmiiiBterschool 
under Dr Bn^. Booth'* dcBcendants emi- 
grated to America, and ooe of them, Wilkei 
Booth, asUMiiiated President Lincoln in 1865. 
Barton Booth is baried at Cowley in Middlesex. 

John PhiHpr, A. 1708, buried at Hereford. 
He was the author of " The Splendid Shilling,' ' 
and of a poem entitled "Cyder," works now 
almoat forgotten. The epitaph is remarkable for 
having contained the Jirit mention of Milton's 
name within the Abbey walls. The lines in 
which this allusion occurred were actually erased 
by order of the Royaliat Dean Sprat, but were 
restored by Dean Atterbury. The monument 
consists of ft bust, framed on one aide by a branch 
of laurel, and on the other by a branch of apple, 
in allusion to Philips's poem "Cyder." 

We now come to ^e tomb of GtoSrej 
Cbaaeir, d. 1400, the "Flour of Poetes,"the 
lather of English poetry, author of the ■' Canter- 
bury Tales," from whose grave Poets' Corner 
" derives the origin of its peculiar glory." 

Chaucer held various offices in the royal 
household, and was employed on several dip- 
lomatic miBiioDS abroad. To this he owed the 
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year's aojonni in ItalywiitGh to greatly influeaced 
his writiDgs. He enjoyed the brom of Edward 
III., Richard II., and Henry IV., aa well aa 
the constant friendihip and patronage of John of 
Gaunt, who ia aaid to have married a aiscer of 
Chancer's wife after the death of the Ducheat 
Blanche. Id ^ite of to nmch royal patroo^e. 
Chancer became poor in his irid age, aoci waa for a 
•hort time Clerk of the Wwica at Wcttmmater. 
He lired the last year of bit life in a boose 
which is tttoally supposed to have been among the 
buidings polled iM>wn to make room for Henry 
VII.'s Chapel, and it was probably aa much 
owing to hia connection with Weatnmuter as to 
bu Uterarj iame that be waa buried in the 
Abbey. He lies at the entrance of St Benedict*! 
Chapel. The present monument was erected one 
hundred and fifty years after Chaucer'i death, by 
Nicholas Brighun, an admirer, and himself a poeL 
He is belicred to lie close by. The nmanment 
consists of a grey marUe tomb and canopy, and 
ia thought to hare been brought here from some 
an church diimanded in the reign of Edward 
Vl. The reccBs once contained a portrait of 
the poet, but this has now quite disappeared. 
The only memorial to Chaucer for many years 
was a leaden plate hung on an adjacent pillar 
with an " epitaphye maad by a poet-laureate " 
— (Sorigonius of Milan). The closing words 
of the "good counsel" which Chancer is said 
to have uttered on his death-bed may be fitly 
({ooted here — 
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" Here I* M home, here fi bnt wUdenieu. 
Forth, pilgrim I forth, O beut, out of tlif itlll I 
Look up on high, aad thank th; God of bII. 
Control thy Imt ; and let thy ipirit thee leul ; 
And Truth (hall thee deliTer ; 'tia do dread." 

Abore the tomb u a window to Chaucet'a 
memory^ presented bj Dr Rogen in 1868. 

Cloae to the tomb of Chaucer are buried the 
two gKMest EngHih poets of our day, Robert 
Browning, d. 1889, and Alfred, Lord Tainy-ioit, 
d. 189Z, who lie side by dde, near their illus- 
trious brother-poet. Their graves are marked 
by slabs io the pavement. A bust of Tennyson 
by Woolner, representing the poet at the age of 
forty-eight, has been placed on the pillar opposite 
his grave. 

Abraham Ceioky, A. 1667, a poet of great 
cmtcmporary fame, inventor of the " Pindaric 
Ode," educated at Westminster and Cambridge. 
He was devoted to the Royalist cause, and 
iblbwed Queen Henrietta Maria to Paris, where 
he acted for Kreral years as her confidential 
aecretary. Charles II. was, however, slow to 
reward him for his services, and Cowley died 
in retirement at Chertsey. He was buried in 
the Abbey with great pomp. Evelyn tells how 
the body was "conveyed to Westminster in a 
hearse with six horses and all funeral decency, 
near a hundred coaches of noblemen and persons 
of <iuality following ; among these all the wits 
of the town, divers bishops, and dergymen." 

The monument was erected by George Villiers, 

second Duke of Buckingham, and the igscrip- 
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tioD waa written by Dean Sprat, who comparei 
Cowley to Pindar, Virgil and Horace. — (Bosh- 
nellttcolpt.) 

Htnry IVadiviortb Longfellow, d> 1883, " a 
household name on both ddes of the Atlantic." 
The bust wai erected in 1884 by the poet's 
Engliih admirera. — (Brock, sculpt.) 

John DryJtn, d. 1700, poet-laureate to 
Cbarles II. and Jamet II., educated at Wen- 
minster school under Dr Butby. Dryden 
began Ufe as an ardent admirer of Cromwell, 
bat later became an equally zealons Royalist, 
and held several offices under the crown after 
the retam of the Stuarts. Sh<»tty after the 
accession of James II., Dry den became a 
Roman Catholic, and consequently fell into 
disfavour at the revolution of 1688. He died 
in poverty in Gerrard Street, Soho. Hie best 
luiown poems are, perhaps, the ode 00 "Alex- 
ander's Feast" and the "Ode for St Cecilia's 
Day," though his great political satire, " Absalom 
and Acbitophel," and his poem " The Hind 
and the Panther," written after his secession to 
the Church of Rome, were the works wUch 
made his hxat. Diyden also wrote twenty- 
seTeo plays, and some prose works. 

He waa buried near Chancer, and Chaucer's 
tombstone is said to ban been sawn asunder to 
make room for his monument, which was erected 
in 1 720 by his friend and patron, Sheffield, Dake 
of Buckio^iamshire. The whole monument 
haa been much altered. The present bust, a 
fine work of Scheemakers, waa erected by the 
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DochcM of BucIuD^iaiiiiliire in 173I1 m pUce 
of the original oat. 

On the pillar close by is a buit of Artlubaid 
CmupieU Tail, Archbishop of Canteibury, cL 
i88>. — (Armstead, Kulpt.) 

Facing doKva the traoKpt are the monu- 
menta of — ' 

Dr Haitrt S^iti, d. 1716, Canon of Chriat 
Church, Oxford, aB4 tltennrda Prebenduy and 
ArchdeacoD of Weitminiter. He rcfiued the 
Deanery of WeatminMer when it waa ofiered him 
on the death of Dean Spmt. 

South wa» edacated at Weatnmutcr under 
Dr Busby, and became famoua for hia learning, 
wit, and brilliant preaching, aa wt^l as for his 
intolerance, both political and thcolt^cal. In 
a sermon preached before Charles II., South 
made so violent an attack on Cromwell, that the 
king langhed heartily, and Towed that Dr Sooth 
•honld be made a bisbop if he were " put in mind 
of him at the next death." ■ Chariet, however, 
died before ^e had the opportumty of promoting 
hia zealous partiBan. — (Bird, sculpt.) < 

2V H^ll6^m yiivaii, d. 181 5. Headnxaster 
of the school, and afterwatds Dean of Weit- 
minster. A tablet. 

Dr Rkbard Bialj, d. 169;, the famooB 
Headmaster of Westmiiuti:r school He held 
hii post for fiity-£Te years, and during that 
time had many celebrated pupils. 

A weU-known story of Boiby relates that he 
wore his hat in the presence <rf Charles II., le« 
the boys abould think there waa any one superior 
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to hittudf, and his authority ihonld thereby 

AddiMD dwcribw how Sir Roger de Corwiey 
Mood before Bueby's tomb, sayiag, " Dr Biuby I 
a great man ! He whipped my grandfather — 
a very great man ! I ahonld hare gone to him 
myself if I had not been a blackhead. A very 
great man ! " 

The fine statue ia by F. Bkd. Busby ia 
buried beneath the black and white pavement 
which he himself presented to the choir. 

Near (he monuments of Buaby and South ii 
the grave of Atme of Clever, d. 1557, whose 
monument has already been described. 

Near this apot is alao believed to rest a " yet 
more unfortunate Queen," ^nite Ne^lli, d. I485, 
wife of Richard III., and daughter of Neville, 
Earl of Warwick, the *' Kingmaker." She ia aaid 
to have died " not without suspicion of poyaon." 

Close by, a stone in the floor marka the grave 
of William Spottii'ofoade, A, 1S83, president of 
the Royal Society, and printer to the Queen, 

Turning to the left aa we enter Poets' Owner 
door, we find the monuments of — 

Be« Jontoiif d. 1637, the great dramatiat, 
created poet-laureate by James I, in i6i9. 
He waa educated at Westminster school, 
onder Camden, the &mous antiquary, and after- 
wards became in turn a bricklayer, soldier, 
student at Cambridge, tutor to Sir Walter 
Raleigh's son, actor, drunatiat, and linally 
poet-Uureate. Jonson died in great poverty 
at a house close to^he AUiey, and is buried in 
103 
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the nmth uale of the Nave. Curioot <torie« 
are told about hU last retting-place. One Moiy 
•ays that he b^ged *' eighteen inchet of sqnare 
ground in WeBtmmster Abbey," from Charfet I. 
Another tella how, "one day being rallied by 
the Dean of WestminBter about bdng buried in 
Poets' Corner, the poet ii said to hare replied — 
we tell the story as current in the Abbey : ■ I 
am too poor for that, and no one will lay out 
funeral charges upon me. No, sir, 6 feet long 
by 3 feet wide is too much for me ; 2 feet by a 
will do all I want.' ' You shall have it,' laid 
the Dean, and thua the coDversatioD ended " — 
(P. CoDoinghun). 

When Sir Robert Wilson's grave was being 
made in 1849, the clerk of the works "saw the 
two leg-bones of Jooson, fixed bolt-upright m 
the sand, as though the body had be«!i buried 
in the upright position ; and the skull came 
rolling down among the sand, from a position 
above the leg-bones, to the bottom of the newly- 
made grave. There was still hair niioa it, and 
it was of a red colour." The skull was Ken 
again when Hunter's grave was dug ten years 
later, and " it htd still traces of red hair upon it." 

Of Jonson's dramatic works, the best known 
are "Catiline," " Every Man in his Humour," 
and " The Alchymiat." He also wrote many 
msKjuea, and his " Ezplorata " or " Dis- 
covericB," are justly said to reveal "one of the 
noblest, manliest, most honest, and most helpfiil 
natures that ever dignified and glorified a power- 
Ad iotclligeoce and ao admirable geoius." 
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The moDument was erected by the Earl of 
Oxford early in the eighteenth century, and 
bears the same inscriptioa as the gravestone in 
the nave, — "O rare Ben Jonson." — (Gibbsdes; 
Rysbrack, sculpt.) 

Edmund Sptmer, d. 159S-9, poet-laureate 
to Queen Elizabeth, and author of the inunortal 
"Faerie Queen," He died in King Street, 
Westminster, "for lake of bread," as we are 
told, — and was buried here at the expente of 
Dererenx, Earl of Essex, this spot bring chosen 
on account of its neamesa to Chaucer's grave. 

"His hearse was attended by poets, and 
mournful elegies and poems, with the pens that 
wrote them, were thrown into his tomb. What 
a funeral was that at which Beaumont, Fletcberi 
Jonson, and, in all probability, Shakspeare, 
attended! — what a grave in which the pen of 
Slukspeare maybe mouldering away i" — (Dean 
Sunley). 

The monament was erected by Anne Clifford, 
Countess of Dorset, but this fell into decayi and 
was replaced by the present monument (a copy of 
the original one) in 1778. The epitaph is very 
beautiiul f " Here lyes, expecting the second 
commioge of our Saviour Christ Jesus, the body 
of Edroond Spencer, the Prince of Poets in his 
tyme, whose divine spinit needs noe othir wH- 
nesse then the workes which he left behbde him." 

Above, is a bust of Samael Butler, d. 1660, 

the satirist author of " Hudibras." He died 10 

great poverty. The monument w^ erected by 

John Barber, the primer, in order « that he, 1A10 
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vu dcttitDte of all things when aJiTC, might not 
want a moDumeDt when dead." 

Join MiboM, d. 1674, buried at St Giles', 
Cripplegate, the great poet to whom the Aoglo- 
Saxon race owes " FaradUe Loit," " Lycidaa," 
" Comiu," and many other famous worlu. 

Tbi* monument was erected in 1737 by 
Auditor Beuaon, and until that time, sixty-three 
yean after Milton's death, no memorial of the 
poet had ben placed in the Abbey. Dr 
Gregory's oft-i]uoted words to Dr Johnson 
express the strength of Royalist prejudice against 
MiltOD : " I ha»e seen erected in the church 
the bust of that man whose name I once knew 
considered as a pollution of its walls." 

But at last the just recognition of genius pre- 
vailed over political animosity, and Milton's name 
giTCS an added glory to Poets' Corner. 

The epitaph has been satirized for its egotistical 
allnaions to the donor of the monument, as id 
Pope's line : — 

« On poeti' tombi tee Ben»on'» tides writ." 

(Rysbrack, sculpt.) 

Tiamaj Gray, d. 1 77 1, bmied at Stoke Pogia, 
the scene of his best known work, the " Elegy 
written in a Country Churchyard." On the 
monument is represented the iyric muse, holding 
a medallion with Gray's portrait, and pointing 
to the bust of Milton. Epitaph by Maaoo. 
Bacon, sen., sculpt. 

IVilEam Maion, d. 1 797, a poet aow almost 

icsgottei^ buned at Aston in Yorkshire. Epi- 
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tMth by Maion'* friend, Dr Hard, Bubc^ of 
Worccner. Bacon, tea., •culpt. 

Thomai SbadwtU, A. 169a, the rinl of 
Dt^cn, and poet-laui«ace in the time of 
Wuliam III. He died of opium, and is buried 
at Cheliea. Dryden tatirizei him in "Mac 
Fiecltaoe," where the foUoiriog iptieful line* 

" Mature In dulneii from hii tender reara, 
ShadwcU alone, of >11 1117 Mx», I1 he 
Whg ataudt ccmGnned \a fuU ncupldlty ; 
The reit to lomB fkinc roeaniDg make pretence, 
But Sludwell never deTiates into lente." 

Mooument by Bird. 

Mattbemt Prior, d. 1711, educated at W«t- 
miDBter school, a poet of mach contemporary 
fame, but now almost forgotten. He held teveral 
offices at the court of William III. and was for 
a time plenipotcntiaiy at the court of Louis 
XIV, He u buried, aa he wiahed, at the feet 
of Spenser. 

The monument was erected by his son, *' u 
a last piece of human ranity " ; the bust was 
presented by Louis XIV., and ii the work 
of CoyicTox. The epitaph is by Dr Freind, 
HeadmaatcF of Westminster, " in honour of one 
who had done ki great honour to the school." 
— (Gibbades: Rysbrlck, sculpt.) 

GranvUle Sharp, d. 1813, buried at FuUiam. 
One of the moat ferrent oppoocBta of the slave- 
tiade. The monument was erected by the 
African Inaatulioa a« a marl( of g^tiide. — 
(Chantrey, sculpt.) 
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Charki de St Dam, Seigneur de St ETreinuid, 
d. 1703, ODeofthefanKnuwits of Charleall.'s 
court. " A gentleman of a wy gay Torn of 
Humour aa well aa Writing." A taUet aud 
bqat. 

Cbritlopier .^fiutty, d. 1805, buried at Bath. 
He was once well known as the author of the 
" New Bath Guide." A wblet by Hor- 
well. 

Thomai CaaObtlly d. 1 844, author of "The 
Pleaiurea of Hope," " Hohenlindeo," " Ye 
Mariner! of England," etc. He died at 
Boulogne, and wai brought here for burial. A 
statue by Marshall, beneath which are some 
lines from Camt^wll's own poem « The last 

Mri Hannah Pritcbard, d. 1768, the well- 
known actress. Eptaph by Whitehead, then 
poet-laureate. — (Hayward, sculpt.) 

Rghert Southey, d. 1843, poet-laureate, author 
of "Thalaba" and the "Curse of Kehama." 
Southey was educated at Westminster schooU 
and became one of the famous groop of 
" Lake Poets." He is buried at Crosthwaite, 
near Keswick. — (Weekes, sculpt.) 

Samuel Taylor Ceitridgt, d. 1834, the poet, 
philosopher, and critic, author of " The Ancient 
Mariner," " Christabel," and other well-known 
works. Buried at Highgate. The butt was 
presented by Dr Mercer, an American admirer 
of the poet, and was unveiled by Mr Lowell, 
the United States &Knister, in 1 88 5.~-'( Thorny- 
croft, sculpt) 
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Wil&im Sbaitptare, b. i;64, A. 1616, buried 
It Stretford-on-Avon. 

'•Ttie glarlout riddle of hia rhythmic breath, 
Hia mipht, hia apell, we know not what they be : 
We only feel, whace'er h* atteretb, 
Tbli uToura not of death, 

r'^: 

There wu at one time an idea of moriDg 
Sh>k*peare's renaiiu to the Abbey, but poariUT 
the pctet's curie on him who ahould "mora hu 
bones ord^ his dun" may have caused the plan 
to be abandoned. The monoment, dengned 1^ 
Kent and exenited by Scheemakera, was erected 
1^ public subscription in 174O. The heads at 
the comers of the pedestal represent Queen 
Elizabeth, Henry V., and Richard III. On 
the scroll are inscribed the ^nious lines from 
"The Tempest"— 

■■ The cload-eapp'il towera, the gorgeoua pilaeea. 
The solemn Cemptea, the %nt.l globe itMlf, 
Yea, all which it inherita, ihall diuolre ; 
And, like thia unsubaontlal pageant faded, 
Leaie not a rack behind." 

Jamet Thomjon, d. 17^.8, author of "The 
Seasons," which are represented in bas-relief on 
the pedeitaL Thomson is buried in Richmond 
Parish Church. This monument was erected in 
J 762, the cost being defrayed by a subscription 
ediuon of the poet's works. 

Rsberl Barai, A. 17961 the great Scottish 
poe^ author of "Add Lang Syne," "The 
Cotter's Saturday Night," and many other poems 
o 309 
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too familiar to need iDendon here. The btut is 
the work of a Scoitiah artist, and the expeote of 
it* erection was defrayed by shilling anbtcriptiont 
contributed by all clastes io ScoUaod. It was 
unveiled by Lord Rosefaeryin 1 865.— (Sir John 
Steel, sculpt ) 

NulxAu Rowe, d. 1718, poet-lanreate to 
George I. His chief works are a translation of 
Lncan's " Pharaalia," and several plays, among 
which are "The Fair Penitent" and "Jane 
Shore." The monument was erected by 
Rowe's widow, and also commemoratea their 
twly daughter, Charlotte Fane. The epitaph is 
aaciibed to Pope, and expresses the inconsolxhle 
grief of the widow. But shortly after the 
monument was put up, Mrs Rowe married again, 
to the great annoyance of Pope. (Rjrdirack, 
•culpt.) 

John Gay, d. 1782, remembered as the author 
of the " Fables," and the " Beggar's Opera." 
The moniunent was erected by Gay's friends, 
the Duke and Duchess of Qneenberry. The 
epitaph is by Pope, Beneath the medalhon are 
Gay^B strange lines, inscribed here by his own 

■■ Life ia a jest, and alt thinga show lE; 
1 thought M> once, and now I know it." 
(Rysbrack, sculpt.) 

OBver iSaUtmilb, d. 1774, aotbor of the 
"Vicar of Wakefield," "She Stoops to Con- 
quer," and "The Deserted Village." Like 
many another poet, Goldsmith died in porertj ; 
he is buried in the Temple Church yard. The 



I., Google 



POETS' CORNER 



nie of the monninenl wag chdscn by Sir Jotbua 
Reyoaldt, and Dr Johoioa wrote the Latin 
epitaph. Goldtmith's fnenda greatiy desired an 
Eoglish epitaph, bat Dr Johmon atootly refused 
"to disgrace the walls of Westminwer Abbey with 
an English iiiscriptio[i."^(Nollekeas, sculpt.) 

John, Duie of Agyll and Green'Oacb, i, 1 7 4.5, 
a soldier and orator, buried tn Henry VII. • 
Chapel. The Duke, a familiar figure to reader* 
of Scott's " Heart of Midlothian," took a lead- 
ing part in the union of England and Scotland. 
The rnooDinent is by Roubiliac ; the epitaph is 
by Whitehead. History, represented as inscrib- 
ing the titles of the Duke, stops short at Gr — , 
to indicate that the dukedom expired With him. 
The Fignre of Eloquence was coAudercd by 
Canora to be " one of the noblest statues he faad> 
seen in England." The moDDinent stands in 
front of the old staircase kacfing to the mtnlu' 
dormitory. 

Sir Wcittr Seolt,d. 1833. This is the btcst 
ffleniorial placed in the AUiey, > hanng been, 
erected in 1897. The bust, is a replica o£ 
Chantrey's fiunout bust at Abbottfbrd, by Join 
Hutchinson, R.S.A. 

On the western wall is the monument of 
George fretitrici Haadd, d. 1759,'the great 
musician, dear to all English he^ as the tr- 



Sser of the " MesMah ' ' and " Iirael in Egypt."* 
is funeral here was attended by nearly. three 
thousand persona of all ranks. A tablet abore 



the monnment tell* of the first Handel Festival^' 
which was held in the Abbey in 1784, on thel 
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CMletlarycf Handel'a birth. Tbr itatne it tad 
to beU likenew, and the face waa modellol fimi 
a. can taken b^ death. — (RouUliac, scnlpt.) 
' Immediatety belw i» a medallion portrait of 
Jermy Lbid G^JichrmJt, d. 1887, the great 
Swedish singer, one of the finett interpreter! of 
Handel's works. The menitirial was erected in 
I894.' .■.. ■■ : . 

-^^ We may now be said to have reached the 
'*!Aiile of' History," the " learned" side rf the 
south transept. 

WUrtam Makepeace Thachcray, d. 1863, buried 
at Rensal Green, the author of " Vanity Fair," 
"Esmond,'' "The NcwoOnes," etc. A ban 
by Maroohetti. 

JaiefH Aii£tBii, A. r7i9, buried, as already 
desenbed^ in Henry Vtl.'s Chapel: This ituue 
wis ioBt' erected until 1S09, — '"not till three 
geilerHtiont had lauded and wept over faia 
pages. Sach a mark, of national respect was 
ditc to the unsullied statesman, to the accom- 
jilishbd scholar, to the master of pare Engliah 
doqnence, to the consummate painter of life and 
mdnncTSi"'' The<ata6ie'iepreflents Addison ** dad 
in his drestiog-gown and freed from hi» wi^" 
!is> Hacaaiayiputa iu Ronnd the pedestal are 
tke-nioe. Muwe^-i-(-WeStmacotC, acnIpL] 

Thomiu Batiagton [Lard) Macaidaj,A. 1859, 
tbe^poctland'historian; buried close to Addiaoa's 
■tatile. A bust bySumard. 

^Siephm Haiej,. A. '1761V' philosopher awl 
bbtanist,' Remembered as the iiiveotor of veoti- 
hi6)rs^— .(Wiiton, «ciii|rt.) 
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Dr haae Batrovi, d. .1677, the wit, nutbe^ 
maticiaa, cluneal acholari and diTioe. He- wu 
tutor to Sir Isaac Newton, aod letigiwd the 
Cambridge Macbematical PDofesKu^ip la hit 
faTour. At the titne of hii death Batrow was 
master of Trimly College, Cunbridge. - 

Jamet fVjatt, the architect, d. 1813. A 
tablet. 

Dr Tbomat TripUtt, d. 1670, a, diatiDguiBhed 
scholar, Prebendary of Westminster. The tablet 
occupies the place of the momiment to Thomas 
May, the parliameDtary bistoriao, which was 
destroyed at the Restoratioo. 

Sir Richard Cottt, A. 1623, "Taster" to 
Queen Elizabeth, and afterwards Steward of 
the Household to James I. 

Itaac CAtaubott,A. 1614, theiamous Genevese 
scholar, editor of P«sius asd Polybius. This 
"learned critick was fetcht out of F^nce by 
King James I.," and akhaugh a layman, was 
made Prebendary of Canterbury, The moBu- 
ment was erected by Morton, Bis}iop of Durham, 
" that great lorer of learned nieo, dead or alive." 
On the tablet are the initials of Izaak. Wakon, 
scratched on the stone by his own hand) with 
the date 1658. 

John Emett Grabf, d. 171 1, the Pnusiao 
orientalist, buried at St Pancroa. His lore for 
the English church iuduco^ him to settle in diit 
country. — (F. Bird, sculpt.) 

WilSam Camden, d. 1623, the famous anti- 
quary, the '^Pausaniaa of England," iHe was 
the SOD of poor [Btents, was edupated at Christ^* 
313 
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Hoapttal and Oxford, and afterwards became 
■ucceMTelf aecood maiter and Headmaitcr of 
Wettmnuter Khool. Queen Elizabeth auba^- 
qnently gare him the oifice of Clareadeux 
King-at-ATint, in order that he might bare 
more leisure ibr hii antiquarian retearchea. His 
inott (Celebrated works are his " Britannia," and 
the "Annals of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth." 

Camden's manument wa« injured at the time 
of the Earl of Essex's fimeral in 1646, by 
rioters who '* broke off his noset and otherwise 
deAced bis visiognomy." The damage was 
repaired about the year 1780 by the UntTcrnty 
of Oxfwd. 

Dtmid Garrki, d. 1779, the famona actor. 
His fimeral in the- Abbey was attended by a 
great throng of mauroers, including all the most 

Sominent members of the Literary Club, and 
arrick's old matter, Dr Johnsoi). 

The monument represents the great actor in 
a Tery theatrical and affected attitude, drawing 
aside a curtain, and disclosing a medallion of 
Shakspearp — in reference to Garrick's fine per- 
ftffmance of Shakapeuv'a plays. 

The epitaph matches the monument, and 
almost merits Charles Lamb's seTere criticism 
of it as " a farrago of &lse thought and noosence." 

Garrick's grare is at the foot of Shakspeare's 
monument. His wife is buried with him. 
Webber, sculpt. Epitaph by Pratt. 

Against the pillar are busts of Connop Tih-l- 
wo//, Bishop of St Band's, d. 1875, hidorian 
and tbeolopao, and Gnrgi ■ Grotti di 1671, 
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the hittariao of Greece. — (C. Bkcon. Kulpt.) 
Theae two lie in the Kuoe grave close to tbi« 
spot, 

AmoDg thoie who are caminemorated bjr 
tombgtoDM only, are (in tbe eartem aule of the 
tnuBcpt] — 

O-ttila Tudety too of Owen Tudor and Katheriae 
de Valou. He died a monk at Wettminiter. 

Nieb^at LidmgUm, d. 1386, Abbot of Weit- 
miotter, 1361-1386. He employed the lai^ 
bequen left to the Abbey by hia predeceNOr, 
ArcUnshop Langham, in building part of tbe 
northern, and the whole of the toathern aod 
weatern walks of the cloiatera, the Abbot'i 
houae (the present deanery) with the Jeniaalem 
Chamber and College Hall, and in adding to the 
coDventual buildings. (A stone near Camf^tl't 
■tatue.) 

Sir Jplm Daiham, d. 16S8-9, author of 
'* Cooper's Hill," a poem much admired hf 
Sryden, PopO) and Dr Johnson, who says of 
Deiiham that he is "deserredly considered one 
of the fathers of English poetry." 

Fraaeit Biaamont,A. i6i6,ti)e great dramatist. 
He usually wrote m conjunction with his friend 
Phineaa Fletcher, their best known plays being, 
" The Maid's Tragedy," " The Knight of the 
Burning Pestle," and "Philaster." (A name- 
less stone.) 

Close to Dryden's monnment is a slab with a 

figure of a knight b armonr firora which the 

bnsB has been torn away. This is beliered to 

mark the grave of Reoert ffaniU, the lunght 

215 
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whoie ronnler in the choir in 1378 hat already 
been dewribcd^ 

Iq tbe central uale are the tombatoDes of— 

DrSamutlJohmonyA. 1784, the lexicographer, 
ewayist, and criiic« chiefly remembered by lut 
femous " Dictionary of the Englith Langnage," 
the " LitM of the Poet*," and the " Raiftbler.'* 
His mortnment ii in St Paul'i. The tntcripdon 
on the gRiTe«tone here haa recently been recut 
by Pemb'cAe Gtllege,' Oxford, where Johiuon 
wat a ttodenL 

Riehard Brintlty Sbcridan, d. 1816, the 
celebrated dramatiK and parliunnitary orator, 
author of "Tbe Rirals" and "The School 
for Scandal." He was allowed to die io gtvot 
poverty, but wai buried in tbe Abbey with a 
magnificence which suggeated the reflection in a 
French journal of the day, that " France i« the 
place for a man of letters to lire in, and England 
the place for him to die in." 

Richard Ctimbtrlaiid, d. 1811, a dranoatttt, 
and a friend of Dr Johnson, Garrick, and of all 
their circle. 

Char(et Dieiaii, d. 1870, the famou* Bovehit, 
who«e work* are too well known and lored to 
Doed mention here. 

John HmJertaa, d. 17S5, an actor famou* 
both as tragedian and comedian. 

Hairy Cory, d. 1S44, the well-knDWQ traB»< 
lator of Dante's "Divine Comedy." 

Tbomiu Parr " of ye country of Salop, bom 

in A.^0. 148J. He lived in the reignet of ten 

princes, viz. 1 King Edward IV., King Edward 

«l6 
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V, King Ricbud III., Kug Henty VU^ 
King Henry VIII., King Edward VI., Queen 
Mu^, Qoeeii Etizabetb, Kiog Jaioet, King 
Charlet; aged 152 jean, and wu'lHiTyed hen, 
1635" 

Sir UVriam DavtaaU, d. 1668, He uc- 
cceded Ben Jodmq u poet-lanreate to CbulM 
I. Di.T»aat was a Caralieiv ^nd is buried in 
the grave from which hia riTalithe RooDdhead 
poet, Thomat May, had been diabtetred a,t.tbe 
Keatoiatioa. The HMoriptioii nrna, "O rare 
Sir William BftTcnaot." 

Sir Robert Mer^, d. 1^73, one of the 
foonden of tbe Royal Society, and itS' £rn 
prendent, called by Biihop fiUraet " the wiaett 
and. worthieat nun of hia age." 

Jamt4 Mac^itrioH, d. 1796, author of 

Dame Mary Stall, d. 171S, tecood wife of 
Richard Steele— hia " deareat Prue." 

Robert Adam, d. 1 792, the architect. 

Sir Wiiliam Ciamitrt, d. 1 796, architect of 
Someraet Houie. -r. 

Join Irtimdid. 164:1, Dean ^.WetanioMer, 
and fouadn of tho Ireliiid Scholatahipi at 
Oxford. 

/TiiTum Gigard, d. 1816, fenndnr of the 
Qfiarttrfy Rtview, and editor from 1819 to 
183+. 

TimM ObigiMb and Joim OtbaJdutom, d. 
1666, •• Paget of the Bedchamber to Charlet 
II." 

TiinuBg weat, iato the Muth >ye (tf the 
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cHoir, we find (on the Muth wall) the monu- 

Sir Go^rtf KneSer, d. tyijt a well-known 
portrait painter of the later Stuart and early 
Hanoverian reigni. He ia the only painter 
commemorated in the Abbey, and ia not buried 
heve, f^r in ,hi« dying words to Pope, he laid : 
■■" " ■ ' ■• ■ ■ -flWesui ^ 



« By God, I wiH not be buried in V 
. i- . they do bury iboli there." Kneller 
derigadd hit owe mdniMnent, and the bust it 
by Rytbrack. The tomewhat abawrd epit^di 
ia by Pope, who admitted that itwai "ijie 
worst thing he ever wrote in his life." 
Immediately bdow, is the rooaument of 
Adniral Sir Clomittley Shovel, CommaodeT 
of the Fleet, d. 1707, who roae from handle 
aCadoD) lunag begun hia career as a common 
tailor. He was shipwrecked otF the Sciliy 
Isle% as he was letuming with hit fleet from 
Gibraltar. Hit body was washed on shore, 
buried by arane fishermen, and then reinterred 
in the Abbey about two montbs afterwards, 
his remain! having been identified by meant of 
a valuable ring taken trom his finger by the 
men who found the body. The grotesque 
monument represents the Admiral weiring a 
kug periwig and a Roman cuira^ bod sandals, 
and fully deserves Addison's well-known criti- 
cism in the Spectator. The shipwreck a^>ears 
in the bas-relief tm'the base of the monument. 
— (Birdt'tcnlpt.}- 

Martoi Ffolket, d. I7$4, a celebrated num!t- 

niatist, Frendent of the Royal Society, 'where 

S18 
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he had acted a* deputy for Newton. BuHihI at 
Htlliogdoo. 

John H^efUf, d. 1791, and Che*fei IVetity, 
d. 1788. A manumeot with two medilliDiH, 
b; J. A. ActoD, erected ra 1876. 

Dr Itaac IVatU, d. 1748, tlie great Ne»> 
cooformist ; beat knowD as a^ hynin-WTiter> — ' 
(Bankt, sculpt.) 

Sir Richard Bii^ham, d. 1 598, a . naral 
officer who diitinguulwd hitnielf in the -waii 
of Mary and Eljzabetlk He was GoTCmor 
of Coonaught io EJizabeth's time, and "n^ 
pressed Ajytxi RebetlioaB." A jnull Uaoi 
tablet with an eptaph recording his exploit*. 

George Slepruy, d. 1 707, a diplomatist,, and 
considered by his contemporaries to be some- 
what of a poet. He wat bom in Wegtminatert 
and eduiiated at WeatTninster schoo!. I>aTt 
calls the monument " a« rich for tnarble but 
mean in design as Sir Cloudealey Shovel's," 
and speaks of Stepney as "a. much greater 
man," which ia inatructife aa to the ralue of 
contemporary judgments. 

Mi^er Cnid, killed at battle of Bleabeim, 
170+. 

Admiral George Chireiiii, d. 17 10, younger 
brother of the great Duke of Marllidrougb; 

On the north side of thc'aiale ate the manu* 
meots of — 

Tbomai Tbyim, of Loogleat, d. i68i-», 

the "lasachar" of Dryden'S "Absalom and 

Achitophel," murdered aa be was driving in 

the Haymarket by asaasains hited.bji Gciunt 

319 
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KSmgamark. The motiTe of the murder waa 
jealousy, a* KoDigimarlc hoped to otrtain the 
hand of Thyna'a bride, Elizabeth Percy, a 
great horen, et that time the child widow of 
Lord Ogle. KSuigranaik** crime did not bring 
hbn tnccen, for Elizabeth Pcfcy married the 
**pn>Bd " Duke oS Somenet dionly afterwards. 

The baa-relief on the mocnment repretenta 
the «ceae of the aagaiaiDatioa, and gave rise to 
the well-known «ory rf the Wetahman, who 
. *' bragging of hia family, raid hia father's eiTigy 
wsa aet up in Weseminater Abbey ; being aaked 
whereabouts, he said, 'In the aame mtmument with 
Sqnine Thynn, for he waa hia coachnum ' " — 
(Joe Millers Jeats). Dean-Sunley attributes the 
abwoce of the intended inacription to <* the same 
politicai (eeliDga wtikh protected the murderer 
from hia juat due." — (Quellin, aculpt.) 

Th^mat Om>ai, d. 1 598, Justice of the Com- 
mon Pkaa in the time of Elizabeth. A shelf- 
tomb, with a liDe recumbent £gure in alabaater, 
once decorated with colour and gilding. 

PcuipiaU de PaoU, A. [807, the Conicao 
patriot, who took refuge in England and died 
here. He ia buried in Coraica, and com- 
mcmonted in the Abbey, in spite tS hia un- 
gratefol bebarionr towarda titia country. Hia 
moiMiment recalls the fact, seldom remembered, 
that from 1794. to 1797 the Island of Coraica 
waa raider Britiah rule. — (Flaxraaa, sculpt.) 

Dome Gracr Gttbm, d. 169?, aged twenty- 
one. ' Tina lady was regarded aa <]uite a ,wodigy 
in her day, and after lier dead) a book of devo- 
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dons by her wu published by Congnm, vntb a 
pre&tory poem. These reflections were mp. 
posed to be origmal, and noted down "with a 
pencil at ipnte hours, or as she wai dressing," 
but the book has since been found to consist 
merely of extracts from Bacon and other aothon. 
*' The marble book in Westminster Alibey must 
therefore lose some of iu leaves," says Disraeli, 
in hii " Curiosities of Literature," 

Grace Gethio left a bequest for an auuTcrsBry 
aermon to be preached in the Abbey every Ash 
Wednesday. She is buried at Hollingbouni, near 
Maidstone. 

Sir Tbomat Rkhardioa, d. 1634-5, Spcakei 
of the House of Commons under James I., and 
Lord Chief Justice of England in the time of 
Charles I. Richardson was usually called "the 
jeering Lord. Chief Justice," on account of hit 
grim humour. When he coodemaed Prynne; 
he said that " he might have the Boolt of 
Martyrs to amuse him in priscm," On another 
occanon, when Richardson had been reprimanded 
by Laud for an ocder issued against the ancient 
custom of wakes, he came out bata the Couoci) 
" complaining that he had been almost chook'd 
with a pair of lawn sleeves." Another stoiy 
relates how a flint stone was once flung at his 
head by some evil-disposed person, but as he 
was '■ leaning low on hig elbow in a lazy, reck- 
less manner, the flint flew too high, and only 
took off his hat." In answer to the congratula- 
tions of his friends, Richardson said " by way 
of jeoc (as his fiishion waa to make a jest of 
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ewrythiug), *ybu «e now, if I had been an 
upright judge (intimating his recliniag portion] 
I had'been tlain.' " 

The monumeot is of black marble with por- 
trait bust in bronze, representing Richardson in 
his hat and r<^B. — (Hubert le Sceur, sculpt.) 

Dr Aniretu Bell, d. 1831, inventor of the 
monitorial syBtem id education known as the 
Madras scheme. — (Behnis, eculpt.) 

*«/Sflfn Thjme, of Botterville, d. 1 584, Re- 
cnrer of the Marches under Henry VIII., "by 
bis long life covering the whole Tudor dynasty. 
A beautiiiil old monument in white marble and 
alabaster, once coloured and gilt, with a noble 
figure in armour lying on a quilt or mat. 

In' the spandrels'of the wall arcade may be 
vSfa shields Similar to those in the north aisle 
of the choir. The most interesting <>F these 
fbHuming from the east) are — 

The tlrms of Edward the Confiitor, a croas 
patODce between five birds t the arms of Henry 
m., guiet, 'diWe lions, passant in pale or ; the 
attM of R^miMd Bcrengcr, Count of Provence, 
fktber-in'kw of Heory III., or, four pallets, 
gule<. 'Dabte, speaking of him says : 



The daughters here alluded to are Mju-garet, 
married to Loois IX. of France, Eleanor, married 
to Henry III. of Engird, Sancha, wife of 
Richard, Earl of Cornwall and King of the 
Roraaps, and. Beatrice, who was married to 
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Charin of Anjou, afterward* King of Sicily and 
Na^e*. 

Further on may be leen the arma of BicharJ, 
Earl of Cornviim, elected King of the Roman*, 
and crowoed at Aix-la-Chapdle in 1257. Hi* 
^eld bears a lion rampant, gulei, crowned or ; 
bordure aabte, charged with 32 bezant*. 

(For deflcriptioD of the murder of Richard'* 
•on, Henry d'Almayne, *ee Chapter IV. ) 
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CHAPTER XI 



ENTERING the Abbey by the Great We»t 
Door, we Sod ourselveB in the Nave, 
which, like the rest of the church, has become 
crowded with roemoriali of the dead. 
1*4 
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Tlie w«« window, vith its- Perpcndiculu 
tracery, wai set up about ■ 498, in the time o£ 
Abbot Eateney. The stained glats dates from 
the rdgn of George II., and teptsenis Moses, 
Aaron, and the Patriarchs. 

Among the numerotu moDumeats in the 
Nave, the most interesdng and important are as 
follows: — 0?er the West Door — 

tVilliam Pitt, d. [806, second son of the 
great Lord Chatham, and Prime Midstar of 
England at the age of twenty- foor. The gicM 
orator is represented in the act of declamatioD ; 
History records his words, and Anarchy (sym- 
bolising the French Rerolution) writhes in chains 
at his feet. Pitt is buried in the north transept. 
Monument by Westmacott. 

On the north of the door — 

John Coadaiti, d. 1737, who socceeded his 
uncle. Sir Isaac . Newton, as Master of the 
Mint. Buried in the nave, near Newtoo. — 
(Cheere, sculpt.) 

In the cornice of Coaduitt's moDumeDt is 
inserted a memorial tablet to Benjanan Horroci-i, 
d. 1641, a young clergyman who was the first 
to observe the transit of Vemjs (Dec. 4, 1639), 
a phenomenon which he had accurately pro- 

Csied. The inscripuon was put up on the 
occasion of the transit, of Venus, in 
1874. 

Anthony jitblfy Cooper, Earl of Sbafidmy, 
d. 1885, the devoted phiknthropiat. Statue by 
Boebm. 

We pass DOW into the North- West or Bdfre^ 

P 32$ 
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Tower, a spat usually kiwwn m "Whigs' 
Coriwr." 

The fignre in the old glau wiodow ia supposed to 
represent Edward the Confessor, but the window 
is really only a patchwork of ancient glass. 

Making the circait of *• Whigs' Comer " to 
the left we 6nd, in the waU-arcade, a bronze 
bnit of — 

Aft^ General Char'ltt Gordon, killed at Khar- 
toum 188;. The bust is by Onslow'Ford, and 
was Resented by the borps of Royal Engineers. 

iVUUam Hometh, d. 1746, "the earliest of 
English engineers." Buried in the South Tran- 
sept. — (Schennakers, sculpt.) 

Mi^or Charlet Siaaio^, nephew of Pitt, 
killed at the battle of Corunna, 1809. 

Major Jaitui Rennett, d. 1830, geographer 
and antiquary. Buried in the Nave. A bust 
by Hagbolt. 

Zaticrj Maeaul^, d. 1838, father of the 
htttwian. Inscription by the late Sir James 
Steidien, recording Macautay's efforts on behalf 
of U)e abolidon of slavery. — (Weekes, Kulpt.) 

JiAn, Earl RMidl, d. 1878. Twice Prime 
AKnister. Buried at Chenies. ->- (Boehm, 
sculpt. } 

Henry Fox, Lord Holland, d. 1S40, nephew 
of Charles James Fox. He was both statesman 
and author, and the well-known leader of a 
celebrated literary circle. The huge and melan- 
choly monument represents the " Prison House 
of Death," a sadly un-Chrisdan nodon. There 
ia a host, but no intcriptioii.— (Boily, sculpt.) 
«s6 
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Htnrj Petty, third Marquis of Lansdowoe, 
d. 1863, a leading member of the Whig party. 
Me look ao active thare in the abolition of the 
HlaTfr-Crade and in the repe^ of the penal laws; 
A buRt by Boehm. 

Sir Jamtt Maciinltuh, A. 1 S31. Aa statesman 
and lawyer, he aided greatly in the refonn of the 
Penal Code. The e|ntaph should be read. 
Buried at Hampnead. Monument by Theei 

Gebrge Lord Viteount I/owe,d. i-j^B, brother 
of Admira) Howe. He was killed while on die 
march to Ticonderoga. The monument was 
erected by the IVovince of Massachusetts, belore 
its severance from themother-coiiDtry,-.i'(Schee- 
makers, sculpt.) 

Across the eastern bay of the tower, facing up 
the Nave, is the large monument of-' — 

Chatiu Jamti Fox, A. 1806, statesman and 
orator, the famous leader of the Whig party in 
the House of Commons. He is buried in the 
north transept, close to his great rival, Pitt. 

The monument represents him dying in the 
arms of Liberty, wiiile a negro kneels at his 
feet, thanking him for his ahare la the suppres* 
aion of the slave-trade. The figure of the negro 
waa admired by Canova. — (WcBtmacott, sculpt.) 

In front of Lord Holland's monument, facing 
south, is the huge monument of Captain James 
Montagu, killed in action off Brest under. Lord 
Howe, 1794.— (Flaxman, sculpt!) 

Ft^owiog the North Aisle w the Nave, and 
going castirard^ we find among otbcai, the 

a»7 
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CafUiM Harvtj uid Hvtt, who were kiUed 
in tbe tame aaion a« Capuia Montagu, in 
1 794. An eaormoiu moDument by the yaoager 
BacoD, removed irom the floof of the Nave to 
its present poiitioo. 

&r t7iiafyM£^«?,d. 1875, tbe great geologist, 
buried jtut ^low. A bun by Theed. 

Dr John WaodviarA, d. 1718, protesaor of 
ptwaic at Grcabam CoUege, founder of the 
Woodward Geological Profesaoralup at Cam- 
bridge^ and author of manj works on geology 
and natural history. Buned in .the Nave. — 
( Scheemaken, aculpt. ) 

Colonel Bri^juld, A. 1706, equerry to Prince 
George of Denmark, and aide-de-camp to the 
Duke of Marlborough. Killed at the battle of 
Ramilliea. (See inscription.) 

A brass in the floor marks the gnaTc of John 
Hunttr, A, 1793, the famous aurgeon and amto- 
miBt, whose remaiuB were removed, here from St 
Martin'a-io-tiie-Fields by the Royal CoH^e of 
Surgeons. 

Eai Joiuon, whose burial baa already bees 
described, Hea here beoeath a modetn paving- 
stone. The ancient stone, with its famoua 
inscripuoti, ha« heed placed against the wall, 
Id order to preserve it. The inscriptiou, " O 
rare Ben Jooson," is ascribed to Sir William 
Davenant, on whose own gravestone in Poets' 
Corner are the words, " rare. Sir William 
Davenant." But another story says that "it 
was done. at tbe chardge of Jack Young, after- 
wards knighted, who, walking here when the 
128 
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gnrre vai corering, gave the fellow eightera- 
pence to cot it." 

Tiomiu Banlu, R.A., A. i86$, the scaljitor, 
tome of wboK works may be leea in the Abbey. 
Buried at Faddingtoa. 

Mii3 Beaufoy, A. 170$. Thii monument, 
i^ODgb a poor one, ig ioternting at the only 
work in the Abbey by GiiDling Git^a*, t)M 
famous carrer in wood. 

Mn Jime Hiil, d. 1 63 1 . Tbia curious monu- 
ment, with >u Mack toachitiaDe effigy, ia the only 
Micient one in the Nova. 

GUbtrl Thcntturgh, d. 1677, gmtleman of 
the cellu to Charles il. The cbvef interest of 
the monumeot ii the inscription, thus translated 
by Dart : " Here lies Gilbert Tbomburgh, who 
was always Faith&l to his God, his Prince and 
his Friends, fonnerly an earthly now a heavenly 
courtier. It shall no more be said in the a^ 
to come, 'Who would become good must leave 
the Court,' wht» such shining piety as his shall 
appear there." 

Speiucr Percevai, A. l8i2. Prime Miaister 
aid Chancellor of the Excheqosr, assasshnted 
in the lobby of the House of Commons by 
Bellingham. The monoment was eietited t^ 
the Prince Regeat and Parliament.— >( Sir R; 
WestAiacott, sculpt.) 

Sr Richard Mead, d.- 1754, physician to 
George II., and famous as being one of the 6r*t 
eupporters of inoculation for small-pox. When 
Sir Robert Walpole fell Ul during Br John 
Frdnd't impriaonment in the Tower, Mead 
229 
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refilled . to preicribe for him unlew Frdnd wu 
released, and luch waa faU influence, that Walpole 
yielded and «t Freind at liberty. 

Mead wat a great collector of boolu aod 
picturet, aod u described by pibdio as " tbe 
ever-ieoowned Riclwrd Mead, whose pharma- 
copceial repnUiioD is loit in the blaze of fail 
^liomaniacal glory." He is buried in tbe 
Temple Cburch. Bust by Scheemakera. 

PM^ Cariirtt, d. 1710, son of Lord George 
Carteret, died while a Queen's Kholar at We«t- 
miiuter ichool. The Latin vene ioicriptioa ii 
1^ Dr Robert Freind, then second matter <£ 
the icbool and brother of the phyddan, Dr 
John Freind. 

Two graveitonea side by side mark the reet- 
ing placet of CbarUt Darvm, d. 1883, the 
biologist of world-wide fame, whose bett known 
works are •' The Origin of Speciet ' ' and "The 
Descent of Man," and 

Sir John Fndtriek Herubel, d. 1871, the 
fiunoua astronomer. He lies here, close to the 
grave of Newton- 
Returning to the West Door, and taking the 
South side we find, close to the door, the monu- 
ment of Adtmral Sir Thomai Hardy, d. 1 732, 
who disUDgnisbed himself in tbe naval wars of 
Queen Anne, and served under Rookc at Cadiz. 

Buried near the . Choir Screen {Cbeere, 

■cdpt.) 

In froAt of the Baptistery is the huge monu- 

■tent of Ci^mit Comewa//, killed in battle off 

Tonlon, 1743-3. This monument, in which 
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tbe set-figbt ii repreicnted, u the fito voted by 
ParUament in recognition of valour at wa.— 
( R. Taylor, acnlpt. ) 

The South- Weit Tower oi fiaptiatery w«a 
fbnnerly used alio a» the Coniittory Court of 
tbe monaatery. The. aeats for the judge and 
hii aaiesMUi itill remain on the lonth aide. 

Making the drcait to the right, we Snd the 
monument of Jamei Craggt, d. 17JO-I, who 
became PriTy-Councillor and Secretary of State 
before he waa thirty-two. He ii boned in the 
same grave with hi* friend Addiaon in Henry 
VII.'a Chapel. The epitaph ia by Pope, the 
devoted iricnKl and admirer of Cragga. The 
•omewhat adulatory linca were written, however, 
before it waa diacovered that Craggs and his 
^ther were down in the aiibacription liata of the 
** Sooth Sea Bubble " for the fictitioua mm of 
^£330,000. — (Goelphi, acolpt.) 

The window in the west«n wall ii aodent, 
and the figure in plate-armour is generally said 
to repieaent Edward the Black Prince. 

We now come to the monoments which 
auggened to Dean Stanley the name of " Little 
Poets' Comer" for this South- Weaten Tower. 

William Werdtwaerih, d. 1850, the great poet. 
Buried at Graamere, amid the Lake cpuotry be 
loved 80 well. A seated statoe by Thnipp. 

John KehU, d. 1866, author of "Tha Chris- 
tian Year," and one of the leaders of the "Ox- 
ford Movement " in 1831. Boried at Huraley. 
An ornate monument with a bust by Woober. 

Dr Thomai jimoid, d. 1842, the great Head- 
»3I 
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marfn of Jtugb;, whow Mty character and 
teaching have so |)rofeuDdly influenced public 
school life in England. The bait was placed 
heie in 1895. — (Gilbert, sculpt.) 

Baiiy Favicttt, d. 1684, Ponmascer- General. 
The beautiful monument, all too cetdom aeen for 
lack of light, comtnemoratei the remarkaUe life 
of the blind itatetman, and'waa erected in i887> 
—(Gilbert, Kulpt.) 

Freiienci Demion Maaria, d. 1872, the great 
ridigiotu . teacher, preacher at Lincoln's Inn and 
Vere Street chapelt. Buried at Highgate. A 
butt by Woolner. 

Mattbtvr Amtld, d. 1888, die poet, esnyiat, 
and critic, sen o£ Dr Tbomaa Arnold. A bust 
by. Bmce Joy. 

Cbarki ICmgd^, A,- 167$, Canon of West- 
minster and Rector of Evereley, remembered 
not only as poet, and novelist, but as an inspiring 
force in the social and religious life of the country. 
Buried at Evertl^. A bust by Woolner. 

The window on the south «ide was presented 
by Mr Childs of Philadelphia, and commenmrates 
Geargt Htrbert, and IVitBam Coiaiper, two of our 
greatest religious poets, both of them educated 
at Wesiniinater school, and "representing two 
c^poate poles of the English Church." 

Before leariag " Litde Poets' Comer," let us 
recall the words of one commemorated there — 

" Servant! of God 1 — or «on« 
Shall I not call you 7 because 
' Not ai servants je knew 
Your Father'i ii ... 
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mi, who aniriUlagly leet 
One of hia little onea loK~ 
Vaura ia the praiae, if mankind 
Hath not as yet in its march 
Fainted, and bllen, and died I" 

M. Arnold, "Rugfa; Chipel." 
South Aitle of the Nave 
In the South Aisle of the Nave, cloie to the 
acKCD of the Bapustery, u a amall door leading 
into the Deanery. Above this is an oak gallery, 
built early in the sixteenth cmtury by AUwt 
Islip, and known as the " Abbtft'a Pew.' From 
this gallery the Queen and various members of 
the royal family have occaaionally watched 
great processiona pass up the nave. 

The chief monuments and graves in this aisle 
are those of — 

Stnry Wharton, 169;, the ^vourite duplain 
of Archbishop Sancroft, and author of the 
"Anglia Sacra," besides many other ecclesi- 
astical works. Purcell composed an anthem 
expressly for his funeral. 

Fratuis Jitn-iury, d. i73i-2,Dean of West- 
minster and Bishop of Rochester, a brilliant 
writer and orator, but chiefly famous for his 
connexion with the Jacobite plots in the time 
of Queen Anne and George I. A conspiracy 
in fevouc of the Pretender was alleged to have 
been carried on at the Deanery, in a "secret 
chamber " behind the library. Atterbury was 
arrested and imprisoned to 171Z, and in the 
following year, was condemned to perpetual 
exile. 
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He died in Paris, and wat boned, bjr his own 
desire, at this end of the Abbey, ** a« far from 
Ktnga aod Cxsars aa the space will admit of." 
A stone in t^e floor marks his grave. 

Id Accerbury's time the school dormitory 
was rebuilt, " Solomoa'a Porch " was repaired, 
and the Dean himself chose the subjects for the 
itMC-window of the North Transept. 

Wi&am Cengrevt, d. 1738-9, the dramatist, 
opon whom Dryden beMowed auch extravagant 
praise in the tinec — 



The momiment was erected by Henrietta, 
Dncbeas of Marlborough, to whom Coogreve 
bequeathed mmt of his fortuoe. The Dnchess 
spent the money in a diam6nd necklace. A 
well-kDown atory tells that she had on her table 
an ivory statue <^ the' dramatist, moved by 
clockwork, "to which she would talk as to tiie 
living Mr Congreve, with all the freedom of the 
most polite and unreserved conversation." 

She alsd had a wax figure of the poet, 
whose feet were treated for gout, juat as Con- 
greve's had been in bit lifetime. Monument 
by Bird. 

Dr John Freind, d. 1718, the eminent scholar 
and physician. He was imprisoned in the 
Tower on account of his Intimacy with Atter- 
bury, but was released through Dr Mead's 
influence with Sir Robert Walpole. Buried at 
^34 
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Hitcbin. Monoment defigned bf Gibbs. Ban 
by Ryibnick. 

A none in the floor mark* the grave of jina 
Olt^ld, d. 173O1 3 famoua acueu io her day^ 
buried here with great pomp. Her last attire 
vu, aa her maid iafernu us "a Tery fine 
BroMelt ]ace bead, a holland shift with a tacket, 
and double rufflea of the nme lace, a pair trf' 
new kid glorea, and ber body wrapped in a 
windiog-thect." Pope alludes to thi«. in bit 
well-known lines — 

■■ OdlOQi t in woollen, 'twonld a uint provoke." 
(Werr the Urt worda tb>c poor Nardiu (poke) ; 
'■ No, let a charmlDi; chlnti and Brii»eli lace 
Wrap mj cold llmba and ahade mj Ufclesa face ; 
One Houd not, (Bre, be frightful when one'i dead — 
Aod, Belt7, |fi>e thl* cheek a little red." 

Thomas Sprat, d. 1713,. Dean of Wertiuinwer 
and fiiabop of Rocheater, a fervent Royaliat, 
wbo refiitea to allow Milton's name to appear 
on- lim Abbey walls- Buried in St Nichc^a's 
Cbapol, whence the monoment wm moved to 
leave space for the Nortbomberland tomb. — 
(Bird, sculpt.) 

Jojt^ mUoelu, d. 1756, Dean of West- 
minster. Duriitg his time the western towers 
of the Abbey were nected, and many repura 
execDMd. The western towers are, by the 
Dean's desire, represented on his monument. — 
(Cheere, aculpt.) 

Afbmral Tjrnll, d. 1766, nephew of Sir 

Peter Warren, who distinguished himself when 

commanding the Buotmgiiam by d^ating three 
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French men-^-war imgle-handed. Tlie hnge 
and grotetque monument ia b; Read, a pu^ 
of Robbiliac, and repKMnted Tyirell "going 
to heann out of tfac «ea." The shape of the 
clouds caused it to be called the "Pancake" 
monument, but a good deal of this tasteleaa etec- 
don haa beeta cut away, and the figure (rf' the 
Admiral removed. TyrrcH vras buried at eea. 

Dr Zaehary Ptorce, 6. 1774, Dean of We«- 
minMer, and afterwards Bi^op of Rochester. 
Dt Pearce is remembered as the Dean who 
nearty nciificed the s}JeiKlid tomb of Aymer de 
Valence, to make room for Wolfe'a huge ceno- 
taph. Buried at Bromley. — (Tyler, sculpt.) 

Dr John Thanat, d. 1793, who succeeded 
Pearce as Dean of Wettmiotter, and afterwards 
as Bishop of Rochester. He wat an advocate 
for the removal of Rtlman Catholic disatxlitiet 
at a time when that measure was very mmopular. 
On one occaaion, when returning to his honie 
after- service' in the Abbey, he \ras met in- the 
cloistera " by- a band of tumultuoua and mis- 
guided enthuuasta, who seized him by his robes, 
and demanded ' how he meant to vote in the 
House of Lords ! ' , To which with great 
presence and firmnesa the Bishop replied, ' For 
your interetts and my own.' ' What dien i you 
don't mean to vote foF Poperyf ' < No,' aaid 
he, < thank God, that is no part of our interests 
in this Protestant cauntiy.' Upon bearing 
which one of the parly claj^ied hit Imdahro on 
die back, and cleared the passage for him, calling 
out * Make way for the Protestant Btthop.' " 
•S6 
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It was in Dean Thomas'* time that the fesdyal 
of the centenary of Haodei's turth was held in 
the AU>ey id 1784, the King and Royal £iinilj 
beingpreseot. 

ya&> Irtlaad, d. 1842, Deao of WestnuDEiter, 
buried, as already mentioned, b the south tran- 
sept. A bast by Termouth. 

H'iiliaTn Bucklmd, d. 1856, Dean of West- 
minster, the distiagaiahed geologist, twice presi- 
dent of the Geological Society, — (Wedtes, 
scdpc) 

John Lmrd Mair, Lord havrenct. A- i879> 
GoTeroor-General of India 1864-68. "He 
feared man to little because he feared God so 
nuich." Buried in the centre of the oave. 
Bust by Woolner. 

Field-Mar)hal Giprgt Wade, d. 174S, Coni- 
mander- in-chief of the army which was sent to 
qoell the Jacobite rebellion of 1745. The roads 
constructed by Wade through the Highlands are 
commemorated in the famous lines — 
« If j'oa'd Men thc*e roadi before the; were made, 

Yau would hold up your haudB, and bleas Manhai 
Wade." 
Buried in the centre of the nave. Monoment 
by Koubiliac. 

Litiil.-Getural Sir Jajmes Oulram, d. .1863, 
one of the heroes of the defence of Lucknow 
and of the suppression of the Indian Mutiny. 
The bar-relief on the monument r^resenis the 
rdief of Lucknow by Lord Clyde, apd amoi^ 
the figurcif are those of Clyde aifd OiUrom, with 
HaveiocJ^ between them. ^7( Noble, sculjA.); 
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Carola Morliaid,i, 161 ^, and Ann Jtforiand,d. 
i679-8a Two inonumeot* to thewircB of Sir 
Samuel Morland, Kcretary to Oliver Gromwell, 
author of the " History of the Evangelical 
Qiurches of Kedmoot," aod aaid to be the in- 
ventor of the speaLiDg trumpet and improver of 
the fire engine. His learning ia diapiayed in the 
Hebrew, Greek, Ethiopic, and English inscrip- 
^oni OB tbe monumenta. — (Stanton, sculpt.) 

Close to this spot a tablet records the bunalsof — 

Sir miliam Ttmple, d. 161)9, Master of the 
Rolls in Ireland, (Gstinguished as statesman and 
man of letters. 

Doratbj Ttfnfit, d. 1695, bis wife, daughter 
of Sir Peter Osborne, and whose love-letters to 
Temple are probably familiar to many readers. 

Diana Temple, d. 167^, their daughter. 

Ladj Giffard, d. 1711, sister of Sir William 
Temple. It is interesting to remember that Swift 
was secretary to Temple, and " Stella " waiting- 
maid to Lady GiSard. 

Sir Charkt Harhord and Clemmt CattnSy two 
fnends who perished on board the Royal Jamei 
with the Earl of Sandwich, in an engagement with 
the Dutch in 167a. 

Stdiuy, Earl of GodolplAn, d. 1711, "Chief 
Minister of Queen Anne during the nine firat 
glorious years of her reign," and, according to 
Burnet, "the silentest and modettest man that 
was, perhaps, ever bred in a court." "He 
maintained to his life's end the shott character 
which Charles II. gave him when He wA a page 
— <He was nerer in the way, and never out 
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of the way.' " The monvment wu erected 
by Henrietta GodotphJn, hii danghter-in-lawt 
daughter of the great Duke of Marlbonragh. 
Buried close bji. — (Bird, sculpt.) 

Sir Palmet Fmrbonu, d. 1 680, GuTCnior of 
Taagier. He wai killed while defending the 
town against the Moors, and shortly after his 
death, Tangier was numbered among the " Lost 
Possessions of England." Buried at Tanner. 
The epitaph is by Dryden. — (Bosbnell, sculpt.) 

Major John Andre, d. r 780, Adjutant- General 
of the British forces in AtnNica. He was 
hanged as a spy by Washington, desfrite his 
petition that the General would "adapt the 
mode of hia death la his feelings as a man of 
honour." He was buried beneath the gallows 
near the Hudson river, but his remains were 
restored in i82r, at the request of the Duke of 
York, and were interred here. The chert in 
which the body of Andr6 was conreyed to 
England still stands in the Islip chantry. 

The monnraont was erected by the command 
and at the expense of George III., and has a 
bas-relief which represents Washington receiving 
the petition of Andre' for a soldier's death, and 
Andre himself being led to execution. This 
monument has been the object of much curiosity 
and mischief, the heads of both Washington and 
Andre having been more than once knocked oS 
and stolen. Hence Charles Lamb's allusion to 
the defacing of the monument, as probably "the 
wanton mischief of some school-boy, fired perhaps 
with tome raw nodoni of Transatlanuc freedom." 
239 
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Lamb cemarked to Southey that tfat nu«chief 
wai doDc about the time that he, Southey, was 
a (cholar at Westmiiutcr, aod asked : " Do yoD 
koow anything about the unibrtuoate relict" 
Soutbey disliked any reference to his early 
political principles, and it was some tiroe before 
he forgave this thrust. — (Adamdes: VaoGelder, 
Kulpt.) 

Ctntrt oflhs Nave, and Chair Screen 

Among the graves in the centre of the Nave 
(begiDDing from the West end) are those of — 

George Peabady, d. 1S69, the American phil- 
aothrofait, whose name is ioeeparably connected 
with Uie better houiiag of the London poor. 
His remains rested here for a few days only, 
and were then taken to America, where he was 
buried in Massachusette, his native state. 

Richard Cbenevix Trench, d. 1886, divine, 
scholar, and poet. Dean of Westminster for seven 
years, and afterwards Archbisht^ of Dublin. 

Thanuti Temfian, d. 1713, and George Graham, 
d. 1 7 5 1 ( watchmakers and mechanicians. 
Tompion invented the chronometer, and was 
called the " kxber of English watchmakers." 

David Liviagtitiae, the explorer and mis- 
sionary, who died in Central Africa in 1873. 
His body was carried to Zanzibar by his fitith- 
liil servants, and interred here eleven months 
after his death. 

The last words in his diary are recorded on 

bis tombstone. — " All I can add in my solitude is, 

HO 
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May HeareD*! lich Uatang comedewaon t¥Wf 
one, Amnrican, English, or Turk, wha will holp 
to heal this opra «ore of the world " . that :)** 
the slaTe-trade. 

Nasr tho pulpit, buHU in tbe floor nurk the 
graft* 1^ — 

Hoitrl SitphtatoD, d. 1 8 59, the funou* engineer 
of tbe -Birmingham railway and the BritanDia 
bridge, Menai Strait*. Buried here, next to 
Telford, by his own wiifa. 

Sir CbarUs Barry, d. 1&60, the architect, 
whote chief work, is the " Palace of West- 

Slr GUi4rl SeoH, d. 1878, the architect, one 
of the leaders of tbe "Gothic revival " in 
Bi^laod, and for ituiny years Survejior of the 
Abbey Fabric 

Gtorgi Edmund Street, d. 1881, the arcbir 
tecL of tbe Law Courts, a pupil of Sir Gilbert 
Scott. 

Beside Sir Gilbert Scott lies Jakn Lo^b- 
btrongh Ptarton, d. 1 897, another distinguished 
architect of (he Gothic schooL He succeeded 
Sir G. Scott as Surveyor of the Abbey Fabric 

Nearer the ccBlre lie Lord Lawretut and Sir 
Jamer Ouiraw:, whose nmuments have alieadji: 
been described. 

Close to them lies CoSit Campbell, Lord Clyde, 
d. 1863; diitingui^ed in the Pemnmlar, Sikh, 
and Crimean wars, and more especially &moui 
for his relief of Lnclcnow and his share in the 
suppression of the Indian Mutiny. 

A Iktle Airt))tt cflstlies Tbemat Cttbrame, tenth 
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Eiari of Duiidonald, d. 1B60, one of onr greatett 
ttnaX nefoes — "the 'first seaiDui of his das^ the 
iMt teaman of hn schooL" 

AgatnA the cfaoir acreen arc tin> moDuiiKott 
executed by Ryabrack, after destgns by Kent. 

Oh the norUi side of the choir entrance. Sir 
Ihaac Newton, the great philoiopher and'oiathe- 
matician, author of the "Principia," bora in 1641 
{the year that Galileo died), died 1716-7. 

Dean Stanley, writiDg aome yeara before the 
bnrial of Darwin, tpeaks of Newton's fiinerat ai 
the " interment of the only duat of anquestioDably 
#orld-wide fame that the floor of Westminster 
cover*." 

'The body lay in state in the Jenualeni 
chamber, and was followed to the grave by all 
the royal society, the pall being borne by the 
Lord Chancdior, two dukes, and three earls. 
Voltaire was also present. The grave is im- 
mediately below the moouraent, and on the 
stone are the words: "Hie deposttam eat quod 
mortale fuit Isaaci Newtoni" {"Here lies what 
wias mortal of Isaac Newton"). 

Pope wrote an inscription for ^e moonmcDt, 
bat It was never placed there. ' It was in Lfattn, 
and ended with two English lines — 



Ben -Joosoa's words may be fitly quoted 
"Troth i« man's proper good, and the mly 
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immortal thiog wu given to (hit loortality to 

Od the south side at. the entnuce ii the 
mODUm^Dt of Jamat, Earl Stanb^, d. 1720, 
soldier itBd statesman, who greatly distiaguiilied 
himself in the war of theSpaoisb Successiooi 
Af^ the close of his nuUtary career he became 
promisont b ParlianKot as leader of the Whig 
OppositioD, aod was subsequeatly Chancellor of 
the Excfiequer and Secretary of State. 

The second, third and fifth Earls Stanhope 
are commemorated on this moQument. All are 
buried at ChcTeniDg. 

The exterior of the Choir Screen i» modem, 
dating from 1831, but the inner part of the 
stonework is of the thirteenth century. A 
little fiirther west stood the ancient " Rood- 
screen," which, as its name implies, had a Rood 
or Crucifix upon it. Below it, in the Nare, 
stood an altar called the "Jesua altar below," 
while another "Jesus" altar was placed in the 
Rood loft. At the lower altar Mass was said 
ia the presence of the people ; at the upper one 
the Gospel and Hpistle were occasionally read. 

The organ was originally built by Schreider, 
and was reconstructed and enlarged by Hill in 
18S4. Since that date, several additions and 
improvements have been made, and the fine 
organ-case has been erected, after designs by the 
late Mr PearBOO. 

There is but little stained glass in the Nave, 
and of that, the greater part is modem. 

Four memorial windows in the north aitle 
>43 
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eommefnonte fegr great civil eapixen—Sltfitii- 
ran, Locke, Brumel aod Trtviibiei. 

The polph ia the nxre wu dMigned fnMi a 
^etch bjp Sir Gilbert Scott. It ti made of 
cohnirvd nurblet, with figure* represeMing St 
Peter, 8t Paat, and the four evxageUitc In 
the centre ii a medaltioD head of Cbrin. Tliia 
pdpit wBi preBCDted to Uie Dean and Charter 
m iSfisi in memory of the opening of the nave 
for ipecial tnYicea in 1 859. 
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CHAPTER XII 

THE CLOHTEIS, CHAPn>-HOU!l, UBSAKV, ETC 
■' Where'er we tread, 'tis haanted, htAj groond." 

T'HE CloiiMs, of wUcb the chief arcbitectucal 
' fcatnm hsve already been noted, coBUin 
many gravei and incuiBinenia) 
aome A them of conHdeirabU 
ioterett. But it is well to 
a begin by remenibcriDg that 
nVik "ii 'W.Oli '''* Cloi»ter» were not only a 
^{^:i^^7i[ burial-place. 

In this beautiful quadraogle, 
the monka and novicet qient 
man of their time { it waa, 
doabtlt«( the ** fbcoa of the 
monasUC life," the place of 
recreation and goaup, of in- 
tercourse and buiineta, a« well 
as of serious study. 

Id those days the windows 
were at first partially, and 
afterwards wholly, glazed f 
the floor and benches were 
strewn with hay and atraw 
, and with rushes in viaterj lamps 
hung from the vaulting, and the walls were 
decorated with frescoes. 

»4S 
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The Abbot kept Bolitary state in the But 
Cloister. Whm he appeared among the other 
members of the body, eveiyone rose and bowed, 
keeping silence until he had passed by- The 
ttone bench where the Abbot held his " Maundy," 
that is to say, washed the feet of beggars, still 
remains in the East Cloister. 

The Prior sate in the North Cloister, where 
the monks usually walked. The earliest " We«- 
minster School" found its home in the West 
Cloi*ter, where the master of the oOTices pre- 
sided over his pupils. The novices sate one 
behind the other at their lessons. Signals and 
jokes Wert forbidden, and they were allowed to 
converse in French only, English and Lado 
being strictly prohibited. 

Great attention was to be paid to their manu- 
scripts and illuminations. The behaviour of the 
monks while in the Cloister was under the 
•upervinon of the two les«er aub-priors, who 
bore the' unenri^le name of " Spies of the 
Cloiiter." 

Here the Westminster boys used to play 
racquets and football, and their lights were held 
in the Cloister-green. In the last century a 
constable was ap^toted to guard the Cloisters, 
and to maintain order among the beggars and 
idle boys who were here wont to "play at cards 
and other plays fer money, and are often heard 
to curse and swear." After the death of her 
•on in 1702-3, Sarah, Ducheas of Marlboron^, 
used td sit here, dressed as a beggar,' mourning 
her pie*ons low. 

946 
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South of the Clouter ■quace was. the great 
Refectory, now demolished, of which the. dooft 
still remnn in the South walk. Near the ptiocipal 
entrance are four nichei fornicrly used as towfll 
3uinb^e8,-~-that ia to ta?-, cupboards where 
towels were kept. Here aiao tbe shaving tool( 
place, once, a fortnight- in summer and once in 
eveiy three weeks in winter. Speaking of the 
reguiadoat generally, Dean Stanley lemarke that 
at Weatmintter " the arrangements tbt the clean- 
liness of the inmatei fono — as elsewhere in 
English monasteries — a curious contrast with the 
consecration of filth and discoQifort in other ^parts 
of medixval life both sacred and secular." 

The Refectory or "Fraler" was built, if mtt 
b^ the Confessor himself, at any rate io,:dK 
eleventh century, and roust have been a stat^ 
room. It was reimilt on a yet grander istaleiio 
tbo reign of Edward III,, only the jgwer. ]iait 
of the Norman w^ls being kqjt. 

DirectienB for iiehaviour in tihe Refectory are 
preserred in the " Consnetudinea " {i.e. Custoitfs) 
of Abbot Ware. No monk was penoittad to 
speak, and no guest mighf speak above.a whiqieq. 
No one was to sic with hia . hand on his cbto, or 
with his hand over his head, for these are the 
attitudes of pain. Neither was uiyone all(tw4id 
to lean on his elbows, or to staM, or to jcrack 
nuu with hia teeth. The Prior ute at the high 
taUe, with a amall bell (>Skylla) b«nde him, and 
near him were placed the more discingi^thed 
guests. I 

Tl» hdl, however, lad. a history widec than 
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that of the DMPe noiiaitic Kfe; it widened 
msny lutticttiag KCDeB and important MKCObUet. 

It wu wi^m these precinctt, probaUy in tbe 
Refectory, thai H«nry III., in iiji, swore to 
ebseiTc Ma^ Charta. Tbe king, staadtng wUh 
die Goapel to one hud and a lighted taper in the 
oth«', and suiTOUoded by the archbtafaopg and 
other prelate*, took hi> solemn oathi after which 
they all daahed their eaodlei on the ground, with 
the words : " So go out, with sraoke and atench, 
the accursed sank of those who break or perrert 
the Charter." 

Here, in 1394, Edward I. held a council of 
clergy and laity, and insiseed on a aulMidy of half 
their potsessioBa. The Dean of St Paul's, who, 
amid tbe general coOiteniBtioii, endeavoured to 
remonWate, actwdly dropped down dead at 
the king** feet, OTerwhelmed with agitMoo. 
Edward, however, "passed over this ercaCwith 
iodiSerent eyes," and finally gained hit point. 

Tbe impeachment of Piers Gaienon by the 
CommoBS also took place in the Refectory, and 
the Commons met here several times during die 
ivi|ns of Richard II., Menry IV,, and Heory V. 

Nothing now rcinms of the Refectoiy, ex- 
cept the windows ibove the Cloister on the north 
(ide, and some traces of a Nonnan wilJ-accade, 
viHUe from die garden of Aahbumham House. 
. Sou^ of the RefeoCory, and parallel with k, 
was rite lesser Refectory, or " Misencorde," 
where flevh-meat was allowed to ' be semxL 
This hall no longer exists, but a good deal of it 
Kitiai» unbedd^ to tlie comporatiral^ modern 
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THE CLOISTERS, ETC. 

Ashbuntham House, trisch tUnds moreor lew 
OD the same site, .^ihbuinhani House, so-called 
alter Lord Ari^>urnhaiB, who Uied here in 
1708, was buihin 1640, either by loigoJiKw^ 
or hb pupil John Webb. After 1 708 it iru used 
ibr the "King's Library" and tfae Cottonian 
Library, and then reverted once more to tbc 
chapter. Thie house has now pnssad to West- 
minster School. 

Returoii^ to the Cloisters themselTee we find, 
in the Ease walk, the graves and .moDumeots oi-t— 

7'i6aniaj'£ff/£rft>n,d. 1 7 10, the famous tragedian. 

JUrt BracegirJie, a. celebrated actress, who 
died in 1748, otctae age of eigbtjr-five. 

Aphara Behit, A. 1689, a notorious authoml^ 
employed by Charles II. as a political spy. 

Thomai Bromn, d. 1 704, the scaodalons 
satirbt and essayist "of &cetiaui memory." 

Against the wall is a small t^iei with the 
simple and touching inscription — " Jane Lister, 
dear childe, 1688," commemorating a daughter 
of Dr Martin Lister, F.R.S., oacufaliBt and 
phyncian to Queen Aone. 

Next to this is a monument to Sir Edmmd 
Berrj Godfrey, d. 1678, the judge to whom 
Titus Oates profesBed to reveal the Popiah Plot. 
Godfrey was shortly afterwards fbuod dead in 
a ditch Dear Primrose Hill, and was auppooed, 
though not quite jusdy, to hare been the victim 
of the said Plot. 

Ar^Mr Agardt, d. 161 5, the antiquary, "paio' 
ful, industrious and sufBcROt in things of dus 
(Utotc" 
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Ckwe to the C)»|iier-houae entrance ii the 
gTBTC of ^hiet Byraiutou, who died of the 
dagoe to 1349. The Muthen part of the 
Eut Cloitter was boilt in his time. 

In this walk are the graves of £mu//^<a«i'iM/, 
d. i868( and E-oan Nefean, d. 1873, CamMu 
«f We*tnun«ter, and of John Troulteci, D.D., 
d. 1899, for thirtjr jrean Minor-Canoo, and for 
bur years Precentor of Westminster. 

In the South walk we Snd the graves of the 
Abbots from the time of the Conquest until 
I13Z, who were all, with one exception, buried 
hwie. The name* were recut in 17 $2, but the 
dates are incorrect, and the name* are not placed 
over the right stooes. 

FitaRi, A, \o&$ i Crupm,A. lii?; Htrhtrl, 
d. il39t who founded the nunnery of Kilburn, 
which was attached to the Abbey. The first 
nnni were Emma, Gunilda, and Cluistina, maids 
of honour to Queen Matilda. 

Gmatr Je Bhii, d. 1160, natural son of 
King ftcphen. 

Lanraitc, d. 1 1 76, who procured from the 
Pope the canonization of the Confessor, and the 
di|paty of mitred Abbot 

Waiter of ffincheiler, d. 1191 ; Poitardy d. 
1100; Httmn,, d. 1222. (After this the 
Abbots were buried in the Church itself.) 

A large blue gravestone, called " Long Meg," 
marks the supposed resting-place of twenty-six 
niimks who died of the " Black Death " in 
1348-9, when Abbot Byrcheatoo alio died. 
The atone received the name of " Long Meg " 
350 
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a» being, iccording to another old tradidoii, tb« 
grave of the famous- giaoteu " Lofig Meg of Weat-> 
nuDiter," who lived in Henry VIII. '■ rtiga. 

We may note also the ■ grzvei of Pierrt 
Coarajer, d. 1776, a French Roman Catholic 
Divine, and of Mmao Clmaiti, d. 1831, **tfae 
father of the piaaofbrte." Fnnher west is the 
grave of Samuel Flood J(»e8, M.A., d> 1895, 
for thirty-Btx years Minor Canon, and mc 
twenty-five yeare Precentor of WeBtmioBter. 

On the wallB of the West walk are monumentB 

Jokti Brougbton, d, 1789, a famoiu pugilist, 
described here as "Yeoman of the Guard, " 

Dr Bucban, A. 1805, author of "Domestic 
Medicme." 

Wil&am WmJliUjA. 1785, the fatnoui engraver, 
whose monument was restored by the Chapter in 
1885,10 commemorate the centenary of hia death. 

George fertvtid. 1756, another well-known 
engraver, and a great collector of books and 

E'cturei. Vertue was a Roman Catholic, and 
:b here near a monk of hie family. 
Two tablets commemorate Dr Ber^amin Caeic, 
d. 1795, organist of the Abbey, and Jamti Turtt, 
d. 1882, the well-known organist of the Abbey 
for fifty years. Mr Turle was present at three 
coronaiiona, thoae of George IV., William IV., 
and Queen Victoria, 

.?(ifnuir//<K)(£, the actor and dramatist, d. I777, ' 
was buried here by torchlight. No inacriptibn 
marks his grave. 1 

In the North walbare the graves of thamai 
15. 
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RaveuKn^, d. 1 7081 on wbote pawemaoe were 
once iiuaibed the bnuliar worda: "What I 
gave, I hHTc ; what I vptOL, I had ; what I left, 
I lo«t by Dot giving it. 

SieiarJ GoiJanJ, appelated fint keeper of the 
Chapter Library in 1615-6. A Hack tablet 
with an atmoU illegible taaciipdoo. 

A tablet to a aervantof one of the prebendanes 
heart these qnaiot linea : 

*' With dillgcDce and cni«t moat exemplary, 
Did Wiilum Lmrimu serve a Prebendary. 
And for hit Paines now pant, before not loBt, 
Caid'd thie Remembnuice U hi* Muter'i coat. 
O reade thne Linei againe; joa seldome find 
A Serrant faithfuU and a Maiter kind. 
Short Hand he wrote; hisFlowre in p rime did fade, 
And haatf Death Short Hand of him hath made. 
Well coTth in Nr'bers, and Well mour'ed Land ; 
Thu doth iw now that GroTnd where on yoT stand, 
Wherein he lie> h> Geometricall 1 
Art maketh aome, but thvi will Natore all." 

In thi* Wi^k are inteired — 

Sprai^tr Sarry,i. 1777, the actor, Garrick'a 
riT3i in the parts oi Roqieo and Othello. 

rftbn Crawfbrjf A. jSoi, a tra^c actress, 
Barry's KCoiid wife. 

Mri aUur, d. 1 766, a faratcus tragic actress, 
the caateaatorat'y of Garrick nd Barry. 

Htmy Lavru, d> 1661, the weU- known 

musician, Ilea io an unnaiBed grave in the 

' doisten. Lama cotaposed the anthem for 

Chailet IL's coroastifln, aad the oiuaic for 

Milton's "Comus." 

Many other penuns lue buiied-ot: commenor- 
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aud in the Cloiitcrt, the gnater SMaber bciag 
connected wWi the Aii^tf and wkh the We«- 
mintter ieholan< 

From the Eut and SMtb walks, a pwtagu 
beneath the Conlkior'l naiMTe Nonao n«ltia| 
leatb to the (quant arcaded' own Invwa a< dw 
Lkde ChiBter. Thii uurt if BompintiMlf 
moiern, and nadt on the site of die MonW 
Infirmary, wtuch wai a large Mparare Mtablith- 
ment, with ttt Chapel, Ckmteri, and garden. 
" Hither came the procewioo* of the conveot 
to fee the dok hmhren ; and were greeted hf 
a blazing fire in the Hall, and long rawi o{ 
candle* In the Chaptl. Hen, althoogh not 
only here, were conducted the coemnt blecdtngi 
of the monkt. Here, in the Chapd, die young 
monlu were privately whipped. Here the 
inralidi were toothed by music. Hetc abo 
lived the leven "plkyfcUows" (aympecta), the 
name given to the elder monk^ who, after they 



had paned fifty year* in the mraonic profeini 
were exempted from all the ordinary reguladooa, 
were nerer told anything unpleaaaat, and them- 
kItm took the libeny of examining and cennr- 
ing everything." 

The Infin^ry wat built in the twelfth century, 
and its- Chapel, dedicated to St Catherine, wm 
the Kcne of many remarkable cemnoniea. 
Episcopal cOBsecratiens fre<|uend7 took {Jace 
here, the raott interestiDg one recorded being 
that of St Hugh of Lincoln i* 1 1 Sfi. 

In thb Chapel sevn^ important Church coun- 
cil! and aaaembliet wvre held, notably the syBod 
*S3 
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which wiUetsed the contett for precedence 
between the Aichbiihop* of Canterbury and York, 
in 1 1 7 ;, a qnarrel which ended by the One recei^- 
iDgtbe title of. "Primate, of iJl England," and 
the other that of ":Fnawt6 of.EngiaDd." The 
scene ia thus deacribed ia Fuller's well-known 
jMMage ; "A synod ww CidW at WeitDuqater, 
the poipe'a legate being preaent thereat; onwhoie 
right hand aat Richard, Archbishop of Capt£i- 
bory, 8B in hia proper place ; . when in sprtoga 
Roger of York, ajod finding Canterbury «o seated, 
ftirly aita him down on Canterbury's lap (a 
baby too big to be dandled thereon I ) ; yea, 
Caoterfanry'a awvaiUa dandled this lap-child, 
with a witneta, who plucked him thence, and 
bufieted him to puipoaa." 

The northarn primate alleged that he waa 
thrown down by the Bishop of Ely, trampled 
iqWn, and otherwise maltreated. ' He rushed into 
the Abbey, where- he fouUd Henry IL beuing 
mau, showed hia tora cope,' and .denounced hit 
btetbren of Canterbury and Ely. The king 
laughed at him, ^d the dispute waa finally 
settled. 

This once beautiful Chapel stood on the 
northern lade c^ what ta now the Little Cloister, 
and was built in the late Norman a^le. The 
final demolition of " St Eatheryn'a Chapd 
in the Lease Cloistre" was ofdo^ed in i$70. 
A few of .the arches are enclosed in one of the 
modern houses, and the fine doorway may still 
be seen. (Obaerve, in the Little Cloister, a 
mural taUet to one Thomaa Smith, d. 1663-4, 
«.54 
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who, "througti 7* spotted nile of the iidbII- 
pme., teada'a ■ pore and uaipotted wul to 
God.") 

The Cht^ltr-iiemie. 

A beautiful double dooFway in the Eaat 
OloUter leads into the Tcatibule of the Chapter- 
honae. Thia gracsefUl outer-vestibule, which 
was beneath the old donnitory, i« low, w& is 
vaulted va two spans. The ancient pavenieot if 
worn by the feet of the moAks who for so maDy 
centnries pawed over it to bold their meetiiigi 
in the Chapter-hoose, and below this pavemcDt 
lie jtibet Edtimt, the fiieod and adviser of the 
Confessor, the first Abbot who reigned in the 
newly -built monastery, HugoltH, Chamberlain 
and Treasurer to the Contewor, and ^e mook 
SaicarJ, first historian of the Abbey. 

On either side of the vestibule is a door, one 
leading into the Revestry, the other into a room 
dating from the Confessor's time, possibly used 
as a treasury. 

From the outer vestibule a flight of uepa 
leads op to the Chapter-house itself. On the 
left hand, in this inoer vestibule, is a window 
erected to the American poet and {mwe-writer, 
Jamet RuttiU Lovi^, d. 1891, author of the 
the famous "Biglow P^rs," and for many 
years Minister of the United States in London. 
The window was erected by Lowell's English 
friends and admirers. Below the window is a 
commemoratiTe tablet and medallion portrait. 

ass 
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On the oppoMW tide of ihe veKibule ia ft 
Roman sarcc^jlHgiu diKovered during unie ex- 
cavations in the North Green of the Abbef 
about thin; years ago. It bean an imcription 
Btaung that the toos of one Valeriui Aman- 
diDUB made the sarcophagus in memory of their 
father. 

I this iatereMiQg 



by Dean St^ey and Mr Poole, the ^bey 

We ncnr enter the Chapter-house begaa by 
Henry III. in 1150, a baiidiDg which iiiUy 
MsCifiet the e})ittiet f* kicompanible " apfdied to 
It by the old efaroBicler, Matthew of West- 
rainster. The Chapter^house stands on a mall 
crypt, of Which the internal Mructiuv is con- 
jeclnired to beking to the ConiesKr'sttmb Tfaii 
crypt was fonnerly used as the Royal Treaaury, 
the RegaNa and stores of money being kept there. 
It is of e4cceediD|Iy masBire construction, and ia 
vaulted on a central colunint like the Chapter- 
house itself. 

A famoiu robbery of the royal treasure 
occurred in 1303, while Edward I. was en- 
gaged in the Scottii^ wars. The treasme 
which the king had deposited for the expenses 
of the campaign was all stolen, a» well as pan of 
the Regalia. Suspicion fell oa the Convent, 
and the Abbot, with forty-eight monka, was sent 
to the Tower. They were released' after a kmg 
trial, during which twoi otfictals of the monas- 
tery were convicted of a share in . the crime. 
2;6 
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After this happening, the ciypt at WeMmiDitei 
was DO longer used as a storebouae for mooey, 
but the Regalia remained here until after 
the Restoration, when it was removed to the 

The main architectural features of the Chapter- 
house have already been mentioned ; it now re- 
mains to speak shortly of its history. 

The origJDal uses of the Chapter-house are 
thus dcfin«l by Abbot Ware : " It is the 
Little House in which the Convent meets to 
consult for its welfare. It is well called the 
Capituhtm (Chapter-house), because it is the 
caput titium (the head of strifes), for there strifes 
are ended. It is the workshop of the Holy 
Spirit, in which the song of God are gathered 
together. It is the house of confession, the house 
of obedience, mercy, and forgiTcness, the house 
of unity, peace, and tranquillity, where the 
brethren make satisfaction for their taulti." 

It may be noted that on the Angels' wings 
aboTe the Abbot's stall are written confeitio, 
talufaclio, raunt&tia eamit, parita* maitit. 

The whole convent appears to have met here 
at least once a week. In the assembly, perfect 
freedom of speech was allowed ; complaints 
might be made ; faults might be confessed. 
The elder monks were fiogged at the central 
pillar, but as we have seen, the chastisement of 
the younger monks took place in St Catherine's 
Chapel. 

Later on, the Chapter-honse became the home 
of the House of Commons, after its wparation 
a JS7 
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from the House of Lordt, aod thit arnutge- 
ment condoned until the reigD of Henry VIII. 
The lait thne the CominoD* «ate here was on tbe 
day Henry VIII. died, and the la*t Act paaaed 
here wa* the attainder of the Duke of Norfolk. 
Dnring those ercntful centnriet tbe Chaptcr- 
hau«e at Westminster must have witnestcd many 
a atrnggle for the English ideal of ciric and 
religious liberty. 

In the year 1 54CV the Abbey was dissolved, 
and tbe Chapter-house became nadonal property. 
In ] 547, the Commons moved to the Chapel of 
St Stephen in the Palace of Westminster, and 
tbe Chapter-house was afterwards used by the 
Government as a Publii; Record Office. The 
interior was divided into two stories, and was 
filled with unsightly galleries and chests, which 
once contained Domesday Book and many other 
treasures of English history. 

In 1865, the State papers were removed to 
the Rolls House, and it was strongly felt that 
the Chapter-house should, if possible, be restored 
to its first beauty and staCeliness. Under the 
auspices of Mr Gladstone, then Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and of Mr Cowper, First 
Commissioner of Works, a sum for that 
purpose was granted by Parliament, and the 
work was at once undertaken by Sir Gilbert 
Scott. 

The old roof had been taken down as minous 
in 174O, and bad to be rebuilt. . The windows 
have been restored aiter the pattern of one which 
had remained intact, and are filled with stained 
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glais a* a memorial to the late Dean Stanley, 
and in accordance with a acheme drawn up by 
him. 

The wall-paintingB are much defaced, but 
what remaini of them ii very interening. Thow 
on the eaitern wall are of the fourteenth century, 
and repreMDt our Lord seated on the Throne, 
with Hia handf held up to ahow the aacred 
wounds, while aeraphim atand round about Him. 
On nther ddc are throngs of cfaerulMm and 
feraj^m, and the niches immediately right and 
left of the centre hare large dx-winged cherubim, 
almost of humao size. The feathers of their 
wings ha*e peacock's eyes, in allusion to the 
words, " They are fiill of eyes within," and on 
the wings of one cherub are written the names 
of Christian virtues. The whole picture is sup- 
posed to represent the second Advent. 

The rest of the paintings are of later date, the 
niijects being taken from the Apocalypse. They 
were executed chiefly by John of Northampton, 
vho was a monk here. 

The glass cases in the Chapter-house contain 
many priceless relics of by-gone days. 

Here may be seen the great Missal presented 
to the Abbey by Abbot Litliogtoa, with its 
gorgeous illuminations; also a splendidly bound 
book of indentures betweeit Henry VII. and the 
Abbey of Westminster, concerning prayers to be 
said for himself and his tuaalj during their life 
and after their death. 

Another glass case contains a number of 

Charters granted to the Abbey, from the time 
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of the SaxoD Idogi onwardt. Many bterettuig 
Bcali may also be Mudied. 

Thi Chapter Library 

Along the eastern side of the Cloister* was 
the great dormitory of the mooks, which com- 
municated with the Abbey by means of a galley 
running through the Revestry, and a stair which 
descended into the South Transept, where was 
the ancient Chapel of St Blaise. The monks 
thus had direct access to the Abbey (at the night 
serrices. The subttructare of the domutory 
belongs nmnly to the Confessor's building, and 
still remains. The dormitory itself is now 
divided into the Great School and the Chapter 
Library. The ordinary entrance to the dor- 
mitory was by the door in the East Cloister, 
immediately south of the Chapter-house veaiibule, 
and this door is now used for the library, which 
it a large lofty room with a fine roof. The 
early monastic library was despoiled of most of 
its treasures in the reign of Edward VI., when 
a destruction of " superstitioui rolumes" was 
ordered. Dean Goodman, in Elizabeth's reign, 
began to form a library, and presented some 
books, but the present library owes its beginning 
to Dean Williams (1620-1644), '"^'^ fitted it 
up at his own cost, and gave many valuable 
books and manuscripts. Much of this collec- 
tion was unfortunately destroyed by fire in 
1694. 

A portrait of Dean Williams (who was alto 
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Lord Keeper of the Great Seal) hangs over the 
fireplace. 

Tht Chapel oftht Pyx 

The Chapel of the P^x ia ao called from the 
"pyx," or box containiDg the ataodard piecea 
of gold and silver coin of the realm, which are 
used for testing the accuracy of the current 
coinage. Thia "pyx," or box, has now been 
removed to the Mint, but has left its name lo 
ibis ancient chapel, which occupies two baya of 
the Confessor's building in the substructure of 
the dormitory. 

A massive atone door, with seven locks, and 
lined with human skins, leads from the East 
Cloister into this chapel, which waa formerly the 
monastic treasury. 

" Hither were brought the most cherished 
poBsessions of the state. The Regalia of the 
Saxon monarchy ; the Black Rood of St 
Margaret ('the Holy Cross of Hoiyrood') 
from Scotland ; the * Crocis Gneyth ' (or Cross 
of St Neat) from Wales, deposited here by 
Edward I. ; the Sceptre or Rod of Mosea ; 
the Ampulla of Henry IV. ; the sword with 
which King Athelatane cut through the rock at 
Dunbar ; the sword of Wayland Smith, bjr 
which Henry IL was knighted; the awonl of 
Tristan, presented to John by the Emperor % 
the dagger which wounded Edward I. at Acre ; 
the iron gauntlet worn by John of France when 
taken prisoner at PoiUers." 
261 



I., Google 



WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

So nyi Dean Stanley. It ia poanble, how- 
erer, that Mine of theie trcMurn may hare been 
depodted in the Chaptcr-houae crypt, which, at 
we nw before, wu the Royal Treaauty, 

The door of the Chapel of the Pyx may only 
be opened in presence of certain officer* of the 
Govenunent, or their repreieatatiTes. 

Tbr Jevttl-HiHue 

Sooth of the Chapter-houae ttaitds an old 
aqoare tower, built in the time of Richard II., 
on a site purchaaed from the Abbey by Edward 
III. in the last year of hii reign. Thii tower 
waa at one dme used as the king's Jewel-honae } 
it then became a depoiitory for Records and 
Acts of Parliament, until these were removed to 
the grander Victoria Tower in 1864. 

Not far from the jewel-houte stood the 
" Anchorite's House," or ceD of the hennit 
who formed part of the monastic community. 
This hermit was, in successive generations, 
consulted by Henry III., Richard II., and 
Henry V. 

AftH the Dissolution, the *' Anchorite's 
House " was leased to a bell-ringer appointed 
by the Princess (afterwards Queen) Elizabeth. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

E DEAHERV, JERUSALEM 



" The shadow of a great rock tn a weArf Und." 

The Deaaery 

AS we enter the CIoiMera from the weit, i.e. 
^^ Brom Dean'* Yard, an archway to the left 
leads into the quadrangle of the Abbot's houie, 
of which part ii now the Deanery. The Ahbot'f 
house, his " Place " (or palace), as it was called, 
was built by Abbot Litiiugton in the reigns of 
Edward III. and Richard II., and was after- 
wards added to by Abbot Islip in the time of 
Henry VII. 

The "Abbot's Place " was in old days called 
" Cheyaey Gates Manor," from the practice of 
drawing a chain across the gate at the Cloister 
entrance. (An old chain-gate remains at Wells, 
and the name suryives in " St Paul's Chain," 
and in the Cheyney Court at Winchester.) 
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Letter* patent of H«iry VIII. in 1541 
endow the newly-erected bishopric of West- 
miiuter with certain landi and tcDcments, in- 
cloding the house commonly called " Chenygats," 
the residence of the kte Abbot of WeKminater. 
Here fiiihop Thirlby lived until the suppres- 
sion of the aee of Westminster in 1 550, when 
the house was given to Lord Wentworth. It 
was used ag^n as the Abbot's house when the 
monastery was restored by Queen Mary, and 
became the Deanery of Queen Elizabeth's 
Collegiate Church. During the Commonwealth 
the house was leased to John Bradshaw, who 
died here in i(S59> 

The most &mous parts of the present Deanery 
are the celebrated Jerusalem Chamber and College 
Hall, built by Abbot Litlington a* witbdrawing- 
room and refectory for the Abbot's house. 

An earlier "Jerusalem Chamber" is usually 
siqiposed to have stood on or near this same 
site, and the name is said to be derived from 
tapestries representbg the history of Jerusalem 
with which the walls were hung. 

The first historical reference to this &mous 
room is, probably, the account of Henry IV. 's 
death given in an old chronicle which states 
that the king, relying on a deceptive prophecy, 
was preparing to set out for the Holy City 
of Jenualem, hu, seized with mortal illness, 
died here at Westminster in a chamber called 
Jerusalem, so Ailfilling the vain prediction. 

Fabyan, in his well-known account of Henry 
IV. 's death, speaks of the king's preparation for 
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the journey to Paiegdae, aad theo tells us — "but 
after the feett of Chruceomaue, whyle he was 
ro^yng hie prayen at Seynt Edwardes Bhiyoe, 
to take there hU leve, and so to ^jede hym upon 
hta iournaye, he became ao ayke, y' such as were 
aboute hym, feryd that he wolde have dyed 
right there ; wherefore they, for his comforte, 
bare hym bto the Abbotte« place, aad lodged 
hym in a chamber, and there npon a paylet, 
la3rde hym before the tyre, where he laye in 
great agony a certayoe of tyme. At length, 
when he was comyn to himselfe, not knowynge 
where he was, he fteyned (i.e. asked] of auche 
as then were aboute hyni, what place that wai ; 
the which ihewyd to hym that it belongyd uoto 
y= Abbot of Weatmynster ; and for he felte 
hymself so ayke, he commaunded to aike if that 
chambre had any epecyal] name ; whereunto it 
waa aosweryd that it was named Jherutalem. 
Than aayde the kynge, 'Louynge (praise) be 
to the Fader of lieuen, for nowc I knowe I 
ahall dye in this chambre, according to y' pro- 
phecye of me befbreaayd, that I ahulde dye i 
Jerusalem ; and ao after he made hymself redy, 
and dyed shordy after." 

The whole scene, as given by Shakspeare, 
together with the famous aiory of Henry V, 
rerooriog the ctown, ia too ^miliar to need more 
than an alluaion. Thna these precincts witoeased 
not only the death of Henry IV., hut also the 
" conTersion " of Henry V., who "before y* deth 
of hie fader, applyed hym unto all vyce and inao- 
lency, and drewe unto hym all ryottoos and 
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w^de djrapowd pertoiu | but after he vaa ad- 
mitted to dte njle of the lutde, anoiie and 
■odayoly he became a newe roan ukI toumed al 
that rage and wyldnes Tto sobemesae, and wyie 
tadneue, and the Tyce into cSttaat vertoe." 

The Jenualera ChambcT WM rcftored and 
decorated by Lord Keeper Williami, Dean of 
WeMmin»ter, who, in 1614, ga»e a iplendid 
banquet here to the French Amba«ndon, in 
honour of Chariet I.'a mairiage with Henrietta 
Maria of France. The carved heads on either 
side of the stately mantel-piece represent Charki 
and his bride. The Assembly of Dirioes met 
here in 1643, and the room haa since been naed 
for many important meebog*, the most interesting 
of late years being those of the Rerisora of the 
Old and New TeaUmeots. The Jenualem 
Chamber also terves the purpose of Ch^tter- 
houie. The room is thirty-six feet long by 
eighteen wide. It has two pointed windows on 
the west, and one large window on the north, 
in which some fragments -of tlurteenth century 
glass remain. The tapestries are mostly of the 
time of Henry VIII., and formerly hung in the 
Choir. 

In this room has been placed a beautiful 
jMCt of thirteenth century decoration, which is 
generally supposed to hare been the retabulum 
or reredos of the ancient high altar. Although 
much damaged by time and exposure, enough 
remains to show the gracefiil design, and the fiue 
execution of the work. 

In the central compartment it the figure of 
s66 
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our Lord is Creator ; on hii right it the Vir^ 
Mary, on his left St Joho. The moat perfect 
figure of all ii that of St Peter, which occupiet 
the lait compartnKftt on the right nde. 

The ■mailer pictures which Btill remain ra- 
the Ramng of Jarioa' Daughter, tXe 
.eitoring Sight to the Blind Man, and the 
Feeding of the Five Thousand. 

The College Hall, built a« a refectory by Abbot 
Lidiogton, is now uaed u a dining-hall by the 
Weitminater scholar*. It is a fine, lofty room, 
with pointed windows, and a minstrels' gallery 
at the southern end. A tradition states that 
the masrire chestnut-wood tables were made out 
of the wrecked ships of the Spanish Armada, 
and presented to the school by Qoeen Elizabeth. 
Until quite modem days, the hall was wanned 
in medizval fashion, by a brasier in the centre, 
the smoke escaping by a hole in the roof. 
Before the erection of the Church House, the 
College Hall was used fi>r the meetings of the 
Lower House of Convocation. 

A smaller room, called the " Jericho Parlour " 
forms a kind of ante-room to the Jerusalem 
Chamber and College Hall. It was probudy 
built in Abbot Iilip's time, and is finely panelletL 
There are ' interesting fragments of old glass in 
the window. 

The " Abbot's Place " was the scene of many 
interesdng historical events. Here, in the AUxit^ 
" Long Chamber," the nobles who conspired to 
reinstate Richard II. are said to have met. 
Here Abbot Millpg received Queen Elizabeth 
267 
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Woodville when she took tancCuary at We«- 
■niiMter in 1 470. Certain rooms in the Deanery 
are will called the " Woodville rooms." 

The Deanery was the scene of another con- 
spiracy in the days of Dean Atterbury. In a 
smaU) hidden room Juat aboTe the library 
(called "Atterbury's Chamber") the Dean is 
said to have plotted in favour of the young Pre- 
tender, "James III.," and was imprisoned for 
his dure in the proceediogs. 

The Sanctuary 

In old days Westminster, in common with 
many other great religious houses in England, 
pomeued the right of Sanctuary. This right 
professed to be founded on charters of King 
Luciui, and is said to have been revised by 
Sebert, and confirmed by the Confessor. As 
might naturallybe expecud, this privilege brought 
about great abuses; and made the whole neighbour- 
hood a refuge tor every sort and kind of unsatis- 
^ctory folk who had reasons for desiring to fiee 
firom justice and " to take Westmioster," as the 
phrase ran. But, as Dean Stanley says — "if 
often the resort of vice, it was sometimes the 
refuge of innocence," and in those rough days, 
there was doubtless a blighter side to the 
institution. 

As we have already seen, Elizabeth Wood- 
viUe twice took refuge here — once in I470, and 
agun in 1483. 

In later dayS) it was found needfid to curtul 
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the MiTilege, and after being severely realricted 
by QuecD Elizabeth, the right of Sanaiury 
was finally abolished by James I. 

The Sanctuary tower, which stood on the 
present site of Westminster Hospital, was a very 
ancient Norman fortreu, built of Kentish rag< 
stone, and containing two cruciform chapels, 
one over the other. The inmates were expected 
to attend service in these chapels. 

The door of the lower church was plated with 
iron ; the esplanade on the top was pared with 
flat stones, and had many tenements built upon 
it, "which, no doubt, yielded good rents from 
tbe unhappy persons obliged to live there for 
life." 

Tlus building was finally demolished about the 
middle of the last century, and so solid was its 
construction, that a contemporary detcription 
flays — " no rock could be harder." 

Tht Gauhouit 

At the western end of Tothill Street stood 
the Gatehouse, or prison of the monastery, 
built in the reign of EdwanI III. by Walter de 
Warfield, Cellarer of the Abbey. It consisted 
of two gates with' rooma over them. The 
southern entrance led into what is now Great 
Dean's Yard, and was used as a prison for 
felons. The rooms over the eastern gate were 
the Bishop of London's prison for convicted 
clergy and for Roman Catholic recusants. The 
Gatehouse was pulled down is 1776. The 
269 
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moM forooiM pritooera confioed within iu walla 
were Sir IValttr Raliigi, who tpcDt here the 
Dight before hia execution, Sir JiAn EBel, John 
Hampden, ind Riehard Lavdaet, the CaTalier, 
who here wrote hii well-known linn — 

■■ Stone wiUg do DOt a priaan make, 

Nor Iron b»r« a cige; 
Miod* Inoocent and quiet tike 

That for an hennitage. 
If I haTc fieedom in my lore, 

And in mj >oul am free, 
Angeli alone, that loar abOTe, 

Enjoy inch liberty." 

£Ml], the aitrologer, Pefyi, the indefatigable 
diariat. Sir Ge^ey Hud-ion, the dwarf, and 
Savage, the poet, were all imprisoned in the 
Gatehoiue at rarious timcB. 

We hsTC now paued, in rapid review, the 
points of chief inteteat in and about the Abbey 
of Westminster. The School, which ia so 
closely connected with it, has already been ably 
described by one (iilly equipped for the task, and 
needs only a passing reference in these pages. 

Both Abbey and School are hoary with 
antiquity, and rich in glorious memories of the 
past. Those to whom Westminster is dear may 
trust that in our larger national future the words 
of the old legend may be fidfiUed: "There 
•hall be no less than the House of God, and the 
Gates of HeaTen." 
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